Hughes Collection
School Reform Legislation, 1932-1942

Three men from Parsons, Kansas, led a campaign for school reform legislation in the legislative
sessions of 1939 to 1941.

Payne Ratner, from Parsons, was elected Governor of Kansas in 1938 and reelected in 1940 on a
platform that included school reform. Frank Pinet, a former Parsons School Superintendent, was by
then the veteran Executive Director of the Kansas State Teachers Association. Rees Hughes, who had
been the Parsons School Superintendent since 1922, became chair of the KSTA’s Legislative Affairs
Committee. The three men worked together with others to promote an ambitious agenda, including
state support of school districts with a view toward mitigating property-tax inequalities, state-
provided textbooks, a retirement plan for teachers, and non-partisan governing boards for K-12
schools and the state colleges. Their efforts contributed to the passage of the Kansas Teachers
Retirement Act on April 9, 1941, the last day of that year’s legislative session.

The documents in this collection were saved by Rees Hughes in folders labeled “Legislative” and
“Governor.” They have been assembled and organized by his grandchildren. We offer them to the
Kansas Historical Society to supplement its other records of the time.

The collection consists largely of letters between Hughes, Pinet, and Governor Ratner, and between
them and other Kansas educators. The letters shed light on the characters of the three men and on
the needs and customs of the time. They reveal an early model for the mobilization of teachers and
School Superintendents to influence state education policy. They provide only an incomplete story of
events, so any historian will need to rely on other public records for a full timeline.

Walter Stromquist
mail@walterstromquist.com
April 11, 2025



Dramatis Personae
Rees Hopkins Hughes:

Born June 9, 1891 in Fort Scott, Kansas
Died November 10, 1973 in Topeka, Kansas

Attended Fort Scott schools; Grad. F.S.H.S. 1908;
Taught in one-room County school 1908-9;
Washburn University 1909-1913; graduated 1913;
Married Isabel Savage 1917; 3 children
Taught HS in Fort Scott, became HS principal and
deputy to School Superintendent H. D. Ramsey;
Moved with Ramsey to Parsons in 1921, to fill same role;
Parsons School Superintendent from April 18, 1922 till about June, 1941;
Chair of Legislative Committee of Kansas State Teachers Assn, 1941;
President of Kansas State Teachers College (now PSU) 1941-1957;
State Representative 1963-1973 (elected 1962)

Payne Ratner:

b. Casey, IL, October 3, 1896

Navy, WWI

Law degree, Washington Univ. of Saint Louis, 1920
Married Cliffe Dodd 1920; 3 children

Began law practice in Parsons in 1920

County Attorney, 1923-27

Kansas State Senator, elected 1928; also 1937-39
Labette County Republican Chairman at least during 1932
Governor 1939-1943 (elected 1938 and 1940)
Retired from politics after term as governor

d. Wichita 1974.

Frank Leopold Pinet

b July 28, 1881, Onaga, Pottawatomie County KS

d June 15, 1941, buried Onaga (or Aug. 11, 1941, according to an estate record)
Parsons Superintendent of Schools June 15, 1910 to Aug. 7, 1916

Moved then to Topeka to be exec. director of KSTA till his death.



Kansas Governors

1929-1931 Clyde Reed (R) (Parsons, KS; Editor/Publisher of Parsons Sun
newspaper; Elected US Senator 1938, served till his death in 1949)

1931-1933 Harry Hines Woodring (D) (US Sec'y of War, 1936-)

1933-1937 Alf Landon (R) (Republican Presidential Nominee 1936)

1937-1939 Walter Huxman (D)

1939-1943 Payne Harry Ratner (R)

1943-1947 Andrew Schoeppel (R) (later US Senator)

1947-1950 Frank Carlson (R) (later US Senator)

Parsons Superintendents of Schools:

15jun 1910 - 7 aug 1916: Frank L. Pinet
1916-1921: John F. Barnhill

~ 26 aug 1921 - 13 apr 1922: H. D. Ramsey
18 apr 1922 - ~June, 1941: Rees H. Hughes
1941ff: Wallace Guttridge

Pinet started at KSTA for 2500/yr (1916)
Barnhill's ending salary: 3600/yr (1921)
Ramsey's starting salary: 4500/yr (1921)

(Barnhill was fired by a close vote of the Board.
Ramsey died 13 April 1922.)

Reported in 1916: 14,000 teachers in state
Pinet started at KSTA with intent to actively support legislation.
Pinet published a poem in the Parsons Daily Eclipse 14 apr 1916.

Chief Officers of Pittsburg State University:

Russell S. Russ (1903—-1911) (Principal)

George E. Myers (1911-1913) (Principal)
William A. Brandenburg (1913-1940) (President)
O. P. Dellinger (1940-1941)

Rees H. Hughes (1941-1957)

Leonard H. Axe (1957-1965)

George F. Budd (1965-1977)

James Appleberry (1977-1983)

Donald W. Wilson (1983—-1995)

John R. Darling (1995-1999)

Tom W. Bryant (1999-2009)

Steven A. Scott (2009-2022)

Dan Shipp (2022—present) (Resigned 2025; search ongoing)



Kansas Governors - Elections:
1915-1943

Arthur Capper (1915-1919) -- later U.S. Senator.

Henry Justin Allen (1919-1923)

Jonathan McMillan Davis (1923-1925)

Ben Sanford Paulen (1925-1929) -- Republican; signed Kindergarten bill. (W. A. White was an
independent candidate in 1934.)

Clyde Martin Reed (1929-1931) -- Parsons Sun editor, Republican, US Senate 1939-1949 -- died in
Parsons Nov. 8, 1949.
1928 election: Reed 65.6%, Lettle 33.2%, Socialist Peterson 1.2%.

Harry Hines Woodring (1931-1933) -- Banker in Elk City, then Neodesha. Democrat. (Dr. John R.
Brinkley was an independent candidate in 1930.)
1930 election: Woodring 35.0%, Haucke (Republican) 34.9%, Brinkley (colorful radio man; write-
in) 29.5% (with controversial count)

Alfred Mossman Landon (1933-1937) -- Qil man, Bull Moose Republican, Presidential candidate
1936. Died age 100. Dau. Nancy was Senator.
1932 election: Landon 34.8%, Woodring 34.1%, Brinkley 30.6%.
1934 election: Landon 80-20 over Brinkley in Republican Primary, then 53.51%-45.63$ over
Democrat Omar Ketchum.

Walter August Huxman (1937-1939) -- Reno Co. school teacher, Democrat, later U.S. Circuit Judge.
1936 election: Huxman 51.09%, Republican Will G. West 48.52%.

Payne Ratner (1939-1943) -- Came to Parsons in 1920. Republican.
1938 election: Republican primary, Ratner 41-28-21-10 over McGugin, Thompson, Newcomer.
Ratner 52.10, Huxman 45.13% in general.
1940 election: Ratner 49.63%, Democrat William H Burke 49.58% (430 vote margin), Prohibition
0.61%, Socialist 0.19%.

1943-1979

Andrew Frank Schoeppel (1943-1947) -- Republican, elected Senator in 1948.
1942 election: In Republican primary, Schoeppel 37.04%, Carl E. Friend 32.28%, Clyde Reed
25.27%, Skovgard 5.41%. General: Schoeppel 56.68%, Democrat William H. Burke 41.75%.

Frank Carlson (1947-1950) -- Republican, son of Swedish immigrants. State Rep. and US. Rep.; then
Governor; then U.S. Senator.

Edward Ferdinand Arn (1951-1955)

Fred Hall (1955-1957)

George Docking (1957-1961)

John Anderson, Jr (1961-1965)

William Henry Avery (1965-1967)

Robert Blackwell Docking (1967-1975)

Robert Frederick Bennett (1975-1979)
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"Barrage and Counter-Barrage," KSTA print of Governor Woodring's attack on FLP, and FLP's counterattack during 1932 campaign
"Pinet Froming An Alliance With Brinkley?" article attacking FLP for his opposition to Governor Woodring's reelection

FLP to RHH: FLP was humiliated by the turn of events in Parsons.

FLP conveys to RHH the letter FLP sent to PR

FLP tells PR (then Chairman, Republican County Central Committee) of his humilation from situation in Parsons

FLP gives his reasons for opposing the tax limitation amendment

PR effectively appologizes to FLP and seeks to restore good relationship

PR effectively appologizes to FLP and seeks to restore good relationship (carbon copy, not letterhead)
FLP softens or withdraws his complaint, pledges good relations with PR and RHH

RHH to FLP: We're still friends; that matter is in past. Thanks for holding convention in Parsons.
Parsons Sun, reporting Woodring's attacks on FLP, apread over 3 clippings from two newspaper pages
Parsons Sun reports that Pinet will speak 10/27 in exchange on tax limitation amendment

Parsons Sun: no, Stonecipher will speak in opposition to the amendment, not FLP. RHH will preside.
Parsons Sun reports on the debate. Two news pages, spread over three clippings.

Parsons Sun: Editorial cartoon complaining of tax burden on property, as opposed to "coupon clippers"
Speech prepared to give to Rotary, probably, on international affairs, pre-war based on content.
Duties of Rotary classification committee

List of Rotary members and classifications (3 legal-size pages) (4pp in pdf)

Letter from EFO to RHH, just staying in touch, mentioning Rotary.
Thanks for letter of support, upon Woodring's appointment as Assistant Sec'y of War.

RHH asks Stark (Hiawatha, KS Supt. Sch.) about PR's work in legislature

RHH recommends PR as candidate for Governor (letter sent to several leaders)

Generic version of the letter to Liston

Some education legislative issues; letter emphasizing the juvenile delinquency situation, one-page list attached
notes on a legislative platform (on Hotel Jayhawk notepaper) (pages 2-6, and image of "back")

Agrees there should be a brochure for PR on education; volunteers to help write it

Shorter recommendation for PR. (To Neodasha Supt. Sch.)

RHH explains and effectively supports the Republican platform on education

FLP: Will help PR in every way personally; must stay neutral officially

Governor Ratner on Education

Governor's Message to the Legislature, 1939. (Not copied to electronic version. Find online: Topeka Daily Capital 12jan1939 p6.)
RHH reporting to PR from the legislation committee of the KSTA. Copies to many others.

What did you find out from the schools convention? Here's what Dean Russell said. Thanks for your comments on Friday.
Here's a proposed editorial for the KANSAS TEACHER. ("That's right, you're wrong!") (pencil on reverse)

"That's right, you're wrong!", a proposed editorial about PR's "remarks on the textbook situation."

Part of clipping reporting a speech by Dr. Russell. Clipped to 064 for no obvious reason.

Here's a proposed editorial. Urge Mr. Perkins (Pittsburg CofC) to buy ads in Kansas Teacher. Edna Dean Baker or Clara Baker?
Proposed editorial: "Good Advice from a Good Friend" - about Governor Ratnor

I am for the "editorial". Itis all true. We meant to suggest Edna Dean Baker. | will talk to Mr. Perkins.
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To RHH from Wes Roberts, Sec/y to Governor: Suggest attendees for meeting of school men on civic education program

WR is worried that too big a group would get out of hand. Come see me and the Governaor in Topeka.

Conveying suggested list of attendees. Attachment: The list.

Explaining FLP's position on the State School Board appointment (plus pencil note on back of p. 3).

Draft reply to FLP's letter. (His actual reply was handwritten, too.)

Patching up differences, after FLP recommended a candidate other than RHH for the State School Board.

Patching up differences after PR appointed RHH to State Schooll Board, over FLP's candidates. FLP is glad to support RHH.
The Governor is calling a conference on the role of the schools in this national emergency. Two-page list of invitees attached.
I shall plan to be there. (Itis to occur on August 29.)

Report on the August 29, 1940 schools conference

RHH writes to Carl Igel (Minneapolis, KS Supt. Sch.) urging PR's reelection as Governor. (Must be one of many letters)
"Educational Planks in the Party Platforms" by C. O. Wright, Dir. of Dpt. of Legislation, Public and Professional Relations, KSTA
"A friend of Kansas Schools...Governor Payne Ratner Republican."

Tuesday morning (election day) - You have been a good governor, win or lose.

Here is an editorial about Doctor Rarick's appointment. Refers to "your governor." BTW | have only 9 months to live.
Approves of Doctor Rarick's appointment.

The editorial is a dandy. | amd sure that MY GOVERNOR will appreciate it.

Governor's inauguaral address, 1941

KSTA newsletter on inaugural address, with a not efrom C. O. Wright praising education proposals (3 pp + note)
signed, undated note from Payne Ratnor on a proposed bill

Cogratulations on assignment to chair Education committee

From Dodge City School Supt., detailed comments on proposed legislation.

To Dodge City School Supt., describing mechanism for discussion of that legislation.

Here are two proposed eidtorials. Seems to prefer #2, as less personal.

Like both editorials, prefer #1, maybe because | read it first.

From Manhattan Supt. W. H. Sheffer, on legislative strategy, conveying comments from Mr. Converse
Report of conversation with Mr. Converse on legislation

Congratulating RHH for leadership on Teacher's Retirement Bill.

Detailed reply to WES. Regrets failure of Equalization Bill, for which they had high hopes.
Appreciates RHH work as chair of legislative committee of KSTA

Urges Phinney to become KSTA officer concerned with retirement program

Thanks Stark; approves of appointment of Mr. Phinney

Appreciates RHH work as chair; results are epoch making; credit to executive and to RHH.
Thanks for your letter; congratulations on role.

Thanks; proposes trip to Wichita.

Proposed editorials: "Thirty", "Judge Phinney", "A Loyal Ally"

From Ottawa Supt., Appreciates RHH role, but doesn't think much of retirement bill as passed
To Ottawa Supt. GH Marshall. Detailed reply.

Thanks Senator Gale for his support on the Retirement Bill.

Thanks for your letter of the 16th. (To Holton Supt.)

From Harper City Supt., congratulations to RHH

Thanks for letter and support.

From Board of Regents member, congratulations on KSTC appointment, offer of support
Collegio with headline: New President assumes duties

comments on proposal to Board of Regents on graduate programs
notes for 1943 graduation speech (mentions Tunisia victory); handwritten and typed notecards



greater part of the last year for the enhancement of his own political
ambitions, in the hope that he might ride in to further political prefer-
nent on the coat tails of Roosevelt, the Little.

“I charge Governor Woodring, through falsification of facts, through
appeal to prejudice, through innuendo and insinuation, with attempting to
create dissension in the ranks of the 20,000 teachers who are unselfishly
devoting their lives to the education of a half million Kansas boys and
girls, but whose very livelihood he would sacrifice to further his own
political ambitions.

Challenges Governor Woodring to a Discussion of the Tax Limitation
Amendment

“I would not be so unkind and so inconsiderate as to challenge Grand
Duke Helvering to a discussion of the tax limitation amendment, for I
recognize that he is probably too busy ‘in the counting house, counting
out his money,” as did the king in the Mother Goose tale. I do, however,
challenge Governor Woodring to a debate with me, at any time or place
he may select, on the merits and demerits of the tax limitation amend-
ment. I am not a gifted public speaker, as is Governor Woodring. I
never have made a political speech in my life, but expect to make one
tomorrow night in Pottawatomie County, where I began teaching a country
school thirty-three years ago, at which time I expect to make clear my
position on the governorship. I never have urged any teacher to support
any particular candidate for governor, and I do not intend to do so in
the future. I do, however, want to hold the grand duke and the corporal
to a consideration of the main issue, which is the tax limitation amendment.

Governor Woodring ‘a Misfit

“Governor Harry Woodring, while a charming and gallant gentleman
personally, is a misfit in the governor’s office. He is a voyager from
Lilliput, thrust by blind Destiny into the- seat of the mighty by fewer
than 300 votes. He is a dwarf, wrapped in the purple cloak of power, a
pygmy statesman with a tinsel scepter, who has utterly no understanding
of the problems of the state or the needs of the people. He is the Little
Lord Fauntleroy of Kansas Democracy, and not the lineal descendant of
such giants as Andrew Jackson and Grover Cleveland.””—Kansas City Star,
October 19, 1932.
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Being the text of a speech made by Governor Harry
H. Woodring, covering certain charges against the
Secretary ef the Kansas State Teachers Associa-
tion and the Kansas State Teachers Associa-
tion, at Atchison on Tuesday evening, Oc-
tober 18, and the reply thereto as made
by the Secretary of the Kansas State
Teachers Association by formal
signed statement in the public

press on Wednesday, October 19
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GOVERNOR WOODRING'S SPEECH
MAKING CHARGES

Atchison, Kas., Oct. 18.—Governor Harry H. Woodring stopped in the
midst of his taxation speech here tonight to make the direct charge that
Frank Pinet, Secretary of the State Teachers Association, had attempted
and is attempting to throw the school teachers of Kansas behind J. R.
Brinkley’s candidacy for governor,

Discussing the tax limitation amendment and its effect on public
schools, the governor paused, drew a folded paper from an inside pocket
and waded into Mr. Pinet. That no mistake be made in what he said,
the governor read that part of his address.

The Mask Is Off

“The mask is off,” he asserted. “Mr Pinet (whom he had identified as
secretary of the teachers’ association) is attempting to throw the associa-
tion into partisan politics and elect John R. Brinkley as governor of
Kansas.”

The governor expressed the belief that the teachers did not know of
the political play that was being made by their highly paid executive and
that he did believe that when they knew the facts they would hesitate to
follow his lead.

“Pinet sent out a bulletin,” the governor said, “announcing that special
arrangements had been made for Brinkley to speak over the radio each
night, the cost of which is to be paid by the Kansas State Teachers
Association,

“Think of it, the executive of the association using the money paid in
by the school teachers of Kansas to defeat one candidate for governor
and to elect another.

Paying for Brinkley’s Time

“The school teachers are paying for Brinkley’s time on the radio tonight
and tomorrow night.”

The governor explained that Pinet’s opposition to him was because of
his advocacy of the tax limitation amendment to be voted upon November 8.

“The executives of the association,” he continued, “are too blinded by
their greed to recognize that unless the amendment does carry, our teach-
ers, the very teachers the executives represent, will suffer the same expe-
rience as did the teachers of Chicago who have not been paid for three
vears. Can the teachers visualize what a taxpayers’ strike in Kansas
would mean to them?”

The governor charged that Pinet, and other officers of the association
responsible, have defied the taxpayers of the state and betrayed a ma-
jority of their own members.

Far Under Proposed Limit

“More than 94 per cent of all the school districts in Kansas,” he said,
“and more than 98 per cent of the rural districts, are far under the limi-
tation proposed so far as the school levy is concerned. The limitation
amendment would not affect a single one of those districts and the adop-
tion of the amendment, by lowering state and county taxes, would enable
rural districts to have better schools if they want them. The officials of
the association, controlled by highly paid executives, demand their pound
of flesh from the city taxpayers and are willing to sacrifice the teachers
of small cities and rural districts.”

The governor then explained that the tax limitation amendment, the
target of the association, will not affect or be affected by the vote for
governor, yet Pinet was seeking to align the teachers behind Brinkley
because of it.

“I make the charge emphatically,” he said, “that the secretary of the
association is trying to defeat me for re-election. He is aiding the cam-
paign for Brinkley.”

Reads from Bulletin

The speaker then read from a bulletin dated October 15, 1932, over
the signature of Pinet, which the governor said definitely tried to line up
the teachers behind Brinkley. He read: “We have made special arrange-
ments for Dr. J. R. Brinkley, which provides for Dr. Brinkley’s speaking
on the tax limitation amendment over KFBI at Abilene. Under this ar-
rangement, Dr. Brinkley is using fifteen minutes of time each evening
which is paid for by the state teachers’ association.”

Having read the bulletin, Governor Woodring said it effectively tore
off the mask.

“When an organization buys radio time for a candidate for governor
near the close of a campaign,” he said, “that organization is openly
supporting that candidate. The mask is off. The alliance is open. The
advocates of unlimited public spending have gotten together in the open.
They will fight to the last ditch to despoil the taxpayers.”

The governor then disclosed a list of names of seventeen men, one of
them Robert Stone, an attorney for Henry L. Doherty, all of them promi-
nent Kansans, who had been persuaded to speak on the same radio pro-
gram with Brinkley. He said he would not embarrass the other sixteen by
reading their names.

“These men probably did not know,” the governor said, ‘“that thev
were merely to play second fiddle to Brinkley and follow his lead. Now
that the facts are known, I cannot believe that they will aid Brinkley’s
campaign by joining this sinister alliance in its campaign against the tax-
payers of Kansas.

“I do not believe that they will give Brinkley the right to say ‘These
friends of mine have joined me in the campaign against limiting taxes.’

“I do not believe the teachers and the friends of Kansas schools will
follow such leadership. I believe they will rise in righteous wrath and
clean up their own organization which has betrayed them and is opposing
the best interests of more than 94 per cent of the school districts of
Kansas.”—ZKansas City Times, October 19, 1932.

MR. PINET'S STATEMENT IN REPLY

“In all this welter of political charges and counter-charges, I am amazed
that Grand Duke Helvering and his leading corporal, Governor Woodring,
should give so much serious attention to a mere hired man for the school
teachers. It is almost unbelievable. There is something wrong with their
psychology.

“Just why they should go squirrel hunting when there are so many
bears to kill is almost un-understandable, for, according to the viewpoint
of the grand duke and the corporal, teachers are mere public servants
who do not pay their 5 per cent into the war chest of the Democratic
party, and, like children, ‘should be seen and not heard.’

Denies Charge of Support to Dr. Brinkley

“When Governor Woodring made the charge last night that I was sup-
porting Dr. Brinkley and was trying to lead the school people of the state
to his support, he was guilty of the utterance of an untruth and a misrepre-
sentation of facts. No one knows this better than Harry Woodring, lead-
ing marionette in the puppet show which for the last two years has been
carried on under the capitol dome under the masterful leadership of that
master showman, Mr. Helvering.

“In the only conversation I ever had with Dr. Brinkley I told him bluntly
I was not for him and would not be for him. This conversation dealt
wholly with the iniquities of the tax limitation amendment. We did. put
Dr. Brinkley on our radio list, just as we have put nearly a score of out-
standing business men, school men, lawyers, jurists, school board members
and others. All the correspondence I have had with Dr. Brinkley has been
authorized by our legislative committee and has dealt strictly with the
tax limitation amendment. Dr. Brinkley and I, the teachers of the state,
the school board members of the state and the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions of the state have one common ground, and that is opposition to the
tax limitation amendent. If this be treason, then let the grand duke and
the corporal make the most of it.

Charges Against Woodring

“I charge Governor Woodring with having deliberately taken on the
tax limitation idea with no other purpose than to obtain votes in a period
of depression.

“I charge Governor Woodring with deliberate misrepresentation of the
facts in connection with the real effect of the tax limitation amend-
ment on the rural taxpayer and with the devastating effect the passage
of this amendment would have upon three-fourths of the school systems
of the cities, the towns and the villages of Kansas.

“T charge Governor Woodring with having used his high office the
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Pinet Forming An Alliance Witt

Secretary of Kansas Teachers’ Association
Plunges ‘Non-Partisan’ Organization Into the
Kansas Political Arena - ‘Beat Woodring!’

Highly-Paid Official
$23,000 Per Year

Fears Job Worth
Is Threatened By

Governor Woodring’s Proposal to Put
a Limit on All the Kansas Tax Levie

Frank L. Pinet, of Topeka,
highly-paid executive secre-
tary of the Kansas Teachers
Association, is out to “get”
Governor Harry H. Wood-

ring, because of Woodring’s
sponsorship of the tax limita-

BULLETIN!

Just who is Mr. Pinet
for? He declared, one day
this week, that he was for
Landon. One day he is
for one man, the next
day for another—‘“Any-
body but Woodring.”

| ]
vulnerable because of his money-

grabbing activities, and he was
apparently afraid that his ex-
tremely profitable connections,
through the financial revenues de-
rived from the teachers and asso-
ciated activies, would be endanger-
ed if personalities were brought
into the discussion.
Eliminate Personalities

Persons backing the amendment
agreed with Pinet, at that time,
that personalities had no place in
the tax limit amendment discus-
sion, and that it should rise or fall
on its merits.

Since then, however, in his ex-
treme nervousness because his per-
sonal pocketbook might be affect-
ed, Pinet has resorted to ugly per-
sonalities, even going so far as t
say, in the last issue of his pro
fitable house organ, that Wood-

tion amendment, and is re-
sorting to every known means,
even to the extent of spending
huge sums paid in for other
purposes by the Teachers As-
sociation members, in order
to fight Governor Woodring
personally.

The teaching profession is

Se————composed of niembers of both|

political parties, and the as-
sociation is a non-partisan or-
ganization, but Pinet has, nev-
ertheless, thrown the associa-
tion into politics in an en-
deavor to obliterate the Gov-
ernor from the state’s politj
cal arena because his (Pineyf)
highly paid position might'be
jeopardized if the teachers

rise up in their wrath and de-}

ring is “a pasteboard governor.”
. Calls Woodring Mean Names
¥ Just how calling a state’s chief
executive mean names can be con-
strued as conducting a fight on it
merits, is not known.

Pinet declares Woodring is “the
Beau Brummel of Main Street, and
Master of Arts in Babbitism,” and
other fond and endearing names
which indicates the “esteem” in
which Pinet holds his Governor.

It was just a few short months
Ao that Pinet held an important
position under Governor Woodring,
being a member of the Kansas
State Fish and Game Commission.
In that.position he served with ho-
himself, and performed his
a real service.

Scared About His Profits

But, he foresaw a situation, ap-
parently, that might endanger his
huge - financial benefits from the
teachers of Kansas. He could not
be a friend to Woodring, and a sup-
porter of the administration, unless
he, being a Republican, kept his
}zﬁoclatlon out of polities.

And Branlr Pineat wanted fn oot

.his personally-condueted house or-

gan, labeled “The Kansas Teach-
er.” He gets the advertising pro-
fits, supposedly, from this maga-
zine. The subseription price is two
dollars per year.

Printing Profits

/X{e magazine is printed in To-
eka by Jones & Birch, which is

owned, it is reported, either wholly
or in part, by Frank Pinet, or his
son. At any rate, no other Topeka
priting office can get a chance to
print ‘this magazine, even though
lower bids have been made by other
Topeka shops. It ean’t be taken
away from Jones & Birch, Pinet’s
shop. And there’'s bound to be
some profit from the printing an-
gle, so Pinet makes three profits,
apparently, on his magazine: the
subseriptions, the advertising, and
the printing contraet. Some To-
peka printers have declared that
the teachers could save a lot of
money by having ‘the magazine
printed in some other shop, and
operated by some one other than

His “Reading Circle”

Then, Pinet opcrates what is
known as the “Kansas State Read-
ing Circle.” That’s a book con-
cern, and Pinet admitted, in the
September issue of his magazine,
that a/revenue was being derived
that source.

A Cut on Teacher’s Jobs

And then there is the Kansas
Teacher Placement Bureau. A
teacher wants a job. She signs up
with Frank Pinet. He puts her on
his list. The various school boards
get this list. Then, when the teach-
er gets a job, she Dpays Frank,
through his “Bureau,” a nice fat
commis®ion, some.. ‘*1mes-a monthly
assessment on heér salary, it is
said, for Frank having gotten her
A mch business—for

Commencement Printing
Then, there’s the little matter,
too, of Frank getting a cut on cer-
tain printing that must be had by
a lot of schools along about com-
mencement time:: the graduation
programs, commencement folders
cards, ete. Theres money in tha’t
sort of thing, when a price can be
charged ind Frank can charge
that p e rather authoritatively,
you y

erally that its sole conc
welfare of the schools
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political parties, and the as-
sociation is a non-partisan or-
ganization, but Pinet has, nev-
ertheless, thrown the associa-
tion into politics in an en-
deavor to obliterate the Gov-
ernor from the state’s politj
cal arena because his (Pine{)
highly paid position might'be
jeopardized if the teachers

rise up in their wrath and de-
mand Pinet’s removal fro
his grafting job.

Was “For” Landon

Pinet started out, a few
months ago, to fight Wood-
ring. Two months ago he de-
voted the major part of his
editorial activities and Jper,

sonal work to boosting e
Landon candidacy. Receffly,
however, he switched¥ to

Brinkley, evidently deciding
that Landon didn’t have a
chance to win.

Now “For” Brinkley

Pinet now has definitely
formed an alliance with Brink-
ley, and is tying up his teach-
ers association in the effort
to elect Brinkley as Governor.

Boosts Milford Fakir

Just a few days ago it
“Anyone but Woodring”
Pinet, but now it seems Mat
he has swallowed the Brinkley
pill, hook, line and sinker, and
is attempting to get all his
teachers lined up to suppor
the Milford fakir for the hw
est executive position in.Yhe
state.

Pinet Begs For Mercy

Frank Pinet, some months ago,
declared that the discussion on the
tax limit amendment over the state
should be conducted on a non-per-
sonal basis; that personalities, in-
cluding attacks on the Governor,
should not have a place in the tax
limit amendment fight.

Pinet’s attitude at that time, was
because of the fact that he WD

position under Governor Woodring,
being a member of the KXansas
State Fish and Game Commission.
In thag.position he served with ho-
himself, and performed his
a real service.

Scared About His Profits

But, he foresaw a situation, ap-
parently, that might endanger his
huge-financial benefits from the
teachers of Kansas. He could not
be a friend to Woodring, and a sup-
porter of the administration, unless
he, being a Republican, kept his

}Bﬁociation out of polities.

And Frank Pinet wanted to get
his association into politics. So he
resigned. He quit his service to
the state, in favor of continuing
his financial progress, and his ap-
parent exploitation of the state’s
teachers.

Pinet Gets $23,000 a Year

Mr. Pinet, a high-powered, ag-
gressive and intelligent promotor,
has, in a few years, promoted him-
seelf as secretary of the Kansas
Teachers’ Association from a “job”
with a salary of $2,500 a year to a
“position” in that same organiza-
tion with an “income” of $6,000.00
a year, to which is added, in the
four departments over which he
has control, additional salary al-
lowances, traveling expenses and
miscellaneous expenditures, total-
ing in all, more than $23,000.00—
just to take care of Mr. Pinet and
his “staff.” This is exclusive of
automobile expense and many
other “items.”

Suffice it to say that of the

$64,000.00 to be expended this year

by the association in the wvarious
departments, more than one third,
or $23,000.00, is set aside to main-
tain Mr. Pinet and his “staff.”

. Governor Takes Pay Cut

he Governor and all conscien-
ious public servants have long
since taken a voluntary cut in pay,
but Frank Pinet still receives his
$6,000 a year personal salary, and
all the trimmings.

Does Pinet Own the Teachers

Kansas teachers pay annual
membership fees into Frank Pinet’s
association; it’s ‘“his” association,
apparently, because he does with it
as he will. Of course, Frank gets
the nice salary, six thousand dol-
lars a year, for “running” the asso-
ciation.

/Subscriptions and Advertising

In addition to his salary, he has

said, .for Frank having gotten her

A nic

assessment on her salary, 1t is
business—for

Commencemént Printing
hen, there’s the little matter,
too, of Frank getting a cut on cer-
tain printing that must be had by
a lot of schools along about com-
mencement time:: the graduation
programs, commeéncement folders,
cards, ete. There’s money in that
sort of thing, when a price can be
\ind Frank can charge
e rather authoritatively,
owW. :

Committee St'%'a.rts Inquiry

ast spring some of the mem-
ers of a State Teachers’ Associa-
tion committee inguired of Frank
just how much money he was mak-
ing. And did he explode! He went
right up in the air. It’s been a
vulnerable spot 'with him ever
since. He didn’t want the teach-
ers inquiring into his personal af-
fairs. He was just a poor man. He
was having a hard time getting
along and keeping up the building
and loan payments on his house, or
houses, rather. He wasn’t, he
said, making anything like the
twenty or thirty thousand dollars
per year that he was reported to
be gouging out of the teachers, and
activities associated with the teach-
ers association.

Newspaper Scores Pinet

Newspaper comment following

Pinet’s move in throwing his teach-
ers association into politiecs, has
been very uncomplimentary to the
big boy who has been gouging huge
profits out of the teachers. One
county seat newspaper declared
that the trouble with Pinet is that
he thinks he is the “educational
leader” of Kansas; that Pinet con-
fuses the real educational leaders
of the state with those who profit
from the exploiting of the teachers
and their activities.
/ “He profits,” this paper says,
“from big commissions on sales of
largely unrequired 'and wunneces-
sary material from the great pub-
lishing houses, from the bonuses
extracted from cities entertaining
the state conventions of the teach-
ers, and other activities, including
the advertising of the 21 per cent
a month loan concerns.

“The management of the Kansas
State Teachers Association,” con-
tinues the article, “will have a hard

time convincing the people gen-

tax legislation.

“This act definitely 1
worthy organization inf
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BANCROFT RURAL
SCHOOL

P. H\ Netherland, Pi

Bancro:
Oct. 11

Mr. F. L. Pinet, Secreta
Kansas State Teachers
Topeka, Kansas. -
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Helvering Makes Statement

Following Pinet’s published pro-
posal to throw his teachers into the
state political fight against Gov-
ernor Woodring, personally, and his
announced policy of “Vote for Any-
one but Woodring,” as shown by
his alliance with Landon, Republi-
can, and Brinkley, Independent, a
statement was issued by Guy T.
Helvering, chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, in which
he declared that Pinet fails miser-
ably in understanding the present
school tax situation.

“Pinet entirely overlooks the
fact,” says the Helvering state-
ment, “that the tax limitation
amendment was submitted to the
tax payers only after men and wo-
men high in the educational, busi-
ness and professional clircles of
Kansas had gone into the school
tax situation most thoroughly with
the Governor, and, after a complete
investigation, decided that if we
were to maintain schools and con-
tinue to have adequate salaries for
the teachers in those schools, a re-
vision of the antiquated taxing sys-
tem now in vogue in Kansas was
absolutely necessary, or eventual
property confiscation would result,
which would in %turn bring about
wholesale closing of schools and
elimination of teachers.

Strikes at Taxpayers

“The most important point, how-
ever, is that Mr. Pinet’s private and
public activities during recent
weeks show his extreme, selfish-
ness. He, obviously, has no thought
whatever of the over-burdened tax-
payer, no consideration for his fel-
low teachers, but, oblivious to pub-
lic good, with eyes firmly fixed on
that $6,000.00 salary check and con-
tingent funds of various kinds,
Frank Pinet, through selfishness,
and selfishness alone, viciously
strikes -at the Kansas taxpayer in
an attempt to demonstrate that
through virtue of his high office in
the teaching profession, he can
‘whip’ his subjects into line and
bring a group of voters out in one
huge bloc to defeat a governor and
a proposed piece of constructive
tax legislation.

“This act definitely places this
worthy organization into politics,
and is opposed to the interests and
welfare of the taxpayers of the
state who support and make pos-
sible the present school system.”

ONE TEACHER IS
ON THE WARPATH

RANCROET RITRAL HIGCH

education. And now the “Kansas
Teacher,” official organ of teach-
ers of Kansas, deliberately enters
into a fight to defeat Governor
Woodring, when the real issue, if
any, so far as teachers are con-
cerned, is the Limitation Amend-
ment.

It is conceivable that one could
be opposed to the Limitation
Amendment. No doubt there are
many good minds on both sides of
that issue—at least I know Demo-
crats and Republicans both for and
against it. Perhaps more teachers
than any other class or profession
are interested in defeating the
measure. And I can see no ob-
jgction to our magazine fighting
to defeat it if, after careful study
it is found that the measure would
be to the detriment of a very con-
siderable percentage of the pro-
fession, or to the schools, or edu-
cation, or if it is wrong in prin-
ciple.

However, I cannot see how the
defeat of Woodring is going to
help the teacher if the amendment
should be adopted anyway. It
seems to me that the editor is tak-
ing on just a little more than the
situation calls for.

Regardless of the political belief
or affiliations of your readers, I
should think that they would see
the injustice of your appeal, and
would resent your using the col-
umns of their magazine for parti-
san purposes. For my part, I pro-
test.

Now as to whether this Limita-
tion Amendment does concern a
very considerable number of teach-
ers adversely, I can only cite you
to the bulletins or propaganda
which our own organization (Kan-
sas State Teachers Ass’n.) puts out.

According to this, only a very
small percent of the rural dis-
tricts would be affected by the limi-
tation. Their taxes are below the
limitation now. Therefore, the
schools in these districts would not
be affected.

Many towns and cities would not
be disturbed. Therefore, the
teachers in these districts could
not be affected. It might even be

Already, in the third class cities,
and in rural districts, salaries have
been reduced from ten to fifty per
cent, and more. There will be
another heavy cut again next year,
and maybe for several years to
come,

It is quite possible that the sal-
aries of teachers in our first and
second class cities will be reduced
some, even if the Amendment is
not adopted.

These salaries have not dropped
in the same ratio as have those in
rural districts—and salaries were

much higher in cities than in rural
Y tninta hafare any onits were made.

possible that they would be helped.
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hen, there’s the little matter,
too, of Frank getting a cut on cer-
tain printing that must be had by
a lot of schools along about com-
mencement time: the graduation
programs, commencement folders,
cards, ete. There’s money in that
sort of thing, when a price can be
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Committee Starts Inquiry

ast spring some of the mem-
ers of a State Teachers’ Associa-
tion committee inquired of Frank
just how much money he was mak-
ing. And did he explode! He went
right up in the air. It’s been a
vulnerable spot with him ever
since. He didn’t want the teach-
ers inquiring into his personal af-
fairs. He was just a poor man. He
was having a hard time getting
along and keeping up the building
and loan payments on his house, or
houses, rather. He wasn’t, he
said, making anything like the
twenty or thirty thousand dollars
per year that he was reported to
be gouging out of the teachers, and
activities associated with the teach-
ers association.

Newspaper Scores Pinet

Newspaper comment following
Pinet’s move in throwing his teach-
ers association into politics, has
been very uncomplimentary to the
big boy who has been gouging huge
profits out of the teachers. One
county seat newspaper declared
that the trouble with Pinet is that
he thinks he is the “educational
leader” of Kansas; that Pinet con-
fuses the real educational leaders
of the state with those who profit
from fhe exploiting of the teachers

d their activities..

/ “He profits,” this paper says,
“from big commissions on sales of
largely unrequired 'and unneces-
sary material from the great pub-
lishing houses, from the bonuses
extracted from ecities entertaining
the state conventions of the teach-
ers, and other activities, including
the advertising of the 214 per cent
a month loan concerns.

“The management of the Kansas
State Teachers Association,” con-
tinues the article, “will have a hard
time convincing the people gen-

tax legislation.

“This act definitely places this
worthy organization into politics,
and is opposed to the interests and
welfare of the taxpayers of the
state who support and make pos-
sible the present school system.”

ONE TEAGHER I3
ON THE WARPATH

BANCROFT RURAL HIGH
SCHOOL

P. H. Netherland, Principal

Bancroft, Kansas
Oct. 11,1932

Mr. F. L. Pinet, Secretary,
Kansas State Teachers Assn.,
Topeka, Kansas. -

Dear Sir:

After reading the editorial sec-
tion of the recent (October) issue
of the “Kansas Teacher” it is plain
to me that those in charge of the
administration of our great edu-
cational organization, or at least
the editor of its official organ, have
completely lost sight of its pur-
pose, or have deliberately entered
into partisan politics.

From one department of the
“Kansas Teacher” I quote; “It is
to be hoped that any discussion of
the proposed taxation limitation
amendment among teachers may be
carried on without partisanship
bias being introduced or implied,”
and yet, turning to the editorial
columns, I find an appeal for all
teachers to support the Republican
ticket under the heading: “The
Deadly Parallel” I quote: “It is
unthinkable that any teacher in
Kansas is unable to understand the
English language to such an ex-
tent that she does not know on
which side her bread is buttered
by making a comparison of these
party planks. If there was ever a
time in which the teacher should
disregard party lines and party
affiliations it is now;” and in
another column: “a pasteboard
governor, plucked by time and fate
and chance from the little town of
Neodesha, Harry Woodring, Beau
Brummel of Main Street and Mas-
ter of Arts in Babbitism.”

Education should be removed
from politics. This is conceded by
every thinking person interested in

PUODLIMAG viivy viss, TR PR RO —

Already, in the third class cities,
and in rural districts, salaries have
been reduced from ten to fifty per
cent, and more. There will be
another heavy cut again next year,
and maybe for several years to
come.

It is quite poss1ble that the sal-
aries of teachers in our first and
second class cities will be reduced
some, even if the Amendment is
not adopted.

These salaries have not dropped
in the same ratio as have those in
rural districts—and salaries were
much higher in cities than in rural
districts before any cuts were made.

Now Governor Woodring has
promised, if elected, and if the
Limitaion Amendment is approved,
that he will fight for the proposed
school cost equalization measure,
which was brought out by the
school code commission, which, by
the way, is generally known to
favor the smaller schools. I am
of the opinion that this would
greatly benefit not only the rural
teacher, but also the city teacher
as well.

In March I wrote you asking that
you use the influence of our or-
ganization to try to counteract the
tendency to cut the salaries of our
rural teachers to an unwarranted
figure. At that time you were
unable to find funds with which to
enter the fight. Now it seems you
have a more justifiable cause. Is
it to defeat the Limitation Amend-
ment, or beat Governor Woodring ?

I wish to protest the entering
of the “Kansas Teacher” and the
Kansas State Teachers Ass’n. in-
to state politics in a partisan way.
I believe that every unbiased teach-
er in Kansas should see the in-
justice of your action. ‘I think that
immediate steps should be taken
by the Board of Directors to show
the patrons of our schools that the
rank and file of our organization
are opposed to your activities in
this connection.

Very truly yours,
P. H. Netherland, President,

Nemaha County Teachers Ass’n.

i Woodring is the first governor
to take a budget prepared by a
careful legislautre, and pare hund-
reds of thousands off of that, with
the help of state officials, and
heads of institutions anxious %o

lmake the most possible saving for
nge ;})leople of the state—Kinsley
‘raphic
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AND DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER
A i CARRIE POOLE

DIRECTCR MAILING DEPARTMENT
OLIVE WILCOX '
DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER LT ‘
e TR Ns s l FILING CLERK AND STENOGRAPHER

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY

DIRECTOR OF KANSAS STATE v
TEACHERS ASSOCIATIO
¢escoeecocecc e
E L PINET seceocccoe

SECRETARY 315 WEST TENTH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS

SUPT. REES HUGHES #3

Perhaps unconsciously you have been unduly influenced by the first elass, Per-
haps consciously or unconsé¢iously I have been influenced by the second class.

As you may recall the German poet, Heine, once said, ™We do not possess our ideas.
They possess us and force us into the arena to fight for them.”

I wish to remind you at this time that I was for six years probably
the most unpopular superintendent of schools Parsons had. ' Very probably this
unpopularity grew out of my lack of tact and diplomacy. I am very sure, howevers
that some of it grew out of the faect that during these six years I battled to
raise teachers salaries snd that I made powerful enemies right there in Parsons
because that I was unwilling that the loeal politicians should have any hand
in the conduet of school affeirs. You have, I think, made a much more success-
ful superintendent than I could possibly have made., You have a sense of tact
and diplomacy which I do not have. I am enly sorry in this particular crisis
you and I can not see eye to eye in this matter. To you, if I understand you
rightly, the passage of the Tax Limitation Amendment will ondy be a step toward
a more rational scheme of support to the publiec schools. To me it will prove
a positive disaster brought on by dishonesty and insincerity on the part of the
politicians and by selfishness and greed of great financial interests. HEsch of
us is entitled to his omn opinion, Each of us should not be ecemsored if he finds
his views unalterable.

In closing, permit me to say, that I do not get your point that my dis-
cussion of this suleet would ™lend political color™ to this meeting. I wish to
point out to you that I have never been a candidate for public office and have
never been on the state payroll. On the other hand Mr. Rice is a candidate for
public office, has been and is on the state payroll and would never have been
kmown outside the city of Parsons had it not been for the accident that put
Harry Woodring in the governor's chair. Hence, you will see that it is very
difficult for me to recognize any grounds on which you might have objected to ny
discussion of the Tax Limitation Amendment for fear that my eppearance on the
platform would have given this meeting "a political color”.

FLP/M
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PEARL MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER
PE ARLMUY.L .0 FICNIN GVIWXVD
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OLIVE WILCOX
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SECRETARY

Supt. Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas.

My dear Mr. Hughes:

L

Qfc K3Qf SAS STATE
TEACHER'S ASSOCIATION

315 WEST TENTH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS

October 29, 1932

LYDIA J. CROFT
DIRECTOR CONVENTION DEPARTMENT

CARRIE POOLE
DIRECTOR MAILING DEPARTMENT

EDNA TAYLOR
FILING CLERK AND STENOGRAPHER

Enclosed find carbon copy of a letter which I have just
written to Mr. Ratner in connection with the recent trip I took
I have thought you might care to have this to know
just how I am reacting to this matter so far as Mr, Ratner is

to Parsons.

concerned.

Sincerely yours,

RHH-1932-004



Oebabor ff# 1988
M Payne :*ttaar

CMlraan Republican County Control Comrnitte*
Parsons, :ans ;n.

6®er POgntoty

1 was, as you ' -ow, eory **ch humiliate:; by the situation that
dereloped at Pcraor* after I had driven. 170 mi/m for the purpose of

diteutsing th® tax limitation m Its rarita with. "Si# Carl
Rtee#

f | aiaxiistrossei that any miSimderstandi»g shuld h®® coonrred
in this setter. 'Iwsx yon wrote is® o» October S3, I got An(touch with

'yvea by telephone for the purpose of assisting yon to secure e speaker
t® prosant char §!#+ of this matter, Ton will recall that yon wrote
7» stat'ng that you wanted an effect!re spei&ker to oppose "fc*. ;ioe#
Too will also recall that I first suggested It** Mote* sad later, as
th® eewrorsation doveloped, indicate ¢ that 1, Itself, would ho glad

to hare an opportunity to 1l sous this matter with "lr« Ho®, You will
Recall that the final arwangaiasnta mode orer the telephone war® to the
Effect that 1 should go be Tur-eong to talk early in the ewelag to tie
Young ’on’s Pepublieen elub sad that Istor I afe>rel4 have thirty a'.nut a
to present our aide of the matter without any personalities in the dis-

cussion of the tax limitation, aaottdiwnfc before the persons Ghanfcer of
Z&s'mtm,

I wish at this tisso to gl.ee ym ay word that 1 newer drowsed
thoro would bo my opposition to ay presenting our side of this matter#
1 h&d no thought of es”ermsslng Tr. Hughes in this aoanootioa, |
ms absolutely astounded whoa I called at yom offtoe and. found that

r, Hughes had ehjeotod to ngr presenting err aide of this case and
had am-.ngod for the substitution of Prof* "toraoipher#

I on# oSs ou Aknml rob a gifted p?bli« epeefcer. la fast, public
spoeictag to xir is mrjr distasteful, perhaps homm® 1 do so poor a job
of it. I do, howwwr# fool very keenly on this subject and had looked
ferwari to m opporttmiby to disouse this wetter, which has a eery
serious insert for the schools of Kansas# with 'fr. clo# in his hone torn
I was not the least worried about this encounter with ?!r. Hoe, far I
felt sure that./ had the foots os say side and I ms and mn absolutely
donvinoed that ''r, Rite and Fir* Wearing, 'Hogether with thoir"ossoaiates
or© Insinoore and dishonest in t otr arlvooeoy of this measure#

RHH-1932-005 p1



Er* >&bner*##S

I alyj>ly <NU32X»t fsterstsni lfi*» Bagte®' position in till® ssteter
ejftfl to® wribtf** M.n %+ tH® 8-Y«rir. 1 *» quit© willing to recognise
that Mo tes & right to Mi# -paint of rieir end that if h® oan eonsoloft---

to> t*57 IfaltfttfOfi «®EOfISS«t*. tos is ilg
1 4® not, 1»®W, §b M ft p#Hiat rtf riot? in Mis oMlJeotisg to nr 44®*
m:Miw$ it'it mMmt tesate * ge®«f at the fsamoa® S$teafe*r of "»»*
at*®® oy, itH -'witéywifely "Ir» ait® toeing tte Opo*ira t do
wt ate ttet «y ®r®«®ne# in this «#®u##i®a would tew girm the 44®-
ettetltt * color of g&olitttel MRIMIiif} for im wy opinion «at& from
sty wint of view, ™% 4.®e is j*wich *«r* of a politician s»4 mOh mt®
of ft ©restore ©f politicsth.es I a»« I Maw never teeft o® tho state
pity roll, [- tew wrar roaottei a Ites from to state™ wfe?#?* is act
%i1§# of Er#t SiO#, for !» is al %6 %isa® cm the ftetc F&ymit*
ttetewr I te *# icm® la a poHttol my te* tes® sore or less is©Oid«m%o6l,
"tet Up, Si#a fesa tea in a folittolmy is in to ton?**O of fM*r«o*i®t

Per totsrwtsem [ 72 §to®ly taelsl# t© mmwxls. for ft*,
tegjtef® teas* paint ift this wetter. telfewgi* &a I Smm mi& t© 5> ®»4
to fey friend 0%#® 1#®€, X «s ante wry hoary obligation# to iSr* Hugh#®
for fews r#Bd«r«t m in tfl» past*  frs.afcly tha stele cltastion is
Sfmw&m fm.m%m m*  fmm sy rtosftflift®* te# Scghe® trA Mi® teaater#
and hi* teaaNf of ©teetifoi to te with ti» gate Mile of bti® mm»
tetehlp of tte Emm>a 'Stet© n#?ociKttan is apr««iti©n to tl»
tor iteliatioa ®»®1%T®nt* v%y they ar© not' agslast It, X «annot uacter-
staad, T>mWI[*m Nr* Euflt## sal his s*s®sist»s imt-* good m%mm for
favarise this 3-fln#Oate% art I m2 w>% reasons* I «a
only saying that I '«a dlefero®aod that m®U a gltw.tion ©hosll haw
M*is«n.

Ir, Jmtfiim is s® m»9l%«aat 9dh” ol mm, fha -w<itk h# ha#
is attest# t# tM« feet,, that hr, it to the Sasss
Ststt# ftaohorg *9*4 1%® prSnsiplo.o, I tew no iauht, ftet
ho 4# 4®pi to >»> pmmally, 1 have «© ftet te is honest is
M* tonriotiom te to tho ««t of oar p*«t«at in PfgpsM
ifm tor ftfffiirs., I tew no.doubt* fte only iifffroate .tet®te» as is
that h# and I if ftoh tetd mmmt tMat: sills® os 'this laatete:*

I lo *»t ten® ail te® fact# In tte OftH## sc- fm sat m -fs”"sitioa
to Jtep, tet it ssotirs to m that ym fmm tte iapulftfs in
s«gftsting that 1 on fh¢ %m lisaitfttisn in Frnrmm,

tec l»gisn* tews to tetwl thte 'yrm teftted me for this a<SO«io» wiMrnm
satteri%i 7z this it th® «««, ! s» sorry, for I etrtately did not
irish to ham t» teior® X i not wsmted, 1 f#lt that the faol that for
fix- ytars I ms saf>srlat«a#at of tfe© Pfrso.ns Soltoels? &ad Airing %e! *
si* yosns l&harod to ml#© toohtm* salurios, »*M at least

im to a rotfootfiti h«ari»g at tl» hascls of to Par-on# people# 'Potttel*c
In this mat>> I 'toot too mwsti for grissfe#4* If so, 1 a» sorry, I
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r*, PeAr.sr.*,:?

ymxe frhmA *«S W+ Hughef#* friand emA thoro Is noting that I wish to
do mm than to avoid es#ma*assywit to any of sy frlonic.

< mm mvsrm la clear. Tks only thing for %a» to do i« to battle
the tax limitation memirmAl end to giro the yropoaeafes of tM® asmtémrsk

all tho travels I ean. rho e tfeimja 1 prepoee to do, regardless of the
Be»yep*wnre*rsi«

Agate ogresslag to y*» regret that inadvertently I contributed
Bfee the sdacviap of the Parsons i feu&feiea, ®»4 assuring fit that had I

kneim that Iwould ho & fly in the eintwont* I should haw diaeottraged

you from |*r4l teg 177 to disousa the t&* Iteitation moOmteent with Hr.
Hi®a* 1 reualn

Sincerely jow,

Secretary¥*
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PEARL. MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER '
AND DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER

ADVERTISING
OLIVE WILCOX

LYDIA J. CROFT
DIRECTOR CONVENTION DEPARTMENT

CARRIE POOLE

DIRECTOR MAILING DEPARTMENT
PEARL.MA MU Y,OF.F R,LIRA
CNGDTKTSH VWXTGW EDNA TAYLOR
o ’ ] FILING CLERK AND STENOGRAPHER

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY
PEARL.MA MUY,OF,F F..R

fIAEHIR'S ASSOCIATION

FL. PINET  eeeccceccccccccccccccceas
SECRETARY 385 WEST TENTH STREET

TOPEKA, KANSAS

November 18, 1932

Supt, Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I am now replying to the two short notes which you sent me,
written in longhand.

The one relating to the information you had collected on
junior colleges, 1 hare made some use of, selecting from this data
some information which I could use in the School Master Gossip de-
partment of our December issue.

With regard to your comment on the tax limitation amendment
and the recent election, X do not agree with you that Mr. Landon should

credit his election to me. I voted for him, as did my family and many
of my friends, and of course, did what I could for him in newspaper
interviews and otherwise . There were many forces that entered into

Mr. Landon’s election, among which I may enumerate Dr. Brinkley’s
candidacy, Mr. Woodring’s persistent advocacy of the tax limitation
amendment, the osar-like attitude of Chairman Helvering, and a number
of other things. I think I told you when we talked that I had no
personal grudge at Governor Woodring, and I am of the opinion that

had he not sponsored the tax limitation amendment as he did and had

he and his associates not attempted to coerce teachers, he would
probably have been elected. ?/¢ must consider that Governor Woodring
had every advantage. First of all he had the benefit of the Roosevelt
vote, which easily made 75,000 votes in his favor. In the second
place his ps.rty had almost inexhaustable funds, having levied as they
did, 5/0 on the salaries of practically all state employees. What
part I took in this matter I was forced to take if I retained any self-
respect. Had Chairman Helvering permitted my editorials in the October
issue to go by unnoticed and had he not directed a savage attack upon me
based upon absolute falsehoods, it would have been better for both him
and Governor Woodring. This is also true of Governor Woodring’s mis-
take of attacking me in his Atchison speech, charging that I was for
Dr. Brinkley, when he knew this was not a fact. I had no choice but
to be against the tax limitation amendment, and being against it, I
felt that I should do everything I could to bring about its defeat.

I do not have the feeling that I defeated the amendment—I simply have
the feeling that I joined with other school people of the state in
bringing about its defeat and that we were successful.

I have no special claim on Mr. Landon and shall make none.
Knowing him as well as I do, however, I am sure that he will be friendly
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Mr* Hughes...2

to the school interests and that we will have a friend at court.

This leads me to another thought. I am not one of those who
feel that our battles are over. I sun more disposed to think that they
have just begun. I think it would he very unwise for us to sit down
now and twiddle our thumbs, thinking that all is well. I think you and
I are in accord in the feeling that the next year or two is going to be
harder on the schools than the past year or two have been. 1 propose
that so far as I can 5.nfluencd the legislative committee and the Board
of Directors, to bring the educational leaders of the state to a recog-
nition of this fact. I am hoping that we will have enough wisdom and
forethought to sponsor in the coming legislature bills which will re-
duce the tax levy limits for school purpose. I think the only place
you and I differed on the tax limitation amendment was in the fact that
I felt this was a problem that could be handled in the legislature, while
you felt that it must be put in the constitution, I also think that we
must he prepared to do what we can to have legislation affecting the in-
come tax worked out so as to give the schools at least a part of the
benefit of this new source of revenue. I also think that perhaps we
can do something in the coming legislature to give the cigarette tax to
the schools and that the time is right now for the consideration of
a sales tax, severance tax, and perhaps some other forms of special
taxes for the support of the schools. I recognize that this is a
rather ambitious program, but it is my firm conviction that we must be
on our guard during the coming session of the legislature and that we
have more need now than, ever before for whatever intelligence we can
muster to meet the situation that is confronting us.

At the meeting of the legislative committee held this week, I
resigned as acting chairman of the legislative committee. I felt that
the work of the committee can be better directed by someone else and that
I should have ry time to handle the general matters of the Kansas State
Teachers Association, which with a loss of revenue in every department,
including a loss of 3000 memberships, is quite a problem in itself. 1
do, of course, expect to be more or less active in the legislature but
want to be free to do the thing in my own way. The Committee accepted
ray resignation and elected Supt. IT. Iff. Richards of Dodge City as Chairman
of the committee, I am sure that Mr. Richards will take this new position
seriously and will do effective work. Of course, he will be assisted by
Mr, Rarick, Mr, Petit, Dr. Andrews, and a number of others.

Now that this first battle is won, Sees, the thing we must do
is to get together and. show a solid front in this coming legislature.
I am hoping that we will have enough funds so. that the Board can give
me one or possibly two men to help in the legislative work during the
coming session, Just what the Board can do ana just what it will do
along this line, I shall not know for a while, for we are facing the
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Ok L,INISAS SFATE

fIAEHII'S ASSOEIATIBM

F. L. PINET
SECRETARY

315 WEST TENTH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS

LYDIA J. CROFT
DIRECTOR CONVENTION DEPARTMENT

CARRIE POOLE
DIRECTOR MAILING DEPARTMENT

EDNA TAYLOR
PEAERL . AMUY,RO FIMRCLUNGMU

new fiscal year with considerably less of a treasury balance than we
had a year ago, and I am of the opinion that our revenue for 1933 will

be considerably less than it was in 1932,

As ray old Mother, who is

now past 75, but who still has an. indomitable Belgian spirit, has

often said to me, "Cheer up, the worst is yet to come."

Sincerely yours,
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CHETOPA CITY:

W. H. COLUMBIA Chetopa
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REPUBLICAN
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, ibeDDe L.RUDE rt iUyiy

OFFICERS:
PAYNE H. RATNER, Chairman, Parson*
W. A. BLAIR, Secretary, Oswego
I M. HINDS, Treasurer, Md. Valley
MRS. ADDIE NANCE, Vice Chairman, Oswego

Parsons,
December 6,

Kansas,
1932.

Prank L. Pinet,
State Teachersl
Topeka, Kansas.

Secretary,
Association,

Dear Prank:

I have tried to write you ever since the election
hut have been out of the office a great deal and when
I am in the office I am snowed under with office
seekers and attempting to take care of my lav/ business
so I haven't had the opportunity.

In the first place, I want to congratulate you
on the effective work you did for our friend Landon
in the campaign. I am sure your work was one of the
deciding factors in causing his election.

In the second place, I want to explain frankly
the mix-up about your speaking here and take my
share of the responsibility. I consider you and Rees
Hughes among my best personal friends. 1 like and
admire you both very much. I am very sorry I was,
unwittingly, partly responsible for the unfortunate
situation that developed here.

I understood that it was left to me to select the
speaker against the limitation amendment. [ contacted
the head of our Speakers Bureau, Ben Franklin, and
asked him for suggestions. He told ine he would get
in touch with me later and finally told me that he
had gotten Walter Pleasant to come. He stated that
Pleasant did not want to come but v/ould do so if we
insisted and if we could furnish automobile transporta
tion. Pleasant would have to have someone bring him
in a car as he either did not have one or did not want
to use his own car and did not want to take the time
to come on the train. I had invited Bill White to
speak on the income tax amendment and I told Franklin
I would have Bill come through Topeka and bring
Pleasant with him.
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#2 Prank L. Pinet 12-5-32

A few days before the meeting I read about your
work and thought it would be fine if we could have
a more effective speaker than I believe Pleasant to
be. I telephoned you and the result of the conversa-
tion was that it was arranged for you to come down.
I did this without consulting Rees. 1 feel now that
I should have consulted him first before I attempted
to make any change but I had so many things pressing
on my mind at the time that it did not occur to me.
At the same time I learned that Bill White had hurt
his ankle and would not be able to come, which meant
that he could not drive through Topeka and bring
Pleasant with him. 1 found that the combination of
circumstances, that is, Whitels inability to bring
Pleasant and that Pleasant was not anxious to come
any way, plus the.fact that I believe you to be a
more effective speaker, gave me a good excuse to
switch from Pleasant to you. Of course, had I dreamed
there would be any opposition or had it occurred to
me what Rees' viewpoint in the matter would be, 1
would, of course, not have embarrassed you or myself
by telling you to come.

As I recall it, my first conversation with Rees
about you was the day before the meeting and he made
it quite plain to me that he did not think it would
be the right thing. I disagreed with him quite frank-
ly, then and now, but I do understand his viewpoint
and realize he was entirely conscientious in it and
that he had as much right to his viewpoint as I had
to mine. I want to admit frankly that I had ample
time to stop you from coming and possibly should have
done so. The reason I did not do so was that you
had promised to see -some other people here and do some
other work for. rae and I had also arranged another,
meeting, the dinner ..meeting, at which I wanted you to
speak. For these reasons I wanted you to dome on down,
regardless of the fact that you would not be able to
speak at the tax meeting. If I did wrong, I am sorry.

I think 1t is best for us all to just forget
about the matter. It v/as an unfortunate incident but
no particular harm came of it and 1t is one of those
things that happen in the press of a hot campaign
about which there should be no lasting feeling of any

RHH-1932-007 p2



MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE:

L. RUDE, Liberty Twp.

Iv-. H. COLUMBIA, C%etopa

JOE MURRAY, Md. Valley

R. D. LINDSEY, Mortimer Pet,

ADAM YAGEL, Montana Two,

FRED HOLMES, Altamont

GEO. LARSEN, " Parsons

ROY GALVIN, Parsons

IVAN DONALDSON Parsons

MEMBERS CON GRESSIONAL
COMMITTEE

M. V. GEORGE, N Elm Grove Pet
CHAS. WOOLVEN, Oswego

JAS. REED, Chetopa

0. J. TAYLOR Parsons

E. P. BERNA_IRDIN Parsons

MEMBERS FINANCE COM-
MITTEE:

I. M. HINDS, Md Vedley

D. CHRISTMANN Oswego R 1
H. USTON. Ch hetopa
-SELIE NAFUS, Oswego

JOE E. LEDBETTER Parsons
M. L. MANNERS, Parsons

i B. GOLDSMITH Bartlett, R.

COMMITTEEMEN:

W. E. GADDIS, McCune, R, 3
Jacksonville Pet., Neosho Twp.

LESTER RINCK, Parsons. R. 4
luka Pet., Neosho Twp.

ADAM YAGEL Oswego, RL 1
Montana Twp

CLAUDE SYKES. Oswego, R. 1
Oswego Tw;

VERNIE MOSLER Oswe o, R. 2
Labette Pet., Richland WE

C. H. SWANSON Chetopa,
Richland Pet, Richland Twp.

E. P. BERNARDIN, Parsons
North Twp.

L. RUDE, Labette
Liberty Twp.

D. CHRISTMANN, Oswego, R. 4
jFairview Twp.

J. B. GOLDSMITH Bartlett
Hackberry Twp

JOHN B. TURRILL, 3301 Oak Par-
sons, N. Pet. Walton Twp,

J. C. COOPER, Parsons, Rh 5
S. Pet., Walton Twp.

IRA HART Rt. 5, Parson*
Labette Twp.

FRED HOLMES, Altamont
Mt. Pleasant Twp.

M. V. GEORGE, Edna
N. Pet., Elm Grove Twp.

HARVE CLARK, Edna. RL 3
S. Pet. Elm Grove Twp.

W. M. STARR, Dennis
Dennis Pet. Osa e Twp.

R. D LINDSETY, Mortimer Pet.

Che vale, R 2
RRAY Md. Valley

E Md Valley First Pet.

I. M. HINDS. Md. Valle
E. Md. Vallez}v Second Pet .

U. G. STIGENWALT, Cherryvale,
R 3, West Pet., Md’ Valley Twp.

JOE CARR. Angola
Canada Twp.

L. M. DUNAWAY, Edna, R. 1
Howard Twp.

PARSONS CITY:

0. M. CRAIN, 115% N. 16th
1st Pet., 1st Ward

M. L. MANNERS, 1403 Dlrr
2nd Pet., 1st Ward

GEO. W. LARSEN, 1324 Felix
3rd Pet., 1st Ward

C. J. TAYLOR, 1809 Grand
Ist Pet. 2nd Ward

PAYNE H. RATNER, 1212 Morgan
2nd Pet.. 2nd Ward

RALPH E. BAKER, 2325 Bdway.
Ist Pet.. 3rd Ward

J. M. BRYANT, 2023 Morton
2nd Pet., 3rd ‘Ward

IVAN DONALDSON 110 N. 27th
1st Pet., 4th Ward

R. H. GALVIN 300 N. 30th SL
2nd Pet.. 4th War

JOE LEDBETTER, 2500 Chess
3rd Pcb, 4th Ward.

OSWEGO CITY!

A. Blair, Oswe o—lit Ward
CHAS WOOLVE Oswego—2nd

War
NELIE NAFUS, Oswego, 3rd Ward

CHETOPA CITY:

W. H. COLUMBIA, Chetopa
1st Ward
H. R. HUSTON, Chetopa
2nd Ward
JAS. REED, Chetopa—3rd Ward

#3

REPUBLICAN
MEBRSO V-.REPU VBLLIRR--

FXCUSSU MEBRSO TI XRVXV

OFFICERS:
PAYNE H. RATNER, Chairman. Parson*
W. A. BLAIR, Secretary, Oswego
I M. HINDS, Treasurer, Md. Valley
MRS. ADDIE NANCE, Vice Chairman, Oswego

P. L. Pinet. 12-5-32.

kind.
rift between you and. Rees and I am sorry for any part
that I have had in 1t

1

am,

I surely hope this will not make the slightest

With very kindest personal regards and best wishes,
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Parsons, Kansas,
December 5, 1932.

Prank L. Pinet, Secretary,
State Teachers* Association,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Prank;

I have tried to wrlt-e you ever since the/CLeetion
but have been out of the office a groat deal and when
I am in the office X am snowed under with office
seekers and attempting to take care of my law business
so I haven*t had the opportunity.

In the first placo, I want to congratulate you
on the effective wor,; you did for our friend Landon
in the campaign®* 1 am sure your work was one of the
deciding factors in causing his election.

In the second plaee, I want to explain frankly
the mix-up about your speaking here and take my
share of the responsibility. I consider you and Rees
Hughes among my best personal friends. 1 like and
admire you both very much. I am very sorry I was,
unwittingly, partly responsible for the unfortunate
situation that developed here.

I understood that it was left to me to select the
speaker against the limitation amendment. I contacted
the head of our Speakers Bureau, Ben Franklin, and
asked him for suggestions. He told ice he would get
in touch with me later and finally told me that he
had gotten Valter Pleasant to come. He stated that
Pleasant did not want to come but would do so if we
insisted and If we could furnish automobile transporta-
tion. Pleasant would have to have someone bring him
in a car as he either did not have one or did not want
to use his own car and did not want to take the time
to come on the train. I had invited Bill White to
speak on the income tax amendment and I told Franklin
I would have Bill come through Topeka and bring
Pleasant with him.
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#2 Prank L. Plnet 12-5-32

A few days before the meeting I read about your
work and thought it would be fin©® If we could have
a more effective speaker than I believe Pleasant to
be. I telephoned you and the result of the conversa-
tion was that It was arranged for you. to come down.
I did this without consulting Hees* I feel now that
I should have consulted him first before I attempted
to make any change but I had so many things pressing
on my mind at the time that It did not occur to me.
At the same time I learned that Bill White had hurt
his ankle and would not hi able to come, which meant
that he could not drive through Topeka and bring
Pleasant with him. I found that the combination of
circumstances, that is, White*3 inability to bring
Pleasant and that Pleasant was not anxious to come
any way, plus the fact that 1 believe you to be a
more effective speaker, gave me a good excuse to
switch from Pleasant to you. Of course, had I dreamed
there would be any opposition or had it occurred to
me what Rees* viewpoint in the matter would be, I
would, of course, not have embarrassed you or myself
by telling you to come.

As I recall it, my first conversation with Rees
about you was the day before the meeting and. he made
it quite plain to me that he did not think It would
be the right tiring. I disagreed with him quite frank-
ly, then and now, but X do understand his viewpoint
and realize he was entirely conscientious in it and
that he had as much right to his viewpoint as I had
to mine. I want to admit frankly that I had ample
time to stop you from coining and possibly should have
done so. The reason X did not do so was that you
had promised to see some other people here and do some
other work for me and I had also arranged another
meeting, the dinner meeting, at which I wanted you no

speak. For these reasons I wanted you to com®© on down
regardless of the fact that you would not be able to
speak at the tax meeting. If I did wrong, I am sorry.

X think it is best for us all to just forget
about the natter. It was an unfortunate Incident but
no particular harm canto of ir. and it ia one of those
things that happen In the press of a hot campaign
about which there should be no lasting feeling of any



#3 F. L. Plnot« 12-5-32

kind, I surely hope this will not make the slightest

rift between you and Rees and I am sorry for any part
that I have had in it.

With very kindest personal regards and best wishes,
I an,
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i.r. Pay 0 ' . Hatnsr, Chair-an,
hepnV. loan Count/ hor-trtn Cetxjlttcar
i BTB BT uas.

Dear Reyna*

[ of (

not at ail necessary for yen to write ' s a lervpthy latter re.-anlir,-: this
eraattor, after s»y first disappointment on ft trio ' ' cone t the*
service and felt very cheerful over. I really thin!: It ms of very
little cohaequesea whether X discussed the Tax Lfcltet.ten />«?#Ont at

t x* o« or not* Ir fact, I ar* very fjlad I sad© 'the trip /
far it "nvo B an opportunli to ta'o the atier up with >. Reed and net
00"o '©lp :'rn -if;, v?deb help, aa mm know, -he ' nve vory gerrrously both
on his editorial eana eml in a for al interview with the jsooietfconyresa.

Of course, it yoea »lthou;- aayirn; that | a« very
'mm>y that the "fax tin!tation **wy-ndrHrt waa treated™® Hov- vor, I do
realise, as perhaps 718 of the school people' do not, that this nae an

in 3--0 a.naruar as to prevent the re*eub tester of this asersd oart. In
order to 4o this, *% rust, | think, sponsor Mils w ic! will rofince the
present tax levy Hr its thr ;1 legislative action,

e mat, also, In ever* way possible t press upon
the school .people the necessity of voluntary reduction In tteir school
srfcs,,r ust, 3f pees , to find i .r source of revenue for
the au oort te schools, tixrou h either the alloce-;io- of the inoo 1 tax,
It [Jale or in part for the schools, or thrtwyh'the finding of any course
of revenue by ..aona of a salectlvo sales tax or luxury tax, I an inclined
to believe that the inconing aufrin. atrat.on rill wt to use tSie incor-.e
tax . sonny for state ;r oses, erd4 [ ah inclir-4, a3.se?, to believe that the
far orn«nia?»iiors favor such a plan. [0 isattor «hat the school people
think about this, B oannot afford t.o Counter to the acinir;lstration and
the fain ongohisations, and in case our friend© fool that the inco-a tax
®h aid < 550U " r state purposes ee st -u O or h-nost effort to try to
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-r* ilatnar - g

find gy a othor source of revenue*

1 an rather fearful of the easing eeaclor. of.
toe-te®islature. 1 is/ idle for. the reason that * recognise tha
oxtrera eteononle etrese.lh r ish so are'all plage*!* et:4 the fact that

mdicallm Is- sere or In . ra | the country. 1 have %03
f Lo |
wfeicfe we asall have to protest our interests to a -juch greater degree
ch ! ) met 1

spuel; ®lse during the next three or four nonrha Other than to sprfc or
legislative natters®

liovt with r. yard /m ,r. du.oKo and '-vs 1f» I wish

to say that I thinfc yon need to have no concern* .« have been good
friend© in the past®* &"4 1 third: he are atill g«>4 friends, 1i,t least
wo are so for as / a: eoneernad®* ' r. hughea im» lone so s tor; fra
thiry® for me In -isaya gore fey ar4 1 have e long isenary w;0?:: ny frlerv. a

i ho are not ay fricr,43# 1
thir- s? ybo will tall; with Mr ho o IX toll yrethat his poaitlon I® the
sa. 0 as . line*

Thaok'ry you for or frXei*4sMp and support in
the oast, and- aswring y n that-ar.yti. 0 i ean. bo of service to you* y.n
hrvo hut to lot - know* | rrate

Sincerely yours*

‘eerotnry*
2JPi It
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Charges Pinet is
Assisting Brinkley

Woodring Sees _Betra)‘nl of
Kansas Teachers’ Asso-
ciation by Heads

(By The Associated Press)
The proposed tax limitation
amendment furnished the back-
ground for one of the major ov
night developments in the Kau
political campaign as Gov. Harry
H. Woodring accused Frank Pinet,
secretary of the Kansas State
Teachers’ association of having
“attempted definitely to throw
the association into partisan poli-
tics.”

Speaking in support of the ad-
ministration supported measure at
Atchison, the governor charged
the secretary with aiding the
campaign of Dr. J. R. Brinkley,
the independent candidate for gov-
ernor, and declared officials of
the association “had defied the
taxpayers of Kansas and betray-
ed a majority of their own mem-
bers by opposing the tax limit
amendment.”

Ass'n Pays for Broadcasts

Both Pinet and Dr. Brinkley
are opposing the measure, The
governor based his charges on a
recent bulletin which he said Pi-
net had sent out announcing that
Dr. Brinkley woull di the
amendment in radio addr and
that the association was 3
in part for the radio facilities.

In his discussion on the mea-
sure, Governor Woodring drew a
paper from his pocket and read:

“The mask is off. Mr. Pinet
is attempting to throw the asso-
cition into partisan polities and
elect Dr. John R, Brinkley as
governor of Kansas.

“Pinet sent out a bulletin an-
nouncing that special arrange-
ments had been made for Brink-
ley to speak over the radio each
night, the cost of which is to be
paid by the Kansas State Teach-
ers' association,

“Think of it, the executive of
the association using the money
pa'd in by the school teachers of
the state to defeat one candilate

(Continued on Page 2.)

Clipped By:

WalterStromquist
Sun, Oct 29, 2023

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. Né»wgs ™



News

by Dlancestry

The Parsons Sun (Parsons, Kansas) -+ 19 Oct 1932, Wed - Page 2

Downloaded on Oct 29, 2023

Charges Pinet is

(Continued from page 1)

for governor and elect another.
The school teachers are paying

for Brinkley's time lm u.. -Ja
tonight and tomorrow

Earlier this week Pmol had an-
nounced that 17 other antl-
amendment speakers would deliv-
er o series of radio talks,

These overnor aid, “prob-
-Ny dld yw know they were

r , second fiddle to
llrlnk ley and follow his lead.”" He
named “one of the speakers as
“the Hon. Robert Stone, Kan:as
attorney for Henry L. Doherty.”
He added he would not “embar-
rass the other 16 men by read-
ing_thefr names.”

The governor said officials of
the asgociation “are too blinded
by their own greed to recognice
that unless the amendment pass-
s and a reasonable tax limit is
fixed on real estate taxpayers'
strikes will develop in many Kan-
san cities next year lml many of
our gities will the experi-
ence of Chicay X x X

Patterson Aceopts

Another overnight development
in the ump.ugn concerned  the
two  nom lor  congressmen
from lhu lhlnl district, E. W.
Patterson,  Democrat, opposing
Rep. Harold MeGugin, l(upubll-
can, accepted under certain con-
ditions the latter’s challenge to
a debate on the soldiers bonus
question. Patterson is a support-
er of the bonus measure which
McGugin opposed in the llut nes-
sion of congress, Patterso
e would afree to meet his D
ponent &t Independence Sunday
afternoon, Oct. 28, providing oth-
er subjects, including McGugin's
personal record in congress, would
be open for debate,

Alfred M, Llndon, the Republi-
can gubernatorial nominee, in an
address at Fort Secott, pledged,
it elected to call a conference of
industrial Jeaders to consider
rr{enm; of creating jobs for unem-
Pploye

“During the present financial
emergency,” he -uul, Yevary ef-
fort of the state should be used
to care for the unemployed.”
Hoynton Predicty Vietory,

In an address at Hartford,
Charles R. Morse, Topeka, pw:
dent of the Shawnee County
payers league, assailed Dr. Brink-
loy and asserted “a good Repub-
lican governor working with a
Republican lmmlllura behind him
can do more in a month than this
noiny independent rlmlnlnu could
ever aceomplish.

Other Republican speakers on
the stump last night included Ro-
land Toynton, secking reelection
as attorney general; Wil J.
French, campaigning for another
term as state auditor, and Al
Williams, former . district
attorney.
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Colmery and Pnﬁ to
Speak at Dinner Here

Two outstanding speakers, Har-
ry Colmery, former state com-
mander of the American Legion
and now chairman of the nation-
al legislative committee of the
Legion, and ¥, L. Pinet, secre-
tary of the Kansas State Teach-
ers association, will speak at a
dinner being sponsored tomorrow
night by the Young Republicans’
cluh,

Although the dinner is being
sponsored by the club, it is open
to the public, it was announced
today. It will be held in the so-
cial hall of the Christian church
at 6 o'clock. Tickets at 25 cents
are on sale at  Slaybaugh's,
Raschen's and Republican head-
quarters, Cecil Lucas is chair-
man in charge and is being as-
sisted by U, S. Wells, vice presi-
dent of the Parsons Young Re-
publicans’ club,

It is the purpose of the club
to have as large an atlendance
of young voters as possible, Lu-
cas said. Men and women both
are invited,

This meeting will end bhefore
8 o'clock, in time for those pres-
ent to attend the public meeting
on tax amendments in the Mu-
nicipal auditorium.  Mr. Pinet
will be one of the speakers there.
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Tax Amendment Talks
Start at 7:30 Tonight

Another change in the program
of speeches on the two tax amend-
ments tonight in the Munielpal
auditorium was announced today
by the Chamber of Commerce,

E. E. Stonecipher of Pittsburg
Teachers college instead of F, L.
Pinet, secretary of the State
l'l‘onrhcrn association, will speak
against the tax lmitation amend-
ment, Carl V, Rice will speak
for fit,

W, W. Finney of Emporia is
taking W. L, White's place on the
program, speaking for the income
tax amendment and Harry Sharp,
of Associated Industries, will
speak against it,

This meeting starts at 7:30
o'clock instead of 8 It s
open to the pblic, being held as
an educational feature. Both
sides of both questions will be
given for the edification of the
publise, each man having half an
hour to speak.
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Tax Amendments
Are Discussed on
Both Sides Here
Able Speakers Preseat
Arguments at Meeting

Four excellent speeches on the
two tax amendments on which
the people will vote Nov. & we
made in the Municipal auditorium
last might.

Roth sides o the sraduted -
eome tax and 2 per cent limi ey
gt oo Al
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o fesare: - The
sesker on each subeet o
o the han"whil s ovponent

Finney of Emporis, we
retary-treasurerof the Kansas
Tcoe Tes mtuiont whk 1
it speaker, tafing Tor the ine
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Tax Limit league, spol

v
This meeting was sponsored by
| the Chamber of Commerce. About.

alock,
[ man finis e, . 1050, two hids
[ of the audience had got tired

left. That was the only criticism
that could be made of the affair

one man talking 50 minutes.
e Hosbes, smperinte dent of
the Parsons schools, who himselt
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| (Continued”on Page 12)
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legislature if you don't have
| enough ingenuity to raise noney
from other sources than taxing
real estate, then do without it.
This amendment does not say you
have to stop spending money but
' does say thizs much and no more
tax revenue you can take from
real estate. It is an issue be-
tween taxpayers and taxspend-
ers; this is an emancipation

proclamation for taxpayers,
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Friends of the Graduated Income Tax Amend ment pomt out that real estate and visible prop-
orty ralse 06 per cent of the taxes in Kansas, whilo money and credits bear only 4 per cent of the
burden. It Iy estimated that six billion dollars of wealth in Kansas bears no state or local tax.
It you vote "Yes" on the g income ta x Nov 8, you will help put the
coupon clipper to work ralsing hls fair share of our Kansas taxes,
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oralnary person is iﬂu&;ﬂatlonal*ac

fﬁ&%@ é ppl ieyg to

Boes

tne uars Detween ngtions. wWorld peace has been a

/\

rGCO’PlZGd ideal for centuries.V Up to within just

the last few years it has apparently been impossible

,-, [/

to write laws or bring about understvanding be~-

e
<

tween nations which would prevent war. Source of
power,—progress and science and kKnowledge may-be

used to-build or may be used to destroy, all ac-

cording to the use that 1s made
plene has been our most powerful vehicle to create
international firendship and the same eir plane nay

be our most destructive force as a carrier of

b ot

It is a law of psychology that our action is
determined by our thinking. Ythinking in terms of
tolevance, fellowsnlp

kw Urlannne. < 7
Wilson in a ¢

friendship, understanding

T ﬁ,r@ﬂwfg,,wfa_;»g:@‘ e
i 4 . Woodrow

lead %o

S
speech in 1917 said, "The only cement that will
hold the world together will be the cement of

friendship."” friendships between all peoples

RHH-1935-021 (5 pp) - Rees Hughes presentationto Rotary Club ca. 1935 |
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so different in color, race, habits, dress, ideals,
customs, reletions, traditions-is not an easy thing
to accomplish, But Rotary has set about to ac-
complish it with the most comrephensive program

Ao
that right thinking brains can plan out.

The advancement of understanding, good will

and international peace through a worlid fellow-

ship of Business and Professional men united in /ﬁpﬂ,??“;
Lo— Fo
2 g Ar
thie Rotary ideal of service, “%7;Zwﬂl
L = 7y, & 7
, Jlo
- il
Rotary's Plan * : fgéi
: o © o b i ! s d
5 . s Ptho AAwrreliaA ‘fuw
Lty Vo 20 D) 4
V{vé" ¢
1, Weekly for'm luncheons, in 2,856 cities and 44
S :
8

cOuﬁtriess Public sentiment is the greatest -
, : P, AT,
public dri¥ing force today, and Rotary-Jgiﬁé

‘ganizations through these weekly luncheons

today is the world's greatest organizing
powerf”forming public sentiment and”develop-

ing a world fellowship of Business and
Professional men around a common ideal of

service,




By Rotary International Helations committee}ét wo;k
£ in each of the 2,856 clubs is endeavoring,{iéﬁ
i
doing its dut%; to bring before each e¢lub in-~
formation relative to other nations which will

enform and lead to better understanding and

friendship.

3, Hotary is promoting a plan of International
exchange of free scholarships for college
siuéen?g, Last year the Rotary Club of
Mexic6§§elected 100 llexican boys who were
the invit%eé guests in the homesof 100
Texas Rotarians. This year 100 Texas boys

go as guests in the homes of 100 Rotarians 4

‘ = . ) ?{JE e Gt ot mhf ffax 2 T e S , EPre | ,’f é f Ce B
in Mexico, /YAternt - &
- James R. Garfield, secretary of Inbterior im , , .. 7 PepiiCe
b (et b {r ;";‘l‘"‘*‘»f?
ex-president Roosevelt's cabinetggild .
A

"There 1is ﬁf single influence in the city
of Mexico which is brin: >ing two divergent

view points of Mexican and American business

men to a common cne as does the Rotary Club."




9, Hotery stimleteNDatristisn but wonld not
blind us to the fact'that patriotism also
applies equally to the one who lives in
another country. Rotary would have;jﬁgf
love our country as g@IiLﬁgyiove our family,
but 1®ving our own family does not make

us less thoughtful of our neighbors. Rotary

0

drills in friendship, tolerance and mnnder-—

standing.,

Ex-president Roosevelt said "contacts sueh
as compose #fotary International will cer-
tainly contribute toward international

understanding,

President Harding said, "If T eould plant &

Rotary club in every country throughout

the world, I would do if, and then I would
. 5 3 5 . - 3 3 : §.

guarantee th#% peace, tranquillity and for-

ward march of”&éfﬁﬁgﬁﬂﬁkg‘

The corner stone of world peace is world

friendship, friendship not between government

officials, but between the people who make up

)

the nations. JFriendships are made of mind and




as they come from the mind they become action.
Rotary with its weekly meetings, its ideals,
its organization reaching into each community
&f feenids
will establish and make the corner stoneﬁbe-
tween nations, and then international action
will be based on understanding and confidence,
and progress and growth will prevail and mis-
‘understanding, intolerance, selfishness, hate,

and war will be no more. ?otary has a great

e A ey oA
program its part in International Relations,
A
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ROTARY
i0 £NSL "2~ -" d
J-"igh /ethical standards in business and professions;
the recognition of the worthiness of all usefull oc~
cupationf; and the dignifying by each Rotarian of his
occupation as an opportunity to serve society.—

(The "bjeets of Rotary- adopted by the Convention at
Mexico City.J”"

It is the duty of the club committee on Vocational
Service to devise and carry into effect plans which
will guide and assist the members of the club in dis-
charging their responsibilites in their vocational
relationships and in improving the general standards
of practice in their respective vocations. (See

Recommended Club By Laws, Art. VIII, Sec. 3)

—'ir.The real spirit of Rotary is to recognize that
the greatest success lies in action by the individual
Rotarian, which is much to be preferred to the
club’s accomplishment of the same work for the
community, because it brings out the enthusiasm of
the greatest possible number of members.—-—

Dr. Donata Gamanari of Montevideo, Uraguay-

adress before the Mexico City convention en
"Practical Community Service Activities.”

RHH-1935-022
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Agr]nui%ure

tarﬂ?ng
Farm uADGPlMPHt Station
Tlower Growing and Distributing- - - - -

Vegetable Growing
Tree and Shrub Growing and Digftributing
Tive Stoeck Feeding- - & ~ « === = = = =
(Additlonal Active) - » - - - -
Veterinary Medicine
Poultry Railsing
Hatchery

Agricultural Equipment Industry:
Agricultural Implement Distributing

Associations:
Chamber of Commerce- = = = = - = - - - =
Neo oL AL

Boys Work Organizations:
Boy Scout Executive

Automobile Industry:
Automobile Retailing- - -~ -- - - - - -
Garage and Service utatju_ -
Tires, Retailing- - == = = = = = = - -
Battery Station

Beverages (Non Alcoholic):
Carbonated, Bottling and Retailing -
Water Bottling

Building Materials:
Concrete Products
Metal Roofing

Burial:
Funeral Directing- -« = = = = = = - = - -
Cemetery- = = = == =« - - = Db e e T R

Business Service:
Accounting Service
Auctioning Service
Collections and Credits

Ceramic Industry:
Tile Manufacturing

Chemical Industry:
Drugs, Retailing - - = = = = = = = - - -

Clothing Industry:
Mens Clothing, Retalllng -------

William J. Wirt

James M. Piper
James Calvert Plper

C. B. "y Perkins

Pierre Kimball
Okey B. Dakan
Horace A. Jones

John Skie

W. H. Martin
Jack Linville

Elmer Slaybaugh

Jesse Melone

(Additional Active)

Womens Clothing- - = - = = - - = - - - -
Tailoring, Meng- - - - = = - = - -« - - -
Mens Shirt Manufacturing

Overall Manufacturing

Shoe Retalling - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Coal Industry:
Coal, Retailing- - - - = = = = - - - - s

Communication Service:
Postal Service
Telephone Service- = = = = = = - = = - =
Telegraph Service

Confectionery

Maurice Melone
Guy Cole
Martin C. Ruvane

Roy C. Mann

Se. Gilbert Britten

Randall E. McDonnell




_ CLASSIFICATION SURVEY----Page 2.

nstruction Service:
Building Construction
Highway Construction
Architecture
Carpentry
General Contracting

=

Dry Goods and General Merchandise:
Department Stores
Dry Goods, Retailing
General Merchandise
Variety Stores (5 and 10 coent stores, ebc.)
Art Goods

Education:
Publlc Sch?ols, Superintendent - - - - Rees H. Hughes

Senior High Principal
f " Athletic Director- - - Bailey Ricketts
Music
Commercial Schools

Electrical Industry:
Electrio nght and Power, Mfg. - = - = Charles S. Tomlinson
i Service- - - Edwart T. Hughes
. Refrigeration, Ret.llachines - George Maser
Radio Equipment
Electric Equipment and supplies

Engineering:
Civiy
Stecam

Finance:
Banking- - - - - - = = = = - =« ='s « - Harry A. Bryant

Capital Investments- - - - - - - - - - George Fox

Savings and Loan Associations- Bill Beach

Loans

Sccurity Brokerage

Mortgages- = = = = = = = - - - ~ - = - William G. Roberts

Food Industry:
Baking, Retall
Food and Grain Retailing
Groceries, Wholesaling - - - - = - - - Joseph L. Shellman
Grocerles, Retailing
Fruits and Vegetables, Wholesaling

Meat, Poultry and Fish Products and Dairy Products:
Butter Manufacturing
Ice Cream Manufacturing snd Distrib. - Ed Thompson
Milk Distributing- - - - - - - - - - - Raymond Campbell
Poultry and Egg Packing
Meat Retailing

Furniture, Fixtures and Furnishings:

Houschold, Retalling === = = = = = - = Maxwell M. Martin
_Store and Office Furn1+ure and Fixtures
Mattresses :
- UpholsterifiPe.... i e e, i i X
Store and Office Fi ‘ Taﬁufacfurﬁng

Vacuum Cleancr, Retygmrﬂg“

Gas Industry:
Natural Gas Producing
Natural Gas, Distributing

Government, ineligible, "Persons holding elcctive or appoha ive
office, for a specified time only.,”

Hair Dressing:
Barbering

Hardware:
Hardware, Retailing- - - - - - - - = - Ralph Rust




CLASSIFICATION SURVEY=-—== Page. &,

Hotels, Resorts and Restaurants:
Hobels = =il i sl o wiei e e - - 1. Vanc Brown
Restaurants
Refrcshment Parlors

Honorary: = = = = = = = = = = = - - -~ = - = Clyde M. Reecd
Ice and Cold Storage:
Ice Manufacturing
Ice Retailing :
Cold Storage = = » = = &k« =« = = = - Charles R. Roter
Institutions and Hospitals:
Hospitals~- = = = = = = = = = = = - - - Clive S. McGinnis
Insurance:
Casualty = = = = = = = = = = = ~'s == Millard Kohler, Jr.
TP e A e e e e ~ - - = Ernest W. Reynolds
Tidfe = = = = & =@ = = = = = = = - = - - Holly A. Medaris
Jewelry and Time Picces:
Retalling- - = = = = = = = = = « = - - Frank A. Pfeiffer
Laundering:
Cleaning and Dycings = & = & = = - = » Tharon Elam
Lawt
Geoneral Practico - - « = = = = = = =« ~ William D. Atkinson
Corporation Practice = & = - = < '» « -~ Elmer Columbila

Lumber Industry:
Retailing- = = = = = = = = = = - = = = Lesliec O. Swalm
Sash and Door Manufacturing

lMachinery and Eguipment:

Medicine:

Internal Medicineg- « = = = = = = = = = N« C. Morrow
Surgeon- = = = = = = = = = = = - - - - G. W. Hay
Dentist- = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - Albert D. Lucas
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throabts » - == = = Tyler D. Blasdel
Optometry- - - - - - - - ~lem = = <= = Gug A, Berglund

Musical Instruments and Merchandise:
Office Appliancecs, Equipment and Statlonery:

Painting and Decorating:
Sign Painting

Photography= = = = = = = = = = =« = =« =« = = Ed C. Peterson
Plumbing
Printing and Publishing:

Newspaper Advertising -- - = - = - = = Will Goodwin

Job Printing- -~ - = = = = = = == - - - Wayne E. Burnette
Retired: (Past Active)= = -~ = - - - = = = - Hugh F. Reid

Real Estate:
Abstraeting- - - ~ = = = @« = - - - - - J. Cleon Creel, Jr.

e



Insurance:

Casualty = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = Millard Kohler, Jr.
Fire- - = = = = = = = = = =« = = = - = Ernest W. Reynolds
Life = = = = = = =0 = = = = = = « = - - Holly A. Medaris
Jewelry and Time Picces:
Retailing- - = = = = = = = = = =« = = - Frank A. Pfeiffer
Laundering:
Cleaning and Dyeing- - - - - = - - - - Tharon Elam
Law:
General Practice - = = = = - = = - - - William D. Atkinson
Corporation Practice - = = = = = = - = Elmer Columbia

Lumber Industry:
Retalling- - = = = = = = = = = = =« = - Leslic 0. Swalm
Sash and Door quufacturing

llachinery and Equipment:

Medicine:

Internal Medicine- - = = - = = = - - - N. C. Morrow
Surgeon- = = - = = = = = = = - = - - - G. W. Hay
Dentist- - = = = = = = = = = = = = - - Albert D. Lucas
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat- - - - - - - Tyler D. Blasdel
Optometry- ~ = = = = = = = « =« = - 2 - Gus A. Berglund

Musical Instruments and Merchandise:
Office Appliancecs, Equipment and Stationery:

Painting and Decorating:
Sign Painting

Photography~ = = = = = = = = = == = =« = = = Ed C. Peterson
Plumbing
Printing and Publishing:
Newspaper Advertising «- = = = = = = - Will Goodwin
Job Printing- -~ - ~ = = = = = «= - - - Wayne E. Burnette
Retired: (Past Active)= = = = = = = = - - - Hugh F. Reid
Real Estate: [
iy Abstracting- - - - - - - R B J. Cleon Creel, Jr.
Recreation: | T

Bands and Orchestras
Billiards and Bowling
Motion Plcture Theaters
Sporting Goods, Retall

Religion: ;
Roman Catholic- - = = = == = =« = - - - Msgr . Bernard J.
‘ McKernan.,
Protestant- - - - = = = = = = == -~ - < Rev. Edwin W,
Armstrong.

Stone Industry: Quarrying, Crushing, Monuments.
Tobacco Industry: Cigar Manufacturing; Cigar and Tobacco Retalling.

Transportation: Railroad Legal- = = - - - William W. Brown
" Supervision~ - - Charles Watts
d Dispatech™ng- - - J. I. Poole

" Mechanic — - = Max D. Chasge









k"9 H. * Stark
SuperiirfceadteBtfc of Schools
Liamtha, Kansas-

Dear r* Starks

1 as Intimately acquainted with Senator Payne b.
B&fcuor* and I .am iafcerestod in .his candidacy for
liepublican nomination for Governor*

I Jpsgsf &f his interest in the program of Education
in the State and of his friendly attitude toward
schools and members of the tcaohing profession*

Eomm?0 you knew Mm as a motor of the- Legisla-
ture and because of your position as Secretary of the
Legislative Cooiithoo of the State Teachers Associa-
tion and hie position as Chairman of the Committee
m Education in the Senate* you were closely associated
with his in both tine regular and special sessions of
the Legislature#

I shall appreciate it if you will write 72 frank-
ly as to his attitude and interest and activity in
behalf of the schools' program*

sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools'

Miml

RHH-1938-041
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471

lir* v* ¢ Liston. Fort Scott

legislation that not only placed the schools on a no** modern

bus is of financial support with reasonable State Aid/ but

which. also* will relieve property of a sizable percent-
age of its tax for schools*

i's lias studied the Prograr.: of lidueation in Kansas* he
knows the needss and he has shown that he is willing to work

for school improvejaent#

Wo know Mp* Batner in this corWajnity as ft leader who
is intelligent, additions, clligncd with the best interests*

and i bard worker*

1 aa sending this letter to school leaders through out
the State because Hr* Batner is ny friend* and because I be-
lieve he will nako a good Governor* and because 1 believe the
school problems of the State willhave his interest and sym-

pathy and support*

Tours very truly

Rees II* hughes \]
Sup©rirrtende«t of .Schools

RBiiiml

RHH-1938-042 p2



PARSONS CITY SCHOOLS

PARSONS, KANSAS
June 15,-11938

P AAR SO S NCIAR OSuperintendent

This is a letter from Senator Payne H. Ratnar*s home
town school Superintendent and written in the interest of his
candidancy for Governor*

Mr- Ratner attended Washington University in Saint
Louis where he worked his way thru and graduated with honors.
For the past eighteen years he has practiced law in Parsons*®
He opened his office here as a young attorney just out of
college, and has built up his practice until now he heads up
a law firm that is recognized as one of the strongest in this
area™®

Mr* Ratner is a good citizen in our community® He
is a member of the Christian Church and for years has been
a member of its official Board, and for a time taught the
Men?s Bible Class. He has been active in many worthwhile
Civic organizations- Chamber of Commerce- Kiwanis Club-
President, Y8 M. C. A>, American Legion- Commander, Boy
Scouts, now member of the Court of Honor, otc* He has been
County Attorney two terms, and is serving his second term
&s State Senator from this district™®

Ho is a good school patron* He has two boys in the
schools and a little daughter not yet school age. Both he
and Mrs* Ratnor have, always been loyal and active in their
support of the schools* Both have boon active in P® T* A*
work, and my first recollection of Mre Ratner was when as
a young attorney here, he offered to help our school debate
teams®  He lias been tho attorney for the Board of Education
here for a number of years¥

His leadership in the Legislature in the behalf of

schools as Chairman of the Committee on Education in the
Senate is well known through out the State® He sponsored
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legislation that not only placed the schools on a more modern
basis of financial support with reasonable State Aid for
elementary schoolsg but, which also will relieve property of
a sizable percentage of its tax for schools#

Ho has studied the Program of Education in Kansas# He
knows the needs, and he has shown that he is willing to work
for school improvements

Wo know Mr# Ratner in this community as a leader who
is intelligent, ambitious, alligned with the best interests,
and a hard worker#

I am sending this letter to school leaders through out
the State because Mm® Ratner is my friend, and because I be-
lieve he will make a good Governor, and because I believe tho

school problems of the State will have his interest and sym-
pathy and support#

Yours very truly

Rees Ho. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools

RHHsec
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June . . 1sso

Senator Bayess H. Ratner
% Kansas Hotel
Topeka, 1Zz&0&

Bear Sfeynor

I believe that the list ofi the attached page
will cover finite generally the items that school people —-1J
hop© will he favorably eonsidejrad whos the tins If right.
Bose of ten are mw to yo as yea haw already gives
then eonsldsmbloa and thought:,

1 ¢_. also, attaching a copy of the resolution
fro® the last utate Barest- Teacher Asoootefclon Convention
which will indicate soesethlsg of their interests.

As to the Jinrenille Delioqu&ney situation- it
see.”’® to ¢ t there is a great opportunity for sose one to
adainiataifct® tho State imitations that deal with delinquent,
youth on a scientific basis, analysis and correction and
guidance a:ad personal help rather than punishment administered
by political appointees untrained for the assigJEaents. Those
unfortunate youth arc the products of our society and in most
eases have gotten into trouble as a natural result of the
owwiroiaent and infix-®as© into xmich they were placed* To
remove thorn iron this enviornnent and frou these influence
to the right typo of an institution would giro them an op»
portunity-tc beecans normal sitiseas and probably in ths long
run would not only save the child but cost society loss,
I understand that the State Institution for adults such as
the State hospital for Epiletios in Parsons and the Hate
Hospital for Imam in Topeba are on a scientifically sound
hasis*

I te&ix: nothing of the political significance of
this Juvenilia Delinquency question,in the State* You re-
call that Soveraor Tfoodring was interested in it T be**
Hove apioiated a damission. to study it and & report ms s&de
with rcoc tn,'aa5i®ass but I bolter© that nothin.. farther has
been doss about it. However* it is sueh a rea.sosm:jlO matter
fij-d is tcim W; neglected that I as sure that the public will
lout upon fair camideration of it with favor*
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Bayne H* Eatasr- Topeka, Harases

With the interest you have In the educational
program is the State, it see.a to me that it tiduld be con-
sidered very logical for your Interest to reach to this
growing group of unfortunate youth that the State is now
providing for so inadequately#

2 aa enclosing a copy of a letter to Dr. Bert
Sash, and if if, esrjrecacB your wishes, mil it on to him.
He is President of the ISBtttal Hygiene Sooity in the State
md& Im. had rmmk to say of the subject - of duvoaill©
Dellrjclu«Boy arid ¢ program earing for it*

I sm? HatterJohn this morning ana lie promised to
write to all @®mag&by High 'Schools in the State is your

behalf* 1 am sure that will help as he stands high with
that ...

With test wishes., 1 am,

Tours very truly

Bees E* Hughes

HIT 1
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I believe the following &ro the most important legia**
lativs issues facing the schools of the State#

1# Bo-enactaBHt of the present law which grants
Stats Aid for elessentary schools with such
adjustments as appear advisable after two
years experience*

2* Extension of aid to high schools which trill
equalise both coot and educational opportunity,
this should also include provision which

will solve the present pfcobless of tuition.

3* Suitable plan for transportation of children
isho live a long distance iron, school.

i* fcnoval of school administrators both State
end County from political consideration.

5. A plan for providing free text books on a
suitable state tilde basis*®

vy £ retiro.x-Hfc plan for teachers«

I pledge s”rself to study those items and will support
legislation which will provide for thea in a manner nost
suitable for our State*

I is the provisions for Education I desire to work
with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and
the Legislative Committee of the State T©aoher*s Association
as I have don© as Chairman of the Caaaittoe on Education
in the State.,
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IIr* Bajmo II* Hatasr

Hatner for Governor Headquarters
Kansas Hotel

Topeka,

Deer Bayne>

1 like your suggestion of having printed the circu-
lar which would be available for distribution to those who
will bo interested in your school support*

sold include such items as brief statement of
yswjr roc.:pft year platfom relative to eduoation, & few
sample press reports from representative .school people, and
i1 yoa wish it a short letter from 72 as your horse tors
duperintondeafc similar to the one -I have sent to several
hundred people tlirough out the State#

These copies then could be distributed by our re-
presentatives in the various summer school sessions and
throu /# out the State by non in each area who arc work-
ing is your interestse This plan would practically elim-
inate theicost of distribution aid would, also, give a
number of your friends who want to help,something tangible
to do*

It would:, also, be a means of counteracting the
printed natter which IbGugln is districting bo freely™

If you decide to get such a bulletin out, 1 hop©
you will gall on m for any help that you -will mat from
ao. lwi.ll be glad to'work fron here or com to Topoka
as you direct*

Sincerely

Bees E. [ ughes
Superintendent of Schools

B: lit
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optonber 10, 1030

Mr, fra: k L, Pinot, Georetary
State Xbaohers Association
fopoka, Kansas

Sear sinakt

Y a ookod me to -writ® you relative to your Kansas
Utae-ior article in the interest of I,2r. Katnor. I am al®
m$a hesitant in mkin suggestions to th® newspaper ro-
pro3ontative3 and ©specially to you since you know what
should o in the /Ian.;os Toucher, and how it should appear
there«

I believe that if the school people do tkoir part,
and show a right attitude and interest that electing Eatmr
fcpmraor can prove to »e the greatest step toward school
iaprovorBut in Kansas that has boon taken in mny years.

You arc woll acquainted with the interest r, Hatnor
has ettoon in the schools» program in hia work in the State
legislature, and I know of that socao typo of Interest which
ho has shew toward th® local schools during the years that ho
anti i kr-.vo lived in Parsons,

You recall that late in the last regular session of
the legislature, the present Governor publicly urged that
Legislature to plan to use am and one-half nillion dollars
for schools .and this to include th® amount needed for free
tost books, 1 laeliov® you know of if*, itetnor’s stand at
that tirao, at least the Legislator® Comittoo mm&wrc and

r, nrkham do,

Bio present Governor did say at that tins that while
opposed to larger appropriations for schools, ho would not op®
pose it if passed by the Legislature, ©Oto. Ratner*a Slfcftto
Aid rail include high schools, and you recall that school people

ro.;: that -.rt it, % think Katner has amply shown his
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or. 1. L* Pinet, Topeka September 18, 1938

willingness to work for the legislative iteias She school people

miit*

I was considerably set back, and still do not well
understand your letter after the publication of the party plat-
form-, since the Republican stateront for Education was almost
word for word the same as when | read it to you on Sunday after-
noon Just prior to the nesting of the Party Council, and at that
time it seemed to neot with your hoarty approval* It* also,
includes the suggestions which you had given to the Comfittee-
ahead of that time*

Tho Republican platform definitely pledges to support
the re-anaetoent of the State Aid Lav/, with suitable adjustments,
which 1 consider a very important qualification, and is not included
in the other platform, (2) a suitable transportation law, and, (3)
adjustment of the tuition problems. These throe, together with
Retirement* are the iteias which the present' Legislative Committee
has ccsdidered most pressin;.;,and to which they have directed all
their efforts.

In addition the Republican platform pledges "Legisla-
tive study” of Retirement, free texts, removal of County and
State school administration from partisan politics, removal of
sore of cost of schools from property tax, and remove the ad-
ministration of State Institutions that handle children from
politics, etc* I realize that legislative study" is indefinite
and moans little, but specific designation of the issues is signifi-
cant®

Mr. Ratner introduced a text book bill and a high school
aid bill in 1937> he has spoken publicly for Retirement, and I am
certain teat he will support legislation for all of these important
items just as soon as "legislative study" which surely will in-
clude the Legislative Committee of tho State Teachers Association
and the -State department of Education, will show teat the legis-
lation should be*

I don't think any one now knows teat the right free
text book law for Kansas should include. L gislative study should
produce, it* The dune for the other issues. Who knows now how
to remove State and County Superintendents from politics?  Legis-
lative tudy is sound proceedure* The Republican platform promised
to support everything that we as school people are ready now to
recommend* I hope that we can be ready to recommend other issues
by tho time the next legislature meets* Hie Republican platform
does not make untimely-blind promises for Education, and this, sate
say Mr* Ratner is prone to do*

RHH-1938-048 p2
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Mr*  * L* Pinet, Topeka September 13# 1938

You will note that the Democrat platform for Educa-
tion pledgee to support only continuation of State Aid to "weak
school district"*# favoring and expressing belief in son® other
issues, is certainly no expression stronger than '"legislative
study"* Also, promising free texts# aid for high schools,
etc*# will take a lot of money# and then in another paragraph,
to promise to use all of the available n ney, even some now going
to credit of schools, for another group should not appeal of
school people as favorable or consistent™®

I am writing on too long* I seem to be defending the
Republican statement on Education™ I moan it more for explana-
tion, and I still believe it give® Jr* Ratmr and his Legislature
a dound "plank" to stand on, and should indicate to school people
a recognition of and a familiarity with insistent school issues*®

The important faot to consider# however, is that Mr*
Ratnor is a friend o schools, and will he a "school” overnor if
wO do our part in providin a sound program* If school people
really do want more desirable legislation relative to schools in
Karsa1# this is our opportunity to get it*

I don't think it is ever advisable to let politics
get into tiie Kansas loach,.r, but our interests are at stake,
¥e have an understanding friend in Ratner# the most promising
school legislative program in a generation is possible through
his influence and interest, while without his influence, it is
evident that w® are scheduled to take definite loses. You will

know how best to pass this information on to teachers. 1
think it should be done someway* \
1 /iU /gt .\ SV, Tt Wlg !
"TU,iis;.gW: \U,uU: V'V, ' - Um . ~
Sincerely A
u v f . ' ’ . | I | \

Rees H. hughes
Superintendent of Schools

fo.gt

Rkksal

3WR
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Qfc QfcTECE EAcAC

TEACHERS ASSOCIATIOM

F. L. FINET 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE SEC’Y

C. ©o. WRIGHT TOPEKA, KANSAS

ASST. SECRETARY

Supt. Hughes - 2

school matters. In my analysis of the platforms I have tried to
be fair to both parties, but I do not think there is much to -write
home about in either case.

I expect to vote for Mr. Ratner, and I am quite sure that
every member of my family and all of my immediate friends who are

Republicans, will also vote for Mr. Ratner. I believe so far as
the ledger sheets show I have done much more for Mr. Ratner than he
has done for me. He owes re nothing and I owe him nothing. That

is the same feeling I have for Gov. Euxman, to whose party I do not
belong, but for whom I have the highest respect as to his honesty and
to his integrity.

I am willing to help Mr. Ratner anyway I can personally,
but officially I am absolutely neutral.

In conclusion let me say that I have learned from bitter
experience 'mot to put faith in princes, nor in the sons of princes".
That is exactly how I regard both the Republican princes and the
Democratic princes, unless 1 personally have reason to feel otherwise

I am quite willing that you should shew this letter to
Mr. Ratner if you care to do so, or for that matter anyone else who

might be interested in knowing what my position is in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

F. L. Pinet
FLP :0
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GOVERNOR RATNER
on EDUCATION

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS

PROVIDE equal educational opportunity for
all of our young people is one of the primary func-

tions of the state. That function is of deep basic im-

portance in a representative democracy such as ours.
Only thru a sound educational system that provides
equal, proper and widespread educational opportun-
ity for every boy and girl can a government by the
people be maintained. If we can successfully educate
our youth in the ways and advantages of democracy,
in the responsibility of citizenship, in the vital im-
portance of tolerance and freedom of worship, press
and speech, we need have no fear of the penetration
or encroachment of any of the totalitarian isms.

The program of education in our schools must
reflect the characteristics of our society and the
problems of our people. It must prepare our young
people to be successful members of that society and
capable of solving its problems.

We are recognizing that living in an increasingly
complex society places increased requirements upon
the individual. He must develop a cooperative spirit,
social responsibility, self-discipline and a desire for
achievement. This places an unparalleled responsi-
bility upon the schools.

As the state has grown, it has done so without a
state-wide pattern for the growth or adjustment of
our school system. The elementary schools are still
operating largely on the district basis provided in
the 1861 law. High schools have been organized as
the state developed without a state-wide plan. We
have forty counties in which high schools operate
under the Barnes law plan, thirty-nine counties un-
der the general county plan, twenty-three community
high-school counties, and three counties under their
own type of high-school organization. Many stu-
dents attend high schools outside of their own dis-
tricts. In some districts tuition is paid by the district
and in others by individuals.

We should re-enact the state-aid law which guar-
antees at least a minimum elementary school oppor-
tunity to every child in the state on an equalization
basis. We should recognize the need for placing all
of the high schools of the state on a more uniform
basis, and this should include uniform provisions for
tuition and transportation. None of these will re-

quire additional legislative appropriations and they
are all state-wide in application.

We have already provided a minimum retirement
security for a long list of Kansas citizens. Many
federal departments of government provide retire-
ment for employes. Many states now provide retire-
ment for teachers. Such security can be provided
for all teachers in Kansas without placing heavy
financial responsibility upon the state.

For many years we have discussed the question of
free textbooks for Kansas schools. Certainly parents
unable to purchase books for their children should
not be required to sign a pauper’s oath in order to
get these books. I suggest that this legislature con-
sider a state-wide plan to furnish books free to all
Kansas school children, regardless of the nature of
the school attended.

I wish also to call your attention to other ques-
tions that are important to Kansas schools. School
administration should be removed from partisan
politics. The removal of the state board of regents
from political consideration or the creation by law
of a bipartisan board would be a significant forward
step. If appointments to this board are made subject
to senate confirmation it would then be constitutional
to place the state schools for the blind and for the
deaf under the supervision of the regents. That
would be a sound and practical step, both from an
educational and humanitarian standpoint.

The junior college might well play a larger part
in our educational program, and more of the burden
for financing public schools should be removed from
general property. These are not new issues. They
are important to the advancement of education. I
hope you will study them carefully with a view to
definite and constructive action.

Our schools at Topeka and Quindaro for the
colored youth should be removed from partisan poli-
tics. We should treat them as dignified educational
institutions and should appropriate for their opera-
tion sufficient funds so this can be well done.

I hope this legislature will consider education as
one of the major functions of the state and recognize
that provisions for proper education of all our chil-
dren is the greatest safeguard of our democracy.

From the Governor’s Message to the Legislature,
as published in the Topeka State Journal, Jan. 11, 1939.
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Governor Faya* katner
State House
Topeka* Kansas

i.y dear Governor Sateen

The le isl&liw® cffisatlbtee of the Kansas Stats Teachers Association at its
mil tag in Topeka on August S reviewed the p,«ii®iimr?f «©Ork done by the
I» isiatlv* acwacll on Senate la*elutions le* H- ft* 82, and id* IB, ait
we wish to express oar appreciation for the excellent start amtie on the
work c*tlined by the legislature.

Ve realise the importance of the work the legislative council is doing and
planning to do, and went you to know that we are willing and endows 1©
cooperate in every way .possible.

The problems involved in codification of the school laws are huge and
perplexing, tut the laws certainly no®cl codification. Careful work is
necessary, a# we all realise, to insure that the best present practices
are protected mi goesidle lapreveiMrata are introduced.

Our eemtifctt decided to drive on a three-point program for 1941, including
provisions for School Retirement, high School Equalisation in the broad

sense, and A State Centralsaloner of Education appointed as directed by the
legislature, ft# hope to develop these proposals in haraony with the reooro-
m»ndaii<Kts of the legislative »«uil which will be fOrt-hconi«g by beeesiber, 194C
jjateriala which we produce z772 tlm to tin® will be sent to you and to the
education Qomlttec of the legislative council. In return we shall be happy

to receive material which the council develops.

Again we wish to express our desire tO cooperate with you and the legislative
council to the end that we »y have a stronger program. Of education in the
schools of Kansas.

Sincerely yours,

itees If* Hugh©#, Gh&Ilmm

I*S, . Legislative Gor: Ittee
K.- T, . legislative Goe 1tStt
ess 8* bugles, Partens Adel Throckmorton, Wichita
F* U lehlagle, Kansas City Chat* F. lawkes, Selina
p-¢co* h. Itosiesay, Topeka S* I# Ouster, fafceewsy
ft. i * foils, At chiam Ira 0, Goett, Garden City
». L. %abb» Facia R* V. Phinney, lamed
b ft* »* . laf-ards, Emporia C* 0, Wright, Toieka, Secretary
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PAYNE RATNER
GOVERNOR

November 17, 1939

Mr. Rees Hughes, Superintendent
Parsons Public Schools
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I will appreciate it very much if you will
let me know at your first convenience what you
have ascertained from the school leaders at the
convention relative to my attitude on calling
the sort of conference suggested by Mr. Sheffer.

Inclosed is a clipping from the Topeka State
Journal which contains a statement made by
Dean Russell after my talk made in Topeka the

other morning. I thought you might not have
seen it.

I want you to know how much I appreciated
the things you said in your talk at Wichita,
Friday night. It was mighty fine of you and I
am deeply grateful.

With very best wishes, I am

"1 Sincerely
/)

\ \
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Qk MAHgAg STATE
TEACHERS ASSQCBATDQH

F. L. PINET 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE SECY

6. o wranr  TOPEKA, KANSAS
o December 84,1939,

Mr. Ree”e Hughes,
Parsons,Kansas.

tfy dear Reeces
Enclosed you will find editorial dealing with the Governor's
remarks in relation to the textbook situation. I plan to

publish this editorial in our February issue of the K&N&kS TEACHER.

Please look it over and let me know if you think of any
changes that should be made in 1it.

Executive Secret!
FLP-W.
find. (1)
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THAT’S RIGHT, TOU’RS WRONG*" ~’

Certain representatives of textbooks publishers who appear to ha?©
the morale of Eyoorax and the ©himiry of loro, have been by innuendo and
insinuation surreptitiously panning, Governor Ratner in regard to a letter
Governor Ratner sent to the Belabors of the State School Corzsissioa under
date of November 15,1939, suggesting that as fm changes as possible be made
in the text books list at the present time. These certain book men who by
no means represent the Guild as a whole run true to Shakespeare’s dictum which
readsj '"'Is sharper than a serpent’s tooth is the tongue of a disappointed
and malicious book-man.* }

Row let me see what the facts in the case are. Unfortunately the press
of the state did not quote in its entirity the text of the Governor’s letter to
the School Board oarission. These newspapers quoted merely the general ad-
monition that as few changes as possible be made* Any one who is advised as to
the extreme economic distress of the state will agree to the wisdom of such
admonition* But the Governor’s letter contained another paragraph whioh set
forth the need of such changes as might be necessary on account of the archaic
and obsolete character of textbooks now m the list. The deleted paragraph
of the Governor’s letter covering this point is as follows*

“Of course, every sincere citizen as well as educator
is deeply interested in educational advancement* I
fully realise the importance of the textbook in school
work, that in many class rooms the text furnishes both
the outline and content for the course of study* But
non® of us can overlook the serious economic distress
which our entire state is facing®* For that reason, it
seems to 258 that no textbook changes should no made ex-
cept when our children would be actually handicapped by

continuing the use "of oTTooekT.

Therefore, to those school people who have been disposed to listen
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In his "brief address before the Council of Administration in Topeka on
February 2, Governor Ratner, than whom no other governor Kansas has ever had,
has been more friendly to the schools, reiterated his Interest in the public
schools of Kansas and proffered his assistance in the accomplishment of the
legislative aims of the Kansas teachers. But he also did more than this. In
two brief paragraphs In this address Governor Ratner gave the school people
of Kansas most excellent advice as to hov, to proceed in lerislative matters.

These paragraphs are as follows*

"Legislation 1is usually a matter of compromises and
cooperation. Frequently results can be obtained
only by gradual degrees, for the processes of
democracy are slow. But, once secured, benefits are
likely to be more permanent than those obtained in
any other way.

"An intelligent program setting forth the needs of
education which can be met through legislation should
be agreed upon only after the most careful considera-
tion. Once such an agreement is reached, educators
should present a united front and offer their program
to the consideration of the proper representatives of
the people, "

If this terse advice is followed there is no question but that ultimately

the teaching profession will achieve its lerislative aims,

.F.L.P,
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March 12, 194-0

Mr. F. L. Plnet
Secretary, State
Teachers Association
Topeka, Kansts

Dear Franks

X an for the "~editorial®* It 1s all true,
and our teacher group should appreciate
the attitude the Governor is showing, and
I believe they are, with only a for excep-
tions.

Miss Edna Dean Baker, President of the na-
tional College of Education is the one whom

Miss Fergusson and I suggested. ,Je are an-
xious to secure her because of her interest
in the field of Primary Education, I do

not know Clara Baker but some of our teachers
who know both of them seem to think Edna
Dean Baker is a more satisfactory speaker,
and if it can be arranged without too much
trouble, 1 believe she is the one vie should
like to have,

I shall talk to Mr. Perkins about the Kansas
Teacher advertising and report to you later,
probably next Monday as I am planning to be
there then.

Yours very truly

Rees II. Hughes
Superintendent
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STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TOPEKA

PAYNE RATNER

GOVERNOR

June 28, 1940

Mr. Rees Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

Enclosed is a letter the Governor has received
from Mr. W. E. Sheffer advancing several ideas in line
with the suggestion he made sometime ago about which I
wrote you. I believe there is a good idea of approach
in this. We might call in a number of the school men
on the proposition there is some talk going around about
the schools giving attention to patriotic and govern-
mental instruction and that probably the public does
not realize how well the school men have been handling
this program up to date; that the reason for calling
some of them in is to let the public know what has been
done as well as setting up any further program in
advance of and to forestall any wild ideas that might
possibly develop. If you think this might be dona,
would you suggest the names of those who might be
included in the preliminary meeting. 1 will appreciate
your returning Mr. Sheffer*s letter to me.

'Secretary to the Governor
WR:IK
end.
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STATE OF KANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
PAYNE RATNER

GOVERNOR TOPEKA
WES ROBERTS

SECRETARY

June 26, 1940

Mr. Rees Hughes, Superintendent
Parsons City Schools
Parsons, Kansas

Dea,r Rees:

Thank you for your letter, and I apprecia.te
your suggestions. Personally, I am scared of such
a meeting unless it was a mighty select few who
would not say anything about it. One thing is,
as you suggest, current events are changing so
rapidly no one knows what the next day will bring
forth. The next thing is that I am not so sure
the school people over the state would take kindly
to suggestions for improvement because there might
be an implication they had not been doing their
job up to date.

These and some other matters need some discus-
sion, and. I wish you would let me know the next
time you are planning to be up this way. 1 would
like to have a short session with you, and I know
the governor would too.

Sincerely,

Secretary to the Governor

"Wl/jet
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Mr* “es hcherts

e/o Office of the Governor
State I'ouse

Tope lea, Kansas

Dear Wes?
This will rerly to your letter of

June 27, end I aa suggestinf the list on
the attached page as suitable to select

fro;- for toe Conference in question*
You vill note the first naoes are those
rbo ere- ¢ ithcr office: | <« f theBtate As-

sociation at present or have been the

acet recant pact presidents» and I an al-

so addin," others .at the end of the 1list

who would contribute to such a Conference
1'ith best wishes, I am,

Yours very trul,

Sees H« Hughes
Superintendent

RHH-1940-077 (1 page plus list)



2. F. L, Sehlaglc- ' porintendent of Schools, Kansas
City, Kansas* President, Board of Directors
State Teachers Association

3, K. ", Pot-win- Superintendent, McPherson, Kansas
President, State Teachers Association

4, Evan S'.Evans- Superintendent of Schools, "'in iold
Past- President Teachers’ Association

5, 0. H« Marsha:.!, Sup* rtnteudent of Schools, Ottawa
Pasi-President, State Teacher2 Acr-oci--tion

6, H, '7* Phlnney» Superintendent of Schools, Larued
. Past—President, State Teachers Association

7, TI. T* Ilarlthara, State Supervisor Occupations and
Outdance, Topeka

8, C. M, "iller, State Director, Yocnfclonal Education
Topeka

9, Dr, W¢ E, Shef er, Superintendent of Schools,
Hanha ttan

10, L. ', Brooks, Pri cipal High School, Triohita, Kansas
11, E. B. Alhauph, Superintendent of Schools, Concordia

12, K. » McFarland, S perintendent of Schools, Co”feyville

RHH-1940-077 (attached list)



Mns STATE
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

©000000000000660060606080
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EXECUTIVE SEC'Y

C. 0. WRIGHT TOPEKA, KANSAS

ASBT. SECRETARY

July 10, 1940

Supt. Rees H. Hughes
Parscns, Kensas

Dear Rees:

I have your letter of June 22, I have not replied to it
¥ Y
earlier for the reason that I have been in Minnesote on & fishing trip

with my grandson, fourteen years of age, who is a much better fisherman
and a better chess pleyer than I am, in which facts I greatly rejoice.

I note what you sey about your esppointment to the State Board
of Educatione. I ecan say to you frankly that I think this is a good
eppointment and that you will serve Governor Ratmer end his administration
admirebly as & member of the State Board of Education. I was somewhat
bewildered when this matter was put up to me by Mr. Wes Roberts, the
Governorts secretary, for while I could not honestly do eanything but approve
your eppointment, I was surprised by the turn this affair had teken.

In the first place it had never ocecurred to me that you would
care to be a member of the State Board of Education, and in the second
plece I had & definite understending with Governocr Ratner regerding this
metter, expecting either Mr. Gowans of Hutchinson or Mr. Allbesugh of
Concordia to be appointed to this plece. This does not mean that I
thought, or think now, that either cf these men were superior to you in
this connection, and so fer as I know you will fit into this particular
situation equally as well as either of them. However, there are certain
marginal considerations. :

At one time when I talked to Governor Ratner he indicated that
he was ambitious to have you nsmed as head of one of the state schools.
I took him at his word in this comnection and worked on certain things
that I could do to help bring this aboute Therefore it is difficult for
me to understend why he should try to shoot one duck with two guns, and I
mean by this that if he had the proper consideraticn of political values,
he should have seen that my insistence of the appointment of either Mr.
Gowans or Mr. Allbaugh was based upon & desire to help him, the Governor.
Evidently he did not see this. What I am trying to get at is that your
appointment on the State Board of Education, while commendable in every
way, did eliminate from the consideration certein friendships which might
have been made in Hutchinson end Concordis.

I may be all wrong, but it is my opinion that Mr. Roosevelt
will be nominsted by the Democratic party, and if nominated he will carry
Konsas. If so, Mr. Ratner will need all the friends he can have. I know
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Page Two.

that Mr. Ratner is wesk in Hutchinson, end I am of the opinion that he
should have additional support in north-central Kansas. In this comnec-
tion I wish te remind you that so far as my own ledger is concerned, I
have rendered more help to Governor landon and Governor Ratmer than I have
ever received assistence in return. I alsc wish ‘o r emind you that at
your suggestion in 1932 I had Governor landon made chairmen of the Senate
Committee on Eduecation, which is & thing I think no one else could accom-
plishe Also I wish to remind you that I wrote the first editorial sug-
gesting Payne Retner as Governor of Kensass I have asked no repayment
for myself. I have teken much punishment from my own people for support-
ing Governor Ratner, notebly in the case of Supte Richards of Emporia, and
others.

I like Governor Ratner and em disposed to help him in every way
possibley; but I do not sppreciste the circumlocubion he has used in connec~-
tion with this matber of the appointment to the State Board of Educabticn.
When & man tells me he will do a cerbtein thing, I expect him to do ib.
When he fails to do this thing, I am disposed to have "cold feet".

My present feeling is that the ledger, so far as Governor
Retner and I are concerned, is closeds No man can ask my advice and then
disregard it without lescening my erdor for his futuree I do not like
"sherp prectice", even though I indulge in it sometimes myself. It is
my opinion that in politics one must be a realiste The Governor achieved
nothing by your appointment on this board. The State Board of Eduecaticn
is loaded with members from socutheasbern Kansss = yourself, Mr. Delay end
President Brandenburg. Pelitically it would have been a far wiser thing
for the Governor to have appointed Mr. Gowans or Mr. Allbaugh. My convice-
tion is he will need friends in other sections than southeastern Kansas in
this coming ceampaign. My opinion is that your appointment to the State
Board of Educaticn will mean little or nothing to you, especially if there
is an opportunity to name you as head of one of the state teachers colleges.

Please vnderstand my positien. I am still for Governor Retner,
but do feel keenly that he did not consider my Jjudgment more seriously than
he did. '

So far es I am concerned, I sm gled that you are on the State
Board of Educatien, if it means enything to youe I have no ax to grind
with the State Board of Educetion, or with snyone else. I choose to
remain & free lance for such brief period as I em still in the politiecal
picturee I think I am reasonable enough to recognize that the world will
not come to an end whether Governor Raimer is reelected or not, but having
been reared in the Seth Wells-Clyde Reed school of politics, I do not ap=-
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Page Three

preciete sharp practice, whether it comes from the Governor or enyone
elsec

In conclusion let me assure you that I do approve your
eppointment to the State Board of Education, although I doubt the
good judgment in the course that was taken.

s =
Sincerely yours,

o=y [l
F. L. Pinet.

= : ;‘,'/é
i
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July 19, 1940

Supt* Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I hare your letter of July 16. I am sorry I missed you
when you were in the office yesterday.

I note in your letter you say I have spanked you every so
often. I think this is hardly correct. I know of no instance in
which I have spanked you. In fact, I think we have seen '"eye to eye"
on most matters for a great many years. I do recall that we differed
on the Tax Amendment proposition which came up in 1932. You chose
your own course in this matter and supported the amendment! I chose
my own course and opposed it. I think you know as well as anyone else
that I have suffered a great deal of punishment for the course I took
in this connection, chiefly at the hands of the Democrats and at the
hands of Mr. Woodring’s friends. I still believe I ms right in taking
this course* You probably think you were right in taking the course
you did. I have never criticized you for taking the course you did,
in fact, many times I have defended you when school men have criticized
you for the course you took.

I think I am the sort of person who respects my own convic-
tions and at the same time respects the other fellow’s convictions.
So far as I know the instance mentioned- above is the only time we have
seriously differed. As the years have gone by there have been times
in which you have helped me greatly, but I think you will agree there
have been times when I have done everything I could to further the
recognition and the advancement which was due you.

As I read your letter I think you are disposed to argue with
me about Rclosing the ledger". I believe any man is free to close
the ledger at any time he chooses to do so. Neither shall I argue
with you about Governor Ratner being a friend of the schools. It is
very evident that he has been most friendly throughout his political
career. On the other hand the schools have done much to help Governor
Ratner. It is my judgment that the school people will always be friend-
ly to Governor Ratner. I shall be disappointed if they are not friendly
to him. However, friendship is a two-edged sword - it carries obliga-
tions as well as benefits, and no one who is really a friend is disposed
to say much about benefits as he is about obligations.

I note what you say about what the Governor did for me in the
ease of Markham, Brandenburg, DelLay and Swalm. I take the position

RHH-1940-081 p1
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Supt. Rees H. Hughes - 2

that while I am grateful for what he did for Markham, Brandenburg and
DeLay, I assume no respomnsibility regarding Swalrru I do not think it
would make a Tinker’s Damn worth of difference whether he reappointed
Swalm, or whether he appointed in his stead one of the fifty-seven
varieties of presidents of denominational colleges. I feel in the
cases of Markham, Brandenburg and DelLay that these were good appoint-
ments, but I also hold that in making these appointments he benefitted
himself rather than he benefitted me.

I wish you could get the viewpoint that in recommending either
Allbaugh or Gowans I was playing the Governor’s game rather than my own.
I do not greatly care who is on the State Board of Education, or on any
other board. Both DelLay and Brandenburg will tell you that I have
never asked any favors of them as members of the State Board of Education.
Hawkes will tell you the same. I have grown too old to be interested
in favors that anyone can do for me. I do want to be worthy of friend-
ship, and live up to the obligations of friendship, but that is about all.

I have reached the place where 1 think I have been a damn fool
to ever pay any attention to politics. As you know, I have never been
a candidate for office, and as I have told you, I have never asked any-
thing for myself from any Governor, although I have been in close con-
tact with all governors for the past thirty-five years. I did accept
the appointment as vice-chairman of the Fish & Game Commission under
Clyde Reed, but I did this to help Clyde and not for any preferment
that might come to me. This appointment did not even caryy a per diem,
so I can honestly say that I have never financially benefitted from
politics. I left the Fish & Game Commission as you know when Harry
Woodring and I came to the parting of the ways.

I think you are disposed to take governors more seriously
than I do. After all they are just ordinary men - some of them eat
pancakes for breakfast and some do not. No mail can add to his stature
by reason of any office to which he achieves. I have known dithh-diggers
who had more characters than some governors.

I think we had better forget all about this matter. There
are other things in life which are far more important. For instance
I am much more concerned in having a chance to reread Thoreau’s WALDEN,
watch the Alfalfa grow on my farm, and amuse myself with the Greek
dramatists than I am in getting myself into a sweat to try to elect
Willkie and defeat Roosevelt. The point 1 am making is that the smoke
goes up the chimney regardless of who is president, or Governor, or State

Superintendent, and life flows on just the same.

RHH-1940-081 p2
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I probably have only a few years left to me and I propose
to use these few years in seeking serenity, peace and calm, regardless
of what goes on in the political world.

I recognize that I have said things in this letter, and also

in a letter I have written the Governor today, which will not please
However, let me assure you that while I do not see "eye to eye'

you.
with you in political matters, I am your friend personally, and ready
at any time to do anything I can for you.

Sincerely yours,

FLP:0

RHH-1940-081 p3



July 19, 1940

Governor Payne Batner
State House
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Payne:

I have your letter ©f July 12. I have been unable to reply
to it earlier for the reason I have been on the road a great deal and
have had very heavy office work.

I note what you say about the appointment of lees Hughes to
the State Board, of Education* As 1 tried to indicate to you in an
earlier letter, or at least tried to indicate to Mr. Hughes, sending
you copy of the letter, I have nothing but approval of Mr. Hughes'
appointment on this board, or for that matter any other position to
which you may choose to appoint him. He will serve you well and be
loyal in every particular, and will be intelligent in nig understanding
of any matter that may come before the State Board of Education. In
other words, will be 100$ appointment.

However, to say that I was not hurt, disappointed and humiliated
over the turn matters have taken in this connection, would not be true,
for I had a definite understanding with you regarding this matter, and
as I see the matter this agreement ms not adhered to. It is true that
Mr. Roberts asked a® to come over and wanted ay judgment on Mr. Hughes.
This I gave him, at the same time stating I thought there were reasons
why Mr. Gowans or Mr. Allbaugh should be appointed rather than Mr.
Hughes* I reminded him of what you had told me one time - that you
had Mr. Hughes in mind for one of the state schools. Mr. Roberts
asked me if I did not think Mr. Hughes on the Slate Board of Education
would further such a plan. I told him most emphatically it would not,
and that I thought you should appoint either Mr. Gomans or Mr. Allbaugh.
You, yourself, never deigned to talk to me about this matter.

It seems to me that this whole thing is "a tempest in a teapot!
and that no one has say grounds far feeling badly except myself. I
am. not accustomed to having my judgment asked for and then discarded
without good reason¥* However you are Governor and I am not, and what
you have chosen to do in this matter is your concern and not min®©.

I have known and worked with every governor since Governor
Koch. My experience with these governors has been most interesting.
One out of the whole lot; namely, your friend and my friend, Clyde Reed,
has been most meticulous in keeping faith with me. That is why I a®
for Clyde Seed in spite of hell and high water.

RHH-1940-082 p1
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Supt. Rees H, Hughes
Parsons, Kansas August 21, 1940

My dear Superintendent Hughes:

During the past year or so there have bean startling events abroad and at home
that have aroused in the minds of all sincere and loyal citizens of this nation
grave concern regarding the future of our way of life. Many of the factors in
the national and world scenes directly affect American education and call for
pronouncements on educational policies and definite plans for cooperation be-
tween the state and nation on one hand and the public schools on the other.

Recognizing this fact, Governor Payne Ratner has decided to call a conference
of e ducational leaders to be held in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol
on Thursday, August 29th, the meeting to open at 10:00 a. m., for the purpose
of discussing ways and means whereby the Kansas elementary and high schools
and the state authorities can best cooperate in this national emergency.

In arranging this conference Governor Ratner felt that the Kansa.s State Teachers
Association has been for more than three-quarters of a century the chief agency
for the expression of educational sentiment of all the schools of Kansas. There-
fore he has asked the Kansas State Teachers Association to choose leaders in
elementary and high school education who could serve as a group representative of
the Kansas schools. As executive secretary of the Kansas State Teachers Associa-
tion I am tendering to you an invitation to attend this conference. I hope you
will accept the invitation and plan to come prepared to contribute freely your
own suggestions and opinions as to how the Kansas schools may best do their

part in the present and coming crisis, and how the state may best assist the
schools in this task.

This invitation is being extended to a group of Kansas school leaders representa-
tive of elementary and high school education, the core of which consists of the
past presidents of the Kansas State Teachers Association, past state superintendents
of public instruction, representatives of the present State Department of Educa-
tion, and the leading officials of the Kansas State Teachers Association at the
present time. Enclosed you will find a list of persons invited to this con-
ference. Won’t you please give this problem some thought? Governor Ratner pro-
poses in this conference, over which he will preside, to try to bring about a
crystalization of school opinion as to just how the schools of Kansas can best
serve the state at this time, and how the state can assist the schools In this
service. That the shadow darkens as it approaches there can be no doubt. Let’s
not talk so much about Democracy but let’s do something about itl

Sincerely yours,
FLP-K

Enc.

F. L. Pinet, Executive Secretary.

RHH-1940-083 (one page plus 2-page list)









Aufiufil 23, 1940

Hr, ?. L. Pinet, Secretary
State Teachers Association
Topeka, tangas

Bear .'r. Pinet.:

This will reoly to your letter
relative to the Conference Governor
Ketner is calling for August 29, and
.say ths.t I shall plan to be there.
Such a. Conference as proposed has sple
die’ possibilities.

Sincerely

Hoes II. Hughes
Super in tend exit

RHH-1940-084



Report On
THE GOVERNOR'S COWFERENCE ON EDUCATION AND THE NATIONAL DEFEHSE

Topeka, Kansas, August 29, 1940

Governor Payne Rabtner of Kansas in cooperation with the Kensas State
Teachers Association called a special conference on education and the
national defense at Topeka on August 29, 1940. The representative leaders
in elementary and secondary education invited at the suggestion of the
Kansas State Teachers Asscocistion were selected because of offices they
wore holding or had filled. Those who attended the conference were repre=-
sentatives of the State Department of Fducation, former State Superinten-
dents, presidents of affiliated lay groups, and prescont and past offic 1a1u
of the Kansas State Teachers Association. Those who woere able to atten
the confercnce, which met in the Supreme Court Chamber et 10 a.m. were:

Governor Payne Retner, Topeka Geo. L. McCleany, Topeka
Glenn Archer, Scerotary to Governor W. A. Stacey, Topeka
Those In Evan E. Lvanb, Winfield W. Ts Markham, Topeks
Attendance Ge He Marshall, Ottawa Ross W. Potwin, McPherson
At Confercnco Dale Zeller, Empor¢u F. L. Schlagle, Kansas City
L. B Petit, Chanute V. M. Liston, Fort Scott
C. E. St. Tohn, Arkeansas City J. A. Blair, McPherson
Ira J. Bright, Leavenworth F. L. Pinet, Topeka
Rees H. Hughce, Parsons C. 0. Wright, Topeka
L. W. Brooks, Wichita Mrs. Jamcs Whipple, Topcks
Mary P. Ven Zile, Manhatbtan R. E. Mohler, McPherson
J. W. Gowans, Hubtchison W. E. Sheffor, Manhattan
C. E. Rarick, Hays William G. Carr, Washington, D.C.
Jess W. Miley, Tcpeka Reopresentative of N. E. Ao
T. W. Butcher, Emporia
Governor Governor Ratner called the meeting to order and requested Supt. Ross
Calls Potwin, President of the Kansas State Teachers Associntion, to sit with him

Meeting to
Order

at the chairman's table. The Governor explained the purpose of the conferenc
wos to discuss problems and sugpest ideas rcloted to the National Defense
emergency. '"The schools must take a leading part in the rebirth of patriot-
ism if we are to retain demoeraey in the world at 2all." The Governor
suggested that it is his desirce thot the government and schools should work
togethor for tho good of the nation in the finest spirit of understanding
and cooperation. He restoted his confidence that the schools will do their
full part in meceting the defense omorgency.

Comments By Supt. F. L. Schlagle of Kansas City reported on the national defense
Fo L emphasis at the N. E. A. convention in Milwaukee during the summer. "It is
Schlagle  timely thet the Schools accept the problem of defense. We must step up the
tempo in fields of citizenship instruction. Through the children we may
reach every home in the stote and bring togoether the perpetuation of demo-
eratic thought. This must be done in keeping with the principles of
democracy."
Dr. We G. Corr, Choirmen of the Educational Policies Commission of
he N. E. A., was introduced by the Governor and gave a searching analysis
Comments of the educational aspects of the National Defense program. "The United
By States must be preparcd to stand alone as the last of the great democrocies.
Dre W.G. Three phases of the national program and their impact on education were
Cerr OF outlined as military, cconomic and moral or spiritusl. In each phasec the
The schools have a definite contribution. In the mlllt \ry phase the schooleg!
Educationalresgponsibiliby is (]) developing rugged health; (2) giving competence in
Policiecs mochanical skille; (3) troining in cooperative Mbll ty; and (4) developing
Commission intelligent loyulty and devoticn to the way of democracy. The schools train

all the children of all the people, and their military responsibility rests
with the first cssentials rather than training for the dircet bearing of
arms. In break-downs of our economic structure the schools have not suffi-
cient means to solve all the problems, but they may give the people an
cconomic literacy through which the prcoblems, with the oid of other agonciecs
may be solved by democratic means. The schools! responsibility for intelli-
gcnt loyalty must be developed through an 1ntc111gcnt understanding of +
nature of deomocracy, its dovelopment and its maintenance. This may be
achieved by consistent pr actice of loyelty to demoecracy, ond intellipgent
cxploration of means and the practice of living demoeraticelly. No matber
how completely armed we arc if our morsl defonse 1s lacking woe are vulnecrabl
We must explore ond usc the paossibilities of every resource availlable.
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Discussions by memberg of the conforence followed Dr. Carr's
analysis. IMombers gave suggestions and told of procedures already
in effect, and generally agreea that some definite course of action
should be outlined. Upon motion by F. L. Pinet and gecond by Evan
E. Evans, the Governor was requested to appoint a commission of nine
persons to draw up recommendations end to report to the conference
at 3:00 o'clock the sams afternoon. Vote on the motion was deferred
until other members of the conference could speak, but it was put to
vote and passed later in the confercncc.

SUGGESTIONS FROM TIE FLOOR

We mmast make pra cal, not philosophical, attocks and get
down to the real issuc. e must pool our suggestions as a group and
compile them as quickly as possible. The physical setup in the
schools now include vocational agriculfure, printing and sheet metal
courges. Arrangement could be made so that older boys might continuc
study for longer hours or the shops might be oponed to other boys,
older mon or N.Y.A. groups. But the schools must have money to pro-
vide additional instructors or eguipment. The schools may take
leaderchip in community organizations sctbing up councils and demone-
strating their significant use. Adult cducation programs in thoe com-
munity should be expanded for one objective, that ig, the perpetuati
of democracy. We have ncglected the omotion .1 side of loyalty. The
study of literature should largely be cer cd about the ideallsm of
derocracy. For exary "The M“l‘“Lt\ou% a Lcuncry" cen well be
studied ot home or in bock roview clubs as well as at school. The
schools can lead other organizations into similar aetivity., A gon-
eral understanding of the defensc problems may be carried out
through the loectl schools spomsoring citizcas' cormittees which may
develop reading lists, and with the cooperation of service and civiec
groups supply non-hysteric compoetent speakers. Each department of
the schowl program.is related definitely to the dofensc progrom. In
the health problems the schools sghould cocperate with existing nedice
organizations. In all the problems there is real neced for state

leadership.

ecment that there arce six million

are "out of stop™ the schools should
ask why. Contributing have becn the prosent cconmomic situ-
aticn, the leaders of goverument and the lack of loyalty. All of
these carnot be laid at the door of the schools.

In refero
porsons in the Uni

We shall need to conquer our fear of the word indoctrinate.

The schf’lc will have to indcetrinate in teaching democracy. NUW
shat the }whub is on p11'“ we must take all the short cuts possibl

and set up a defonse in all threc aspcets suggosted by Dr. Carr.
There is thundcr as well as dawn on the horizon. Intellig
&

o
enthusiasm arc necessary in attacking our problom. rib
assigncntﬂ of unscripuod men should be used go tha Lghly brain

¢ placed wheore skills and intelligence may be

usad ﬁo e h the nost. hita schools have developed
through 1 a strong voecational department, placing 1900 boys

in the las ew years, and average recently of fifty boys a week
in industrial positions. The stud s are tought the language of in-

7, henmatics, mechanical drawing, and how to read lue prints
as well os the octuasl trade skill. State-wide trade schools should

iornal Educaticn Dimartmcat two defenseo

schocls arc I - one in Kansas City and one in
Wichita, o“ruhruﬂiu funds ahounblwg to $15,000,000 which

funde, to opﬂra+@
£
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During the last war I made specches on naticnal defensc. I
recently checked these notes and destroyed them lest my children
read them and realize how mixed I wes in my thinking. Today we must
wateh that we continue to think clearly in this emergency. The task
of the school people is to keep poise. We must find our weak places
and attempt to strongthen them rather than to make a croadsides
attack oan the whole probleme We must build up morale and appreciatic
of the virtues of democracy in the life and soul of the child. We
must live so well and establich so fine an economic 1ifc that this
will be our strongest defonse.

Mr, HeClenny introduced Mr. Callahan, one of his high school
supervisors who has been working on the outline for an Americanism
Course. Mr. Callashan suggesbed that this material mnight be incor-
porated ag a part of the Constitution Course now taught in the
Junior year of the Senior high school. This material is the out-
growth of activity of the American Legion und research by the state
comuittes. It will be reviewed ond subjected to further approvel.
Mr. Callshon suggested also that there might be another contest in
the Kansas schools formulating an acceptable "Amoricen's Creed,"
with a set of encyclopedlas given %o the prize winning school and
publicity over the state given to the creed.

Mrse Jomes Whipple, Presicent of the Kenses Congress of
Parents and Teachers, spoke of the need for Adult Education. The
cconomic situation 1s mot in the honds of the schocls. The parcats!
responsgibiliby should be to sce that the children are obedient, and
cooperative, and arc well-fed.Loyelty to demoeracy must be taught ot
home as well os ot school. Paront education or adult education
should stress these things and must be supperted as a valuable part
of the defcense progrom.

We must indoctrinate. he public school is predicated upon
the responsibility te government. In certain cases, some people
should net be free to choose. The schools must indoetrinate and in
every discussion anywhere the conclusion must be, "America must win.'

"Wo must educito the whold child. Thus all phases of develop-
ment must be soundly built. The cemobtional as well as the intellec-
tuel rnust bo cducated to the ways of democratic 1ife. Citizenship
training as it Touches the entire life of the child must receive
major emphasis.

There are two aspects of cur solution to the defense cmer=~

gency. One of them should deal with imniediatc plans and the other
with long-time plans. Our immediate responsibility to youth is for

v
guidance in the frightened and confused state in which nodorn
socicty hae thrown thea. We should have some organized channel to
infornm parcents, teachers and the public in the non-hysterical way.
Our job is to rethink all we do in school in order to give a better
understanding of todays problems and the salvaging of democracy.
Tc do this job we must start with preosent facilitics.

We must broaden our progrem. Wo must place the omphasis
on what demcecracy mcens. The ccononmice situation rust be adjusted
and its 1lls cradicated. In our broader progren we should be traine
ing somi=skilled men to be skilled in the key industries.

We have allowed virility (manliness) to ebb. Too many of us
take our athletics by proxy. Read "The Inner Threat, Our Own
Softness" in Horpers for September. It says we have too much 30,86
oline, stadia and luxury. We must not keep on trying to pump g
academic studies into nupils who can be betiecr equipped for 1life by
another type of education. Family 1life, government and schools must
alike be strengthened.

e must aceopt the challenge to take not the easy road but
to meet problems coursgeously. We must capitalize idealism whon we
can.,
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The schools must be placed on the charging and not on the
defensive side. We must get on the constructive side and begin
our real work. Offcr as many courses as practical, teach speci-
fieclly needcd skill in both the sccondary and adult progrom. We
might make a kick-off in terminal courscs for the two-thirds of our
youbth who do not go on to college. The schools nced not take the
blame for all of soclety's ills. W arec already doing and have
been doing much in this dircct linc. Whether we get more moncy or

not we will muect the prescnt needs as best we cane

The school and the government must cooperatively do some=

thing speecifically. We must considor what defense means to the

Americon way of life. Chanuto, like Winficld and Wichita, has been

conducting o voecational draining program in its rcegular school
;

course. This with citizenship training will furnish educational
effort for n=

The problem of the onc teacher school has not yet been
brought up. We must dovelop o stato-wide program that will con-
sider these rural 'schools as well as the urban centers. Materials
for the use of rural schools must bo developed.

When our students cnrcoll this fall they will be facing
defense service, and we must know how to advise them. Youth is
distrubed, and the schools must be recady to offer them guidance.We
must define our ccurse of cction. Our program should be placcd
before all the toachers; as a suggestion, publicity may be carried
in the KANSAS TEACHER.

Citizenship is a good denl nere than a school study; it must
be made o woy of living. Our schools must be democratic institu-
tions to give democrotic citizenship training. We must meet the
necds of the hours,

If Amcricanism is right, what is wrong with indocirinating
bt eheve betn too unmindrTul of ThHe %216 of donmoc acy and too
afraid to express it.

The Governor resd o lettor from Supt. A. G. Schroedermcicr
of Dodge City expressing interest in the mceting and offering the
support of that school systenm to plens developed for national de-
fense., Mr. Schrocdermeiocr told of the citizenship programs in his
schools in grades four, five and six.

The Governor called upon Dr. ¢

arr to summarize the dis-
cussion of the morning, and his corments

in outline follows:

The schools of the United States are involved in a program
of national defense; involved deeply, not superficially. It
reaches right into the roots of educational theory and practice.
Problems will be solved not in the authoritarian way but in the
American tradition. State leadership and stimulation are the
beginning of any pregram. Local gchcols must exccute the program.

Intelligence and emotion are both invelved. The new
Germany ond Itely reject rationalisme. They consider intellectual-
ism a weakness and action only admirable. That is verbal intoxi-
cation. We must develop the spark of the intellect in each person.
There must be intellectual apprecintion of democracy as well as

emotional strengthening.

The conference has shown that there is a great desirc for
ways and means ond some of the suggestions are as follows: (1)
Broaden the program to include adults; (2) Colebrate Amcrican
Education weck Nove 10-16, cmphasizing the theme, "Education for
tho Common Dofensc;" (2) Extension of vocational education, espec-
ially in the industriecs of defense and others which are allied, such
as, home meking, and making adjustment in industry or business to
the absence of men who arc called for military scrviee; (4) Educate
toachers to meet the problems of the now program through special




Page o

mectings or study groups; (5) Dovelop & curriculum in citizenship
education closely rclated to problems of today; (8) Broaden
cconomic education for better socirl functioning; (7) Emphasize
student participation in school and community life; (8) Develop
contact with press, movie, radio, and service and civic clubs;

(9) Observe citizonship recognition days--induction corcmonics
must not be allowed to become an cmpty ritual, but must be an
educational covent kept free from commerciasl cnterprise; (10) There
must be no witch-hunting. According to Mr. Mohlor's waraning, we
must hope that nonc of us writc things now which in ten years wo
will want to burn. We do not want to destroy our democratic in-
stitutions through the guisc of protoeting them; (11) The citizen-
ship study made by thoe N.E.A. in nineby of the best secondary
schools in the United Stotes lists the best practices now in usce.
This report will be awvailable scon and should be of wvalus,

Opbimism and confidence in the schools?! past and present
procedures must be maintaincd. They are an example of democracy
and its accomplishment. They are its finest example and its
surest defensc., Kenses is the first state to call such a confer-
ence as this and the National Education Association will watch
the experiment with concern. We should like sufficient copics of
the report to distribute to all states.

At +the closc of thc morning session, the moticn made

Governorts carlier in the mecting for the appointment of a commission of nine
Cormission to coarry forward the work of the conference and to report at an

On Education afternoon scssion was carried. Governor Payne Ratner appointed the
And the following and adjourned the conference until three otclock: L.W.
Naticnal Brocks, Evaun E. Evons, Rees He. Hughes, W. T. Markham, R. E. Mohler,

Defense Appointed F. L. Schlagle, W. E. Sheffcr, Mrs. James Whipple, and C. 0. Wright.

AFTERNOON SESSION

Tho Governor's Commission on Education and the National
Déferse which was naried at the morning ¢onforence met at a lunch-
con dovntown and then at 2 declock in the Supreme Court Cheamber of

Meeoting of the Capitol. Those prescnt werec:

Cormigsion on

Education and L. W. Brooks, Wichita R. E. Mohler, McPherson

The National W. G. Carr, Washington, D.C. F. L. Schlagle, Kansas City

Defensc Evan E. Evans, Winfield W. Es Sheffer, Manhattan
Rees H. Hughcs, Parsons Mrs. James Whipple, Topeka
W. T. Markhan, Topcka C. 0. Wright, Topcka

Supt. F. L. Schlagle served ag chairman of the comaission
and C. O. Wright as sceretary.

The Governor's Commission, after considerable diseussion,
drafted an outline program to present for the ccnsideration of the

A Progranm conference. The progranm was divided into two parts: an immediate
In Outline program on Education and the National Defense, and a long range
Is Drafted progrem. These werc drawn up in topical outline form with the aim

of fubture cxpansion and filling in of details. The programs follow,

IMMEDIATE PROGRAM FOR EDUCATION AND THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

l. Voecational Training
ce An increascd immediate attention to voecatiocnal
courses which have a definite bearing on national
defense, such as welding, shect metal work and
cuto-mechanics.

be Hoarty cooperation with the occupational training
in schools that is now being sponsored by the
national government.

2 Adult Education
Specinl emphasis to be given to
2. Public Forums
b. Night Scheols
ce. The teaching of appreciation of the blessings
of liberty.

de Training for avoiding hysteria in periods of
crisise.
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In-service study and discussion of cducation and the national defense

by teacher groups.
Pamphlets which are now being issued by the Educational Policies
Cormission, The American Council cn Edueation, the Anerican Youth
Cormission ond othor agencies are available for study-guides for
teachers. It is proposed that toachers throughout Kansas be cn-
couraged tc organizc study groups to aid in making the schools more

effective in the progran of national defense.

Encouragerient of stato-wide observation of American Education Woek,
November 10-16, 1940
The theme of the weck, "Education for the Common Defense," serves
to link the schools, the patriotic organizations and the cormunity
in a study of defense problems in relation to educaticn,.

]

LONG RANGE PROGRAM FOR EDUCATION AND THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

Econonic Education
Special attention to modernizing the curriculum in the light of
gconomic defense needso

Civic Education
Special attention to:

a. Teaching an understanding of democracy.

b, Offering practice in democratic living through studont
government, student activitics,cte.

ce Deoveloping loyalby to demoeracy through schocl instruction,
assemblies, cclebration of holidays, and obsorwvance of
citizonship recognition dayse.

Health Education
; Developing physical education and health progrems in the schoolse

Cultursl and Moral Education
Maintaining and enlarging the offerings of the schools in rclation
to the culturcl heritage and the moral-spirituacl wvalues of our
society. Continued attention to school programs in nmusic, art and
literaturc.

The report of the Govornor's Commission roceived gencral approval
in the discussiocn that followed its prescntation by Chairman Schlagle.
It was generally agrecd that the schools should contribute as extensive-
ly as possible in the program as announced and that the emphasis would
be on using present facilities to attain as many objectives of education
and the national defense as possible and not on the need for additional
fundse It was pointed out, however, that the schools of the state should
be ready to cooperate with the national govermment to use all of the
federal money that is available for the defense program. The possibili-
ties of expanded activities in connection with government agencies such
as the W.P.A. and the N.Y.A. wore mentioned.

It was moved by Supte L. H. Potit of Chanute and seconded by Dr,
W. E..Sheffer that the Governor's Commission on Education and the
National Defense study the rules and regulations of the Smith-Hughes and
other federal vocational acts with a view to enlarging vocational as-
pects of defense education in Kansas. Motion carried. (See Note at
close of Report.)

It was moved by Supt. C. E. St. John of Arkansas City and scconded
by L. H. Petit that the Imnediate Program and the Long Range Program as
submitted by the Governorts Commission on Education and the National
Defense be acceptod, and that the Commission be continued and authorized
to function and carry forward the purposcs of the conference. Motion
carried. :

Dr. Carr at this point complimented Governor Payne Ratner for his
patriotic and ecducaticnal interest in calling the conference, and the
school loaders on attending the mecting. He said this was the first
conference of its nature called in the nation, and leaders over the
country would watch the program as it developed over the months ahead.
Dr., Carr asked to be kept informed of the progrcss made in Kansas on ed-
ucation and the national defense, which he was sure would develop from
the conference.

It was moved by Supte C. E. St. John of Arkansas City and seconded b
Prin. L.W. Brooks of Wichita that the conferencc express its appreciation
to Governor Ratner for his intcrest in education and the national defense

Appreciationjand for his initiative in calling the conforence.
For Calling Conidrecnce
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The conference closed with a concluding word from Governor
Ratner. Among other things, he thanked those who attended for
dropping their work and spending a day in Topeka on the discussion
of the vital question of national defense. He extended a word of
appreciation for the services of Dr. W. G. Carr of the Educational
Policies Commission of the National RBducation Association who came
from Californis te attend the meeting. The Governor explained
that he called the conference because he felt schools could offer
immediate and long-time contributions to the defense program and that
he was anxious that the schools in this period maintain the public
confidence and display an active loyalty to democracy. The Governor
pointed out that the schcols carry the good will of the people of
Kansas and that this confidence must be maintained.

The conference, so the Governor statced, had not just talked
but had taken definite action. It had refuted the charge that
patriotism is & lost quality. The schools are accepting the challengc
of the present need and src showing that they are ready to keep on
meeting community nceds. The schools, the Governor warncd, face a
real problem in keceping their sharc of the tax-funds ospecially
needed now in the important defense work which the schools must do.
The schools must interest more citizens! groups in their program in
every scetion of the state.

The Governor pointed out that it might be ncceessary for the
schools to drop some of the things they are now doing to assume
the new tasks of servicc in the hour of national defense: He also
stressed the nced for real citizenship training whiech will support
the demoecratic system of life and governmente.

Governor Ratner closcd the conference by urging that every
child who passes through the schools of Kansas be cquipped to answer
by the civic life he lives the questions, "What is Democracy? Why
is Democracy?" What our democracy is and why we sherish it muST be
taught in every school of Kansas. If the schools present a strong
"whaot and why" program in respect to democracy the public will lmow
that the schools arc cooperating ir meeting national defonse
emergencies in a democratic way.
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C. 0. Wiright, Seéiotary te the Commission

At o posteconforence session of the Governor's Commission on
Education cnd the Nationol Defense it was decided to have a mecting
of the Commission at the Capitol in Topeka on Saturday, September 14
at 10 a.m. ) J

Supt. W. E. Sheffer of Manhattan was requested to study the
regulations applying to vocational education in Kansas and to commun-
icate with the Kansas Director of Vocational Education, C. M. Miller
for this purpose. It was suggostod also that Dr. Sheffer secure in-’
formation on the vocational regulations in sister states to sec if

other avenues for federal assistance for vocaticnal education might
be available for Kansas.




September 25, 1040

Mr. Carl Igel
Superintend ant of Schools
Miime&polie, Kansas

Fear Yr, Igels

I ¢li «ritiag this latter as Saperlnten-
4sat of Schools in Governor Payne Batner* s home
to-;;-., ami for t!i purpose of urgia-' his re-
election as G-ovorncrr of our State.

Mr. Betaor oar.a to Persons as a young lew
yer, Jjust out of college vlth debate experience
and liiaeSlately .began holpLIig our- school debates
Thru the years .siaeo,fep has been oet-lve in our
Boy Scout program, our Parent Teacher activities
and ha3 bean attorney for our Board of Pducetion

Of course, vyou '"now of his work: in the
3onato es Chair. an o" the Ydrrrtion Committee,
end of his leadership in securing passage of the
UCiiuoX Aid Lar. You proY bly know, too, thet
since he has become Governor, he has said re-
peatedly that he considers Education the wost
important function of Government, and this he
has also proven by his attitude and action.

I hope you have had the opportunity to
read, the statement for Education in the Repu-
blican platform. It is Governor Hatner’s state
sent and it shows very clearly his relationship
to and understandin of the program being spon-
sored by the Legislative Committee of the State
Teachers Association.

You will note also'in comparing the Party
Platforms, end in public addresses that the Bern-
cratie candidate promises to take away from
schools the "residue” of the Sales Tex. This is
direct evidence of e lrck of understanding of
the school financing and would produce unfavor-
able results in every school district in the
State.

RHH-1940-086 p1



Hr.Carl If.el- ; 2 September 25,1940

All school people rant Social- elfare pro-
vided for adequately ear decently, but no one
vho 1is familiar with school finane in in Kansas
??i11 advocate its bein' added to the school
property tax, nor far too hil h.

I hope you rill support Governor Retner

for re-election. He 1is & man of character and
ability, a splendid citizen, and a pood Gover-
nor. Also, no nan in public life in the State

is so cell acquainted with and is so friendly
to the program of the schools, and as school
people so need his protection and his continued
leadership.

I mm writing this letter to a number of
school leaders through out the State whom 1
thins vill be interested in the testimony of
the Governor's home torn Jupo intendest, and I
sm doing it in the interest both of the Gover-
nor sad our school program*

Sincerely

Rons r. Hughes
Superintendent
2HH ral

RHH-1940-086 p2



Educational Planks in the Party Platforms

Analysis by C. O. Wright, Director of Department of Legislation, Public and

Professional Relations, K. S. T. A., Topeka, Kansas

THE PLATFORMS of the two major parties for 1940 contain
educational planks that will meet with much favor from all friends
of the Kansas schools. The Republican educational planks, as will
be seen from the statements on this page, are more extensive than
the Democratic planks. The Republicans employ more rhetoric, go
into greater detail, and are more specific in announcing their posi-
tion on education than are the Democrats. This is characteristic of
the parties throughout their platforms, and the Democratic pro-
nouncement is very concise — in keeping with the wishes of the
party’s candidate for governor, who stated that he "wanted a plat-
form short enough to remember after the election.”

EDUCATION IS NATIONAL DEFENSE

The Republican Party quite properly calls attention to the rela-
tion of education to our democracy in a period of national defense.
Education is stated to be "one of the major functions of the state.”
Universal education of "all our children is the greatest guarantee
and safeguard of our democracy and future well-being.” This
statement of the responsibility of the state for the education of
children will meet with general approval.

DEMOCRATIC STATE PLATFORM
1940

We favor progressive school legislation, including provisions for
fair and reasonabls salaries, teachers’ retirement, free textbooks, non-
partisan election of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

We favor the payment of all moneys collected from the sales tax,
except that amount allocated for school aid, be paid as a cash
pension to our needy, aged, blind, crippled and dependent children.
We favor the repeal of the present law which places a lien or claim
upon the personal property or modest homestead of our citizens.

REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM
Education 1940

The Republican Party again affirms its belief that democracy’s
first line of defense is the program of education in the schools and it
will continue to sponsor legislation needed to improve that program.

We shall submit to the voters for their approval in 1942 a con-
stitutional amendment removing the office of State Superintendent of
Public Instruction from partisan politics.

We pledge our support to a complete recodification and unifica-
tion of the school laws.

We shall support a state-wide retirement law for school employes
which will be consistent with the financial ability of the state, and
which will contain provisions patterned after the best of those in the
teacher-retirement laws that now prevail in eight large cities in Kan-
sas and more than half of the states.

Pursuant to a former pledge we have studied the question of free
textbooks. Our study has convinced us that all school children are
entitled to have textbooks furnished free, and we favor providing
free textbooks on a basis that will be educationally and economically
sound.

We propose that money needed to finance these measures be
taken from the unused balance of the two-and-one-half-million-dollar-
fund now earmarked for school aid.

We consider education to be one of the major functions of the
state and believe that provision for proper education of all our chil-
dren is the greatest guarantee and safeguard of our democracy and
future well-being.

TEACHER WELFARE, SCHOOL RETIREMENT

The Democrats favor "progressive school legislation” and un-
der this bracket include "fair and reasonable salaries” and "Teacher
retirement.” The Republicans pledge support for "a state-wide
retirement law for school employees which will be consistent with
the financial ability of the state, and which will contain provisions
patterned after the best of those in the teacher-retirement laws that
now prevail in eight large cities in Kansas and more than half of the
states.” The two parties are thus pledged to enact a school retire-
ment law in 1941. Two years ago both parties had planks which
promised "a study of teacher retirement.” The study has gone for-
ward through the work of the legislative council during the past
two years, and the parties in their declarations are now ready to act.
On the basis of the platforms of 1940, the teachers are expecting
the legislature which convenes in January, 1941, to enact a law pro-
viding for state-wide retirement of school employees.

NON-POLITICAL STATE SUPERINTENDENT

The Republicans wish to submit to the voters for their con-
sideration in 1942 a constitutional amendment which will remove
the office of state superintendent of public instruction from partisan
politics, and the Democrats "favor the non-partisan election of the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction.” The teachers have
been working for a Commissioner of Education to replace the state
superintendent, one who would be appointed by a responsible non-
political board. The platforms recognize the theory back of the
proposal, though the term employed by the teachers is not used.
The name, "Commissioner of Education,” carries the new concept
of a professional officer, selected by appointment rather than by
popular election, an official who can promote continuous policies
with some guaranteed tenure, and who will be free from irritations
and handicaps of political life. The Republican plank is more
specifically in this direction, though the Democratic plank is not
inconsistent with the proposal of the teachers who wish trained and
continuous state leadership in education.

THE SALES TAX AND THE SCHOOLS

Both parties take stands on the sales tax and the schools. The
significance of these planks can be understood only when a few
facts are known. Approximately $10,000,000 are collected annually
from the 2 per cent sales tax which was levied by the 1937 law. Of
this sum approximately one-fourth was ear-marked for the schools
under the elementary school aid law of 1937—that is, $2,500,000.
By the formula of this law, however, the schools have been receiving
less than that amount by direct aid—to be exact, only $1,927,829
for the year of 1939-1940. This leaves a balance of approximately
$600,000 in the sales tax fund originally designated for the schools.
Social welfare receives directly from the sales tax approximately
$3,600,000. What is left in the sales tax money constitutes a residue
of approximately $4,500,000 which has been distributed to local
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What Other School Men Say

“I wish to take this opportunity (even
though I have supported the Democratic
party in the past) of expressing to you my
parsonal appreciation for the fine attitude
you have taken toward educational ad-
vancement in Kansas . .. and I want to
assure you that the educational plank in
the Republican platform meets with the
whole-hearted approval of the people of
Kansas.”—George C. Stevens, Principal,
Clay County Community high school, Clay
Center, Kans.

“Contacts over the years have more and more
convinced me that Governor Ratner is a
genuine statesman who is concerned that the
activities of his office shall make the greatest
possible contribution to the publ'c welfare.
The Governor has been a real friend of public
education.”—A. G. Schroedermeier, Super-
intendent, Dodge City Public Schools.

“I want personally to thank you in
behalf of the boys and girls of Jackson
County for the interest you have in our
schools. Your interest is manifested by
your leadership in a Safety Program, by
your National Defense Education Com-
mission, and by the School Aid Law as
sponsored by you. We know you are a
friend of education.”—Ralph A. Patterson,
County Superintendent, Jackson County,
Past President State County Superintend-
ents’ Association.

“Governor Ratner’s support of a constructive
legislative program for education is well
known, and school leaders can depend on his
leadership and sincerity. The school-aid bill
has been a life saver to many Kansas schools.”
—Newell Terry, Superintendent of Schools,
Goodland, Kans,

“Evidence is available to show that
Governor Ratner has done more to
advance Kansas educationally in the areas
where needed than any other person who
has been governor of the state. Education
has a real friend in Governor Ratner.”—
Ira O. Scott, Hays State College, former
Superintendent of Schools, Garden City,
Kansas.

A
Friend of
KANSAS SCHOOLS

Throughout the Years

Governor

PAYNE RATNER
Republican

“The Preservation of Democracy
Tomorrow Rests With the School
Children of Today.”

“Good Government Is Good Politics”’
—Payne Ratner




1940 Republican Platform

ON

EDUCATION

“The Republican party again affirms
its belief that Democracy’s first line of
defense is the program of education in the
schools; and it will continue to sponsor
legislation needed to improve that program.

“We shall submit to the voters for
their approval in 1942 a constitutional
amendment removing the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction
from partisan politics.

“We pledge our support to a complete
recodification and unification of the school
laws.

“We shall support a state-wide retire-
ment law for school employees which will
be consistent with the financial ability of
the state, and which will contain provisions
patterned after the best of those in the
teacher-retirement laws that now prevail
in eight large cities in Kansas and in more
than half of the gstates.

“Pursuant to a former pledge, we have
studied the question of free text books.
Our study has convinced us that all school
children are entitled to have textbooks
furnished free, and we favor providing free
textbooks on a basis that will be educa-
tionally and economically sound.

“We propose that money needed to
finance these measures be taken from the
unused balance of the 24 million dollar fund
now earmarked for school aid.

“We consider education to be one of
the major functions of the state and believe
that provision for proper education of all
our children is the greatest guarantee and
safeguard of our democracy and future
well-being.”

This Represents The Views Of
GOVERNOR PAYNE RATNER

On Major Statewide Needs Of
Kansas Schools

Governor Payne Ratner

Has Been Active in Advancing The Best
Interests of Kansas Schools
Throughout the Years

Statement from Superintendent of Schools
in Parsons, Gov. Ratner’s Home Town

“T write this note just at the beginning
of your campaign to wish you success and
pledge you my best efforts in your support.
You have been a good Governor. We school
people appreciate especially your leadership
and activity in the school program. Your
interest in schools has been well known for
years to those of us who live in Parsons,
and it has been gratifying to note the
growing recognition of it all through the
state.”—Rees H. Hughes, Superintendent.

Statement About Payne Ratner, Nov. 3,
1939, by Dr. William Russell,
Dean, Teachers College,
Columbia University, New York City

Made after an address by Governor Ratner before
Kansas State Teachers Association.

“T am not accustomed to governors who
talk like that. Thank God we have got a
governor like that. Thank God for the
school system that produced him.”

A FRIEND OF EDUCATION

The school people of Kansas owe a debt
of gratitude to Senator Payne H. Ratner of
Parsons, Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Education in the 1937 session of the
Kansas Legislature. No one in the 1937 session
of the Kansas Legislature was more vitally,
more sincerely, or more honestly interested
in educational improvement through legisla-
tion than was Senator Ratner . . . Unceas-
ingly he worked for the enactment of the
State Aid Bill. He brought to this task
understanding, sympathy, brains, enthusiasm,
and other qualities which statesmen always
possess, but which politicians sometimes
overlook. What a fine thing it would be if
one of these days Kansas could have as
governor such a man as Payne Ratner.—
Kansas Teacher, May, 1937.




Tuesday morning

Governor Payne Batner
City

Dear Payne:

Just T note this morning to tell
you that you have been a good Governor, end
to say that we shall have confidence in our
democratic form of government so long as men
of your ty-> rill continue to essu r the
leadership.

Win or lose in.today's election
your record ait the character of your leader-
ship will cause you to be recognized as one
of Kansas outstanding Governors and statesmen
We are proud o? you!

Sincerely

RHH-1940-090
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1ESIS ASSOCIATION

1 E SE IAOCT 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE SECY

c.o.nwarxu T OPEKA, KANSAS

December 3, 1940

Supt. Rees H. Hughes

Parsons, Kansas

Dear Reess

Enclosed is an editorial I have just written
for the January number of the KANSAS TEACHER
regarding Doctor Rarick's appointment on the
State Board of Education. 1 hope this edi-
torial will not displease you and your governor.
I have, as you know, only nine months more to
live and during that nine months I propose to
do what I can to play your governor’s game,
even though it may not please our good friend,
Mr. Richards.

Sincerely yours,

FLP*LC
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A GOOD AJPPOISTHBNT

In appointing Dr. O. E&rick, president of Fort Hays Kansas
State Collage, as a ®@muer of the State Board of Education, Governor
Ratner has again acted wisely, for this recognition is richly deserved
by the institution Bootor Riurlek represents and is also richly deserved
by Doctor K&rick as an individual, for Dootor iiariok is aora than
merely one of the outstanding educational leaders of Kansas. He is an
institution. For many years his voice h&a bo® lifted up, in season
and out of season, in defense of she Kansas schools. Just as Dootor
Rarick's father was a circuit rider traveling the plains of western
Kansas half a century ago in the cause of religion, no Doctor Rarick
has been an educational circuit rider for many many years, championing
consolidation, improvement of rural schools, and too bett resent of
educational facilities in ©very typo of school in Kansas, from a sod
schoolhouse to the institutions of hidror learning. Doctor K&rick is
not only an educational liberal-ut an educational liberal whose
leadership has been marked by rare wisdom and deep insight Into the
educational problems which rise in & democracy. Here Is another
white mark for Governor Rainerls friends to chalk up on his score

board as governor F.L.P.
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Inaugural Address of Governor Payne Ratner

T IS no light responsibility to assume the administrative direction
of any branch of government at any time. In these days when
segments of our civilization are plunged into the flaming abyss of
war, when frameworks of government must be changed to fit chang-
ing times, when an aura of uncertainty and confusion prevails—it is
even more challenging. Yet, girded by a supreme faith in the ability
of our Kansas people to rise superior to whatever circumstance con-
fronts them, I accept my duty in the spirit of one who would walk
humbly and serve steadfastly.

For almost eighty years, Kansas has been something more than
merely a unit in the sisterhood of states. It has represented a state
of mind, a body of lofty ideals, a leadership that sprang from the
hard-won experience of those who have faced difficulty at first hand
and who have not winced. The tragedies of its early years—even
before statehood—when it was torn by dissensions that came from
passionate differences of opinions have enriched its character and
left to all succeeding generations a precious legacy. Kansas has
- seen its domain expanded, has put to use countless of its native
possessions that lie richly upon and beneath its surface, has stably
upbuilt its institutions—always struggling against handicaps—and
has established the Kansas family home as a citadel of security,
democracy and enlightenment. Poets have thrilled at its beauties,
sweet singers have told of the glories of its sun-lit plains sweeping
away into infinitude, of the templed majesty of its hills—yet Kansas
has not been one given to vain boasting. It has recognized its errors
and shortcomings and striven resolutely to overcome them.

During the past two years while serving as your governor, it has
been my unswerving purpose to give Kansas an administration of its
affairs consistent with its growing importance as a sovereign state,
and with due regard for the difficult problems that have arisen, 1
have sought and secured the counsel of many leaders learned in a
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variety of fields, and have endeavored to adapt their wisdom toward
a solution of our pressing social and economic puzzles. I am deeply
conscious of the unselfish codperation toward the cause of good gov-
ernment, that has been offered on every hand. I, too, have been un-
sparing of my own time and energy. While I realize full well that
mistakes have been made, and that many of the policies adopted in
good faith have fallen short of the mark, I have been only too happy
to make my personal contribution in the firm hope that a proper
sort of public service might be rendered to all groups and sections—
and that justice, as complete as human fallibility may accomplish,
might be accorded to all classes.

Perfection is always a relative term. Kansas has attained many
fruitful achievements—yet there can be no doubt in the mind of any
thoughtful citizen that the struggle toward the heights must be main-
tained. True accomplishment lies not in easy contentment with the
present but by the exercise of initiative, persistence and courage in
the unfolding pages of the future. Therefore, today—as we face a
world lashed by brutality and tumult—it seems wholly fitting to call
upon the citizens of Kansas to re-dedicate themselves to our com-
mon task in fulfillment of a common destiny.

If this were a statistical compilation, it would be easy to relate
the mundane possessions of this state in the terms of agricultural
and mineral resources, of industrial enterprise, of loyal labor, of
location, of climate, and of health. The Great Benefactor has be-
stowed an opulent abundance upon our Kansas. But the challenge
of the present calls for something far surpassing such recital—for a
restoration of that closely-knit fidelity to proud principles which
moves mountains. Kansas is a land of pure bloods; it has never
been sullied by the infusion of decadent races; its people have been
accustomed to gaze upon far horizons; factors affecting its progress
have been mainly wholesome; the misery of congested centers does
not threaten it; the corruption of the criminal and the racketeer is
seldom known; in Kansas there are few extremely rich or extremely
poor. Here, then, in this vast crucible lie the human elements which
offer our most glowing hope. “The fining pot is for silver, the fur-
nace for gold.” Kansas, by fusing its human excellence with undis-
mayed spirit and fortitude which have been outstanding character-

[4]

isties, will find abundantly present the precious metals so needful in
the grim tasks ahead.

I am profoundly assured that we of Kansas, cradled in this “home-
stead of the free,” desire above all else to keep our state government
on the basis of the true representative form. It is unthinkable that
this people would wish to follow off the strange gods begotten by
degenerate doctrines somewhere present in.the world which have
abolished human liberties, denied Deity and brought only the
shackles of oppression in their wake. In Kansas we are free to think
and speak freely. We shall remain that way. Neither in the realms
of politics or of government itself shall there be any restraint. Hun-
dreds of our young men are now shouldering arms—presenting a liv-
ing bulwark between us and grave perils—and their welfare devolves
upon us, as far as we can give it. Many of our aged and other
citizens are in need and distress through no fault of their own; their
plight requires our thoughtful care and attention. Between these
extremes lies a maze of matters pressing for action. Whatever de-
cisions are made will come through common counsel and by the
people speaking through their own freely-chosen deputies.

In the approaching period of economic upheaval and turmoil, it is
possible that the American way of life—so dear to Kansas hearts—
may be threatened, for mad dogs of lust and cruelty have been
loosed in the world. Kansas, lying in the nation’s center, has been
proud to offer for national defense the products of its fields and
mines, the skill of its craftsmen and the rugged strength of those to
carry arms. Kansas would keep unfettered that land “whose arc of
sky has been darkened by no war hawk.” There is nothing in Kan-
sas “to feed fat the pessimist, nothing to alarm the timid, or to make
ashamed the loyal-hearted.” But here again we must exercise con-
cern. Kansans, as well as others of our countrymen, will doubtless
be called upon to make sacrifices, to take short shrift for a time, to
set aside luxuries for needs. The summons, crystal-clear, falls upon
our ears as men and women for a searching and a re-dedication of
ourselves as individuals. The moral fibres expand only in single
hearts and “The Way” to broadened life and service opens ahead by
exemplification of the simple, and yet superb, virtues.

The footsteps of the true-hearted have been mighty in Kansas
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over the fleeting years. We of this generation salute those who have
wrought the achievements of the past, but it is also.our high duty
and privilege to emulate their courage and devotion. We must
pledge ourselves to establish the work of their hands and to strive
unceasingly that this prairie empire attain an enduring eminence—
forged from the stuff of dreams. The real glory of Kansas, the
flowering of its civilization, the aspiration of the pioneers—lies
ahead. It will come to pass because in the composition of Kansas
are no cowards or sluggards. Here we view the world with no sense
of detachment, for we are “involved with mankind,” seeking always
a sounder and more perfect government and the assurance of con-
ditions that will bring to pass man’s age-old desire for Liberty,
Justice, Peace and Pursuit of Happiness.

Causes creating change in the world days ahead have struck in
the “mid-dance of pulsing life.” That we will go along no more as
we have gone there can be no doubt. Perhaps we ourselves are re-
sponsible for some of these causes—and we must manfully bear that
responsibility. But whatever the reason and whatever the outcome,
I am confident that we of Kansas will march through the portals
of the new regime—heads high and hearts stout, with a spirit and
zeal that brook no fear.

PRINTED BY KANSAS STATE PRINTING PLANT
W. C. AUSTIN, STATE PRINTER
TOPEKA 1941
18-7277
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LETTER NO. 3 JANUARY 15, 1941

GOVERNOR PAYNE RATNER'S MESSAGE TO
THE KANSAS LEGISLATURE OF 1941

Excerpts from the Message Delivered, January 15, 1941

EDUCAT ION

( An educated citigzenry is & vital factor in strengthening the safeguards of

* democracy and advancing the welfare of our stete and nation, / The need for that

strength and advancement was never so great as in these perilous times. Kansas
youth must have the educational training for leadership which can only be supplied

through adequate schools in the hands of competent teachers and school administrators.

{ By examining the epportunities for education in the schools of our state, and by

meking needed legislative ad justmentsy we can better solve the problems of today and

at the same time prepare our young people to cope more ably with the responsibilities
of the future. :

,g;rhe citizens of Kensas have always believed in education and have provided
liberally for schools., However, from the time the original laws were enacted when
the state was organized, legal provisions for growth end development and extension
of schools have generally failed to recognize a uniform pattern and state-wide needs,
As & result, today, we have on our statute books a patchwork of school laws that are
confusing, in some cases antiquated, in some cases conflicting, often local in appli=-
cation, and in many cases inadequate to provide equal and uniform school training for
all the children in the state.

A report from the office of the state superintendent of public instruction in-
dicates that last year there were approximately 2,343 elementary schools operated
with average daily sttendance of less than 8 pupils, while 463 had less than 4, and
7 had only one. = =

Various types of high schools have been organized throughout the state as the

need for secondary education has developed. We have 40 counties which have the
Barnes High School organization, 40 other counties have the "general tuition" plan,
2% others are community high schools, and 2 counties have "special" high school pro-
visions. There are also three classes of city high schools and several types of
rural high schools. In addition, more than 150 districts have provided junior high
schools, and 16 others have junior colleges.

The high school tuition rate varies. It is $108 per year in some districts,

#72 in others, {20 in others, and none in others. In some cases students may attend
high schools outside their districts and county borders with tuition allowed, and in
others tuition mey be paid by the individual.

Pupil trensportation is provided by special laws in meny counties, in some dis=-

tricts transportation systems operate without legal permission, and, because it is
not furnished in others, students are being denied the opportunity to continue in
school.,

RHH-1941-102 (3 pages + note clipped to front)
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In some school districts, there are few children and much property wealth, in
others many children and little taxeble wealth, The result is an unequal school
program and an unjust tax ratd,

(The situations just mentioned point to the need for & general recodification
of our school laws, (The 1939 senate directed the legislative council to make a study
of the school laws and submit its report to this legislature. That study has been
diligently made and an able repert is reedy. It is worthy of your careful and full
consideration. It includes a new uniform state-wide plan for financing high schools
that would guarantee at least a minimum high school effering for every child in the
state, equalize the costs, extend state aid to districts with low property valuation
and large attendance, and provide & uniform tuition rate and plan for payment in all
counties. The adoption of the code report would clarify, simplify, and modernize
many of our school laws, and wQuld extend a more equal and uniform school opportunity
to the children in the state. |

The administrative heads of our state schools, the superintendents of our city
schobls, and most other school officials end teachers are now selected by nonpartisan
boards solely on the basis of their quelifications for the position. The state super-
intendent of public instruction has the opportunity and is responsible for furnishing
educational leadership and school guidance for nearly 20,000 teachers and 400,000
children. Fis selection by partisan ballot, as has been the practice since 1861,
has produced & change in leadership on an average of every three years, That, oh
itself, limits the ability of the office to provide an adequate, continuous, and
effective program for the public schools in our state. I therefore recommend sub-
mission to the voters of Kensas of & constitutional amendment to provide for removal
of the office of state superintendent of public instruction from partisan politics.

Three further steps vitally importent to educationsl progress-high school aid,
teacher retirement, and free textbooks-can all be provided without new taxes and
without increasing any taxes now provided for education. Let me explain how this
can be done.

The 1937 legislature enacted the state seles tax law which earmarked $2,500,000
of ifs funds for school aid. The school aid law enacted by the same legislature
provided that this money be used for stete aid tc elementary schools. For various
reasons, the amount actually used for state aid to elementary schools has decreased
until this year the annual balance is more than {800,000, This is an amount suffi-
cient to finance these three progrems. The financing of high school aid, teacher
retirement, and free text books from this unused balance would be in keeping with the
original purpose. {@he people of our state meant that this money should go for educa-
tion. The money was first set aside for education, earmarked for that purpose, and
it should be spent for that purpose.ﬁ

jour Kensas teachers devote years of their lives to the welfare of our boys and
girds. :In doing so, they measure up in every way to the high stendards of their
profession, Yet meny are paid salaries we must acknowledge are too low for require-
ments they must meet and the service they must give. In some of our counties the
averape salaries of rural teachers are between seven and eight dollars a week and the
average weekly salaries of many of our elementary teachers, even in cities of the
first and second class, are as low as twelve to fifteen dollars a week. With such
an existing condition, our teachers should be assured of & measure of security upon
retirement, and especially if we hope to maintain a high standard of personnel in
the Kansas teaching profession.) 3

In 1939 the legislature assigned to the legislative council the subject of
teacher retirement., Many divisions of pgovernment provide retirement for their
employees. lany private business organizations consider retirement for employees
good business policy. Thirty-two states have teacher retirement. UlNore than two-
thirds of the teachers in the United States have retirement benefits. Eight of the
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large cities of Kansas provide teacher retirement. Qlt is penerally agreed that a
proper retirement provision for school employees is one in which they themselves
contribute a substantial share out of their own salaries.!/

// A careful study offers convincing evidence that all school children should and
cax be provided with free text books. Thirty=-two states and the District of
Columbia now have mandatory free text books. Kansas, in providing free texts,
would only be falling in step with the modern trend in education. School books are
merely one of the facilities of educating our children. Is it not just as reason-
able to expect & child to furnish his desk, or a blackboard, or playground egquip-
ment, as to furnish his own %text books? "

To establish free text books to all grades in all schools in one year would
cost approximately 1,500,000, which would be prohibitive under the present condition
of state finances, Howewver, it should be entirely possible to provide free text
books on the basis of a five-year program which would make the annual cost approxi-
mately $300,000, and which would provide free text books to two or more grades con-
secutively each year until at the end of the five-year period all grades would be
on a free text basis. From then on the only expense would be that of keeping the
system going.

Provision for state aid for high schools is recommended in the report submitted
by the legislative council on revision of school laws. The plan which would provide
for more uniform financing of these schools includes state aid for weak districts,
similear in prineciple to the existing state aid plan for elementary schools.

As I have previously pointed oub, all three of these proposals, teacher retire-
ment, free text books, and high school aid, can be financed from the unused balance
of the 2,500,000 fund already earmarked for school purposes.

Therefore, I urge that this legislature enact a reasonable retirement law for
school employees; & law providing free text books on a basis both educationally and
financially sound; and a law providing sbtate aid for hiph schools.



This Bill is 2 non-partisan effort to give all school
¢hildren of xansas an adequate and reasonably equal opportunity for
an education and to give the schools in Kansas the Stafe aid that is
so badly needed. The bill is simple and workable. It has been
drafted by Superintendent Markham, representatives of the P. T. 4.,
and gehool Teachers' Association, and other interested organizations,
as well as myself, after numerous conferences, lasting over a period
of \several months.

It will recuire about three and one-half (3%) ﬁﬁ'!,%‘uiﬁfiigg-w

lesy to make the law operative. Following are some facts, prepared
by ¥r. Markham, which indicate the great need in Kansas for some
such legislation, as is represented in this measure.



January 17, 1941

Senator Wilford Riegle
State House
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Senator Riegle;

I have Jjust read the 1list of
the Senate Committee assignments. School
people over the State will be happy in
your appointment as Chairman of the
Educational Committee, We have con-
fidence 1in your leadership.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent

RHH:ml
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DODGE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DODGE CITY, KANSAS

A, G. SCHROEDERM EIER

January 18, 1941

Hr. Rees H, Hughes,
Superintendent of Schools,
Parsons, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Hughest

I shall he glad to accept the invitation to attend the dinner meeting at
Hutchinson on Friday evening, January 31, which is sponsored by the IT. T. A.
Boy Residence Center and Mechanical Project. The work being carried for-
ward in these projects should be most interesting to public school executives
as there is need for close correlation with the public schools. 1 shall be
happy to be your guest at this meeting.

Concerning the part of the school code, which relates to the high school
finance measure, permit me to say that I went over the preliminary draft in
the form of a mimeographed copy which was distributed on October 1. At that
time I made several suggestions and I note that these suggestions have been
incorporated in the regular report to the legislative council under date of
December 14, At that time I was particularly concerned that in section
72-3003 as written in the mimeographed report, that the wording “high school
extension courses’ be retained as it now appears in the original law. My
purpose was to make sure that junior, college teachers as well as high school
teachers would be used as the basis for fixing the county high school levy.
If you will examine your mimeographed report, you will see that the wording
"high school extension courses, if any” was stricken from the section. The
printed report under date December 14, on pages 200, 201, and 202 now contains
the wording which will include the junior college.

On page 292 of the mimeographed report of October 1, there were two new
sections which, in my judgment, were very important for the law. In studying
the printed report of December 14, I am not able to discover these new
sections. Instead, on page 207, section 120, there is a reference concern-
ing the junior college which seems to be most important. This section, in

my judgment, injures the law since it restricts the junior college to the
county in which it is located and makes no provision whereby an adjoining
county can co-operate, even though it may desire to do so. The sections in
the mimeographed report on page 292 should have been retained. These sections
indicate that junior college students residing in the county should be treat-
ed as high school pupils. It then goes on in another section and makes
provision for adjoining counties to also arrange for the junior college
pupils to be treated as high school pupils. As near as I understand, section
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Mr* Bees H. Hughes - page 3

120 in the printed report does not make this provision. Instead, I think
it infers that junior college pupils can only come under the law in the
county in which the junior college is located.

I realise this proposed high school law is rather complicated and it may he
that I have overlooked that part of the law which would permit junior college
students in adjoining counties to come under the law, if the authorities in
their county preferred to have them do so.

The junior college communities should have a meeting at an early date to
consider this law and arrange for our support of this measure, providing
we can remove some of the restrictions which seem to he placed on the
junior college.

I shall he glad to here from you further on this matter.

Very sincerely yours.

it* G. Schroedermeier, Supt.
AGS sea

cc/Mr. Amos Glad
Mr. -0. 0. Wright
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tannery 20, 1941

Mr. A. G. Schroedermeier
Superintendent of Schools
Dodge City, Kansas

Dear Mr. Schroedermeier

Following the receipt of your let-
ter this morning, and also one in the same
mail from Mr. Liston, I am writing to Mr.
E. A. Funk, President of the Junior Col-
lege organization. I am suggesting to
him that some of the time be given in the
meeting in Hutchinson for discussion of
the Junior College 1legislation, and, also,
that he appoint a Committee that will be
prepared to lead in the discussion and to
follow the procedure through the Legis-
lature.

Sincerely yours

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent

RHH:ml

RHH-1941-106



ofc 1

TiIAEMItS ASSOCDATDOKI

F. L. PINET 315 WEST TENTH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS

a. a. WRIGHT
ASST. SECRETARY

February 3, 1941

Supt. Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

Enclosed find two editorials which 1 have written
on Governor Ratner. I have marked these "1” and M2". The
first 1 wrote was No. 1 and the second was No. 2. I want
to print one of them in the KANSAS TEACHER but am not sure
which one I should use. As I think about the matter 1 prefer
No. 2, since it is less personal than the other.

Please read these editorials and return them to
me, letting me know which one you think is preferable.

Sincerely yours,

F. L. Pinet

FLP:0O
Enel. 2
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February 4, 1941

Mr. Frank L. Pinet, Secretary
State Teachers -Association
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Frank;

1 like both of your editorials, and
I think probably because I read it first,
number one would be my preference. Either
however will do the job, end I think will
be generally appreciated by everyone con-
cerned* Surely those you read the Governor's
statement on Education in his message to the
Legislature are convinced that he is s real
friend tf the schools.

It might be well to re-print his state-
ment on Education in the Kansas Teachers, es
a greet majority of the school people through
out the State, probably none outside of the
large cities and those on Wright's mailing list
have not seen it.

With best wishes, I am,

Tours very truly

Rees B. Hughes
Superintendent
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MANHATTAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MANAHTNPPNUBLICSOSTICSCICST
UooTogoooBOUOOHOH

March 26, 1941

Mr, Rees Hughes
c/o C, 0, Wright
315 W. Tenth
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Mr, Hughes:

The carbon copy enclosed is self-explanatory,
I think. May I make this additional observation for
emphasis. If the Senate would accept Mr. Converse's
proposed changes, then while the Senate would be
working upon the bill his mind would be free for
thinking about the subject of retirement and high
school equalization. Whether this is sound think-
ing or not you will know.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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COPY

March 26, 1941

Mr. W. A, Stacey, Assistant
State Superintendent

State House

Topeka, Kansas

Dear Mr. Staceys

When I was in Topeka Monday I talked for a few minutes
with Mr. Converse. He was very interested in the subject of trans-
portation and thought all we needed was to set up a law to pro-
vide for a line half jway between two high school. This, as we
both know, 1is faulty. We talked about several other matters
relating to the subject, and when I left him I had the assignment
of drafting out the ideas which we discussed. When I completed
these it seemed to me it was worthwhile to confer with him in
Topeka. This I did yesterday afternoon. I thought there was
necessity of attempting to get him away from the half way line
proposition. In our discussion yesterday afternoon I discovered
that he is very well impressed with the bill which you drafted
with a few exceptions® I discussed two amendments to this bill
which, at the time at least, seared to appeal to Mr. Converse
and to make the bill altogether acceptable to him. I think you
would approve of these amendments also. Briefly they are:

1. Provision for determining transportation boundary
lines when a difference may arise between only two
districts. As the bill is written, unless I read it
wrongly, there 1is no provision for such a situation
unless 25% of the voters of the county petition for
a transportation committee. Frequently it is the
case that most of the voters of the county are not
concerned about a quarrel between two districts.
Hence, the suggested amendment makes provision for
these differences by proposing exactly the same
procedure as you set up for the transportation com-
mittee except that the committee may be appointed
upon the request of either party to the dispute.

2. This amendment provides for the .solution of diffi-
culties involving high schools located In two or
more counties® Mr. Converse feels, and I agree,
that the present draft does not make provision
for such a situation.
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Mr, Stacey - 2

I think the draft which I left will take care of
both of these situations, I am sure both amendments can be
worded more advantageously than my phrasing.

There is one more difficulty and that relates to
community high school counties. At this late stage of the
legislative session, it would seem wisest to forget about
these counties because already sixteen or seventeen of them
are reasonably well cared for.

It occurs to me that you might wish to discuss
this entire matter with Mr, Converse. If Mr. Converse and
you agree upon these changes, he might then have whoever is
caring for the bill in the Senate accept the amendments in
the Senate. Then, if the House would pass favorably upon the
bill as it comes from the Senate, time would be saved.

I think there is a psychological value in this,
Mr. Converse 1is especially concerned about solving the trans-
portation difficulties. If we could help him do so, he might
be more kindly disposed toward the retirement and high school
equalization measures.

Do with this what you think best, that may be to
drop it in the waste basket,

Sincerely yours,

WES:et
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MANHATTAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MAVAHTNPPNUBLICSOS[ICSLICS™]
MANHATTAN, KANSAS

April 8, 1941

Mr* Rees Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Hr* Hughes:
Allow me to congratulate you most

sincerely for the high quality of leadership which
you manifested in bringing the Legislature to the

acceptance of the Teacher's Retirement Bill. In
doing this you performed a great service for edu-
ce-tion in Kansas. I, as one of the members of the

profession, wish you to know that I deeply appre-
ciate the very great amount of time, of energy and
the devotion which you gave to this cause.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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Thanks for your kind letter of April 8. I
shall always feel it was a privilege to have
been a member of the Legislative Committee

I appreciate greatly the
opportunity it gave me to work with all of
the rest of you,

X have intended to write you since receiv-
ing your letter in Topeka relative to the
work you were called to do on the 'Trans-
portation Bill, X understood your situ-
ation and I appreciated your attitude and
help.

We made a very honest effort to direct our
engeries toward securing passage of the
Retirement and Equalization Bills, and I
felt quite sure up to the last night that
they would be accepted. However, the Equal-
isation Bill "took a bad turn*' during

that last night session in the Senate, and
there seemed to be no way to save it.

With best wishes, X am,

Sincerely

Rees H, Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
RHII: Id
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HIAWATHA CITY SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT
HIAWATHA, KANSAS

M. F. STARK
HAWTHORNE PLACE

Mr He63 Hughes
Supt. City Schools
Parsons, Kansas.

Dear Rees:

This is lust a line to let you know that I appreciate
the splendid work you have done as Chairman of the Legislative

Committee of the Kansas State. Teacher’s Association. 1 have
felt for years that we owed”to the profession to secure a sound
Retirement system in Kansas for Kansas Teachers. You may recall

that I was on the Legislative Committee and made the first motion
to make that our Major Issue for the irork of that Committee. Now
it is an accomplished fact and every teacher in the state of Kansa
should feel grateful to you fellows on the Committee who have work
ed so hard and so long on the program, I know that it has taken
sacrifice, expense, and long hours of trying work on your part.
You have made an excellent Chairman and carried on this work the
past two years as few schoolmen in the state could, or would,

have done. I want to be among the first to express my apprec-
iation of that work.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I just wrote
to Supt. Phinney of Larned regarding the future organization
and work of the Retirement Board and the setting up of the
office, I believe that it needs no explanation. If you feel
gs 1 do about it, I hope that you will contact Phinney and see
if he can be urged to accept either the position as Secretary
or the place on the Board reserved for a school man. I feel
that It would be best for the program if he could be Secretary.
That requires someone who is capable of analyzing situations,
working out desirable changes, presenting them clearly, and
helping to sell them to the profession and the general public.
Phinney can do that as he has demonstrated.

With best personal regards, I am
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April 10, 1941

r'upt* H* V, Phinney
Lamed, Kansas

Dear Mr, Phlrmcys

Well, the session Is over at last and no doubt you
are enjoying a chance to "uniax" for a change* This has been
a real battle and w© didn*t get what wo wanted but I feel that
wO rui.de real progress In getting the principle of Retirement
adopted and some sort of a start made on that program, I
feel that our chance now of working out a more desirable pro-
gram Is much better than it would bo If we had not secured
this bill,

I want to express my sincere appreciation of the
splendid \?ork you have done on this program. Very fov; school
people in the state appreciate* as 8% do, the great amount of
work tills has taken on your part, >d about your efforts, your
continued hard drive, and your Intelligent study back of the
program it would not have had a chance. You have mad®© a real
contribution to the teaching profession In iftansas, and to the.
teachers themselves, t want you to know that I appreciate
It very much.

This brings me to another point 1 have had In mind
since tills thing went thru. That la the matter of © man for
Executive Secretary who understands the program and who hin
the necessary legislative contacts and technique to get things
don® In the state legislature* He realise that much needs to
b©® don®© on this program yet and that this work Is ©von more
important than the office work Itself, W® need two things
on this program right now and now Is the time to so®© that we
get them set-up if there is any possible way of doing It, If
you would consider it I should like'to see you chosen as

'eExecutive Secretary for this job. If you could not afford
to take the position as Secretary 1 should I1k© to se®© you
placed on the hoard as the school man member, I would much

rather see you as Secretary for that Is the key position.

The salary is low but I believe that you could afford
to take it with the thought that this could be remedied In the
next session. Even if it were not the obligations {that Is money
costs to do the things demanded in an administrative position)
are such that this position with part of your travel expenses
paid, etc, would make up for the difference in salary.
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oupt, H. v. Phtnney 2 4-19-40

You and I have worked together on this from the
beginning and perhaps have as good a working knowledge of the
program, the method of* working with the profession and legis-
lators, Its needs, etc. as anyone In the state. You have done
nest of It of course. I think that we are as directly Interested
as any two people In the state. I should like to see you
continue with the work you have started so well. I was In
Topeka this week and talked to o, 0. Wright about It. I have
also talked to other school men and they agree that w® have a
job ahead of us yet and that you would be the man to continue
Tt. X hope you will continue the work for the Association
and the members of the profession.

With best personal regards, I on

Sincerely yours,

rl. P. Stark,
Superintendent.

13PSJVBC
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Mr. M. F. Stark
Superintendent of Schools
Hiawatha, Kansas

Bear Mr. Starkt

Thanks for your letter of April 10. I as
sure that every member of our Committee is
happy in the enactment of the new State-wide
Teacher Retirement lew. I trust that it
represents the beginning of a program that
will mean much to the profession in Kansas.
I am well aware of the splendid work you

and Mr, Phinney have been doing through the
years on the program.

I should be very glad to see Mr. Phinney
named as the executive or a member of the
Board ss you suggested. Surely no one in
Kansas 1is better acquainted with the rosi-
er: 1 teacher retirement program than he,
end his appointment would, add confidence
to the new system for the State,

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely

Rees B» Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
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NEODESHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OLENN A. DELAY, SUPERINTENDENT

NEODESHA, KANSAS

April 10, 1941

Supt. R, H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas,

Dear Rees:

I believe this letter will catch you now at your Parsons
address. The purpose of this brief epistle is to express
in some small way my appreciation of the very fine work
which you have done in the past weeks and months in pro-
moting our legislative program.

I know that you are disappointed in that the programViis-
not more completely or more fully realized in the legis-
lative session. That is perfectly understandable but

I am sure that as the years go by the achievements in
the last three months will be recognized as epoch mak-
ing. I realize the truth of what you have said that

if it hadn't been for the power of the administration
placed fully behind the program we wouldn't even have
got started. 1 realize, also, that if it hadn't been
for your work the start would never have arrived.

If the teachers of Kansas knew the whole situation they
will extend credit and gratitude where it is due. So

please accept this little posy as a sincere expression
of appreciation.

Cordially,

GAD:PJ
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April 15, 1941

Mr. Glenn Archer
e/o of the Governor’s Office
Topeka, Kansas

Lear Mr.Archer:

Thanks for your good letter. The
teachers of Kansas, if they only knew all,
should feel forever grateful and greatly
obligated to the Governor and all of the
rest of jou who compos®© the Administrative
Staff for all of your efforts in their
(our) behalf. I appreciated wvary much
my opportunity to work with you ell.

I hope you will continue in M po-
sition which will enable you to direct
the activities relative to schools in

the coming legislative sessions. I want
to talk over some plans with you in the
near future, Perhe os, we may have the

opportunity when we ere having that "steak
dinner".

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools

K H:ml
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April 16, 1941

Mr. Glenn Delay
Superintendent of Schools
Neodeshe, Kansas

Pear Glenn:

Thanks for your letter of April.
I appreciate your hind expression "neatly,
and it is my only regret that re vrere not
successful in securing passage of the
1: uelization Bill os ws hoped untilethe
last hours of the Session.

I have e note from. Hoy Hog! and sug-
gesting that I pick you up for the trip
to Wichita on Friday, of this week. If
agreeable with vyou, I shall clan to stop
for you between 7:00 end 7:30 Friday
Bornin-~.

Sincerely

Seea H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
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9L  WMSSAS STATE
TEAEH1IKS ASSOCIATION

F. L pINeT 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE SEC

C.O.WRIGHT TOPEKA, KANSAS

ASST. SECRETARY

April 16, 1941

Supt. Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas

My dear Mr. Hughesr

Enclosed find a group of editorials which
I have written for the May issue of the KANSAS TEACHER
Please give me your judgment on these editorials, for
this is my last issue of the KANSAS TEACHER I want it @

be as free from blame as possible.

Sincerely yours,

FLP:O0
Enel.
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"THIRTY"

After an expanse of & quarter of a century, the senior editor of the
Kansas Teacher -writes, as did newspaper men of the elder days, the word
"Thirty." In these twenty-five years the senior editor has endeavored
to express the sentiments of the school people of Kansas with such command
of the English language as he has possessed. Whether he has succeeded ofc
not, it is for someone else to say. Looking back oiter the twenty-five years,
he knows that he has made many, many mistakes. Occasionally he has been
right. Many times he has been wrong. At times he has called a spade a
spade when it should have been called a garden utensil. During this period
he has been rich in friends. During this eriod he has been fortunate in
aceummulating choice enemies to have reminded him from time to time that
every human being is, after all, only an unfeathered biped. Ho hopes
that there has been more good than evil in what he has done and he now
lays down the pen and the sword with an unmeasurable sense of relief, with
the faith and the hope that the institution he has served for a quarter

of a century may prosper and go on to bigger and better things.—F.L.P.
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"Jedge” Phianey

In summing up values in rids final issue of the Kansas Teacher for
which tii® senior editor is responsible, it would not be fitting to strife®
the final note without son® sort of a gesture attesting to the love and
esteem due Supt. K. ¥. Phinney of Lamed. Ho other school man is Kansas
has doie as much for the teacher retirement idea as has Roy Phiemay. Ho
other school man la Kansas has devoted so many hours, days, and weeks in
the planning of a workable design for teacher retirement. Few men hsv®
bean as demoted to the welfare of the Kansas State Teachers Association
as has been Roy Fhinney* Few school man have encompassed such wisdom,
such probity of judgment, such patience, such constancy in the cause of
teacher welfare as has Ro; Phi.ney. If there were more men like Roy
Fhinnay -there would be no cause for concern as to the ultimate triumph
of democracy in America, That is why the senior editor of this journal
has had the temerity to call him "Jedge*, remembering as he does with

affectionate regard the eternal verities of Irving Cobb's MJudge Priest." —F*L.P,
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A LOYAL ALLY

Whatever rejoicing there may be with the passage of the teacher retirement

bill, it should not be forgotten that had it not been for the friendship of
Governor Payne Ratner, the teacher retirement bill could not possibly have
passed. For many years the writer of this editorial has pointed out to the
members of the Kansas State Teachers Association that never have they had

& friend as loyal and strong as Governor Payne Ratner, There have been
governors in the past who have spoken fair words to the school people and
then when the crisis came were busy looking out the window at the landscape.
This has never been U&Ot Payner Ratner. lhatever his faults may be, he
has given steadfast and unreluctant loyalty to the cause of better schools
in Kansas. Let every teacher remember this. In the recant session of the
legislature every force, every power, every Influence that Governor Ratner
could marshall, were thrown into the balance to help the school program.
There is something about this man Ratner that reminds one of the old dictum
that existed in the medieval days among the nobility, noblisss oblige.

As senator and as governor, Payne Ratner has never failed the teachers of
Kansas. Let this fact be written on the hearts of the teachers of Kansas

with undying remembrance. -- F.L.P.
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OTTAWA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

OTTAWA, KANSAS
April 18, 1941

Mr. Rees Hughes
Superintendent of Schools
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I want to let you know that while results seem
small I deeply appreciate the work of you and your Committee.
I think I know pretty well what you have been through. 1
hardly know what more you could have done in the way of
organization than was done.

I suppose you, like all the rest to whom I have
talked, are disappointed in the Retirement Bill as it went
through. 1 think that while some of us understand that
progress has been made many do not, and there is a great
deal of bitterness over the matter, especially among older
teachers. This attitude is not expressed so much toward the
Governor as toward the Legislature and especially toward the
Republican party. Surely the Democrats have a chance to do
something two years from now unless the present temper
changes.

I think everyone realizes that the Committee
worked hard and kept everyone informed as to what was going
on. My teachers were very active in their efforts to assist.

With personal best wishes, I am

GBM/s
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April 19, 1941

Mr.- George H. Marshall
Superintendsnt of Schools
Ottawa, Kansas

Deer George;

Thenvs for your letter received this morning. I
think your analysis of the results of the work
of the Legislative Committee is fairly accurate,
and you are well av?are of the problems and dif-
ficulties that arose. 1 think every member of
the Legislative Committee did about all that

the Association may expect from him. It surely
was a privilege to be Chairman of such a loyal
group. The Governor and his Administrative
group gave us their full support end the Retire-
ment Bill could not have been enacted without
it.

Row it seems to me that Overy school adminis-
trator in the State who is any way interested
in school legislation should analyse the re-
corded vote of the members of the Legislature
on the wvarious school issues. There in will
be found a very accurate factor indicating why
desirable school legislation is difficult to
secure. If the member of the Senate or House
goes to the Legislature without bain* informed
by the local school representatives, there is
little reasons for them to expect him to wvote
favorable when he gets to the Legislature. of
course, you know how time that is.

Thanks again for your letter, and I am fully
convinced after working in the program thia-
year, that the school Equalization Law is easily
vxithin their grasp when the school people them-
selves will work on it.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools

RHH:ml
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copies to:

lari G. Moore,, Wichita-
Representative
Albert H. Cole, Holton
Senator
Asa F.Converse, We llsvilie
April 21, 1941 Representative

Mr. Albert Cole
State Senator
Holton, Kansas

Dear Senator Cole:

I suoo ct that by this tins you art beginning to get
caught co vith some of the home duties after being
away so Iona, tnc c¢s yon view your work in the, Legis-
lature in retron >eet, I hooe that you will realize how-
much v school 500 -1- o:;p3*ecieir-, your loyalty end ac-
tive support of the school tills.

Our three major propos? | loti repent, High School
Iflnsmcinv, end. m mono ado; unto State 1apartment of
Macation are all wvital to the wolfare of 'Tansee
Schools. Ahlie wo are Alsopoo inted in the.failure
of the Legislature to enact t'.to three into suitable
laws, ve e.Iso realize that the enactivnt ov tie Re-
tirement lav provided a -+deftaits stop forward. We
too roalire that that -as aasoml ished only because
of the no'n'n yon seer - fee other loadera dir in its
behalf, end I am sure that tea.cheers of Kansas will
express, increasingly as the your? :0 on, their ap-
preciation to you.

I want also to express rry parsoral aoprocii tion for
the consideration you yere to no non the other mem-
bers of the Legislative Committee* of the fas chore
Association. It was a privilege.to ret better ee-
uainted with you, and wo arc confident that the

work in the Kansas Legislatures will be veil di-
rected as long as men of your type - ill continue in
the membership.

Sincerely

Eees H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools

RHH:al
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April 21, 1941

Kr. George A.' Swift
Superintendent of Schools
Holton, Kansas

Dear George:

Thanks for your good letter of
the loth, and I appreciate the expres-
sion from you and your teachers. Khile
we were quite disappointed when the High
School Equalisation Bill finally passed
out, we do believe that the enactment
of the Retirement Lew will prove bene-
ficial to schools end teachers in Kansas.

It has been a privilege to he a
member of the Legislative Committee,and
the opportunity it has given to pet bet-
ter acquainted with school men like your-
self thru out the State, has been an ex-
perience I shall Ion-- remember and cherish.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent

RHH:ml
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HARPER CITY SCHOOLS

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

HARPER, KANSAS

ERICT. TEBOW, April 22’ 1 941

Superintendent of Schools

Superintendent Rees H. Hughes
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Mr. Hughess

I should like to express my appreciation and that
of the Harper teachers for your fine work on the Legis-
lative Committee of the Kansas State Teachers Associa-

tion during the legislative session just closed and the
preparation for action during the session®*

Your committee was largely responsible for the
success. Not all achievement can be measured by the
enactments at this particular session.

With kindest appreciation, I am

Most cordially,

Erie T. Tebow,
Superintendenfc
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/pril 28, 1941

Mr. Eric T.Tebow
Superintendent of Schools
Harper, Kansas

Dear Eric:

Thanks for your good letter of
April 22. The Legislative Committee took
its assignment seriously, and I shall al-
ways feel that the opportunity to work with
the other members was an exceptional per-
sonal privilege.

he were disappointed in the fail-
ure of the Equalization Bill, but I trust
that the state-wide Retirement Law will
prove beneficial to teachers as well es
the schools.

We certainly appreciated your at-
titude and splendid support for the pro-
gram.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes
Superintendent of Schools

RITH: ml
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L.adies and tlemen:

N

I appreciate the privilege given me te answer Dean
Piersen's report. It is a commendable and timely study by oene
whese poesitien of leadership, in his field of university educa-
tion, is well-known. Thét his ewn positien and viewpoeint should
"be reflected in his reg@rt is natural. He does not,’haﬁever,
convey the thought of leaders in the field eof teachef—educatien.,
Before adepting his recemmendations, relative to graduate w@ik
for teacher-education in Kansas, we sincerely hope the Beard Will
- eonsult lgaders équally prominent in that field, as is Dean :
Piersen in university-education. His proposals, if adepted,
would, without doubt, strengthen the University but weuld alse
greatly weaken the State Teachers Celleges in their functien
as teacher-training institutiens. '

I sheuld like te direct my comments, very largely,
to the portion of the report beginning on page 39 and, rather
than appear to present detailed arguments in answer te Dean
Pierson's statements, point eut to the Board seme of the present
trends in the @rganizati@ns for teacher-training. I am quite
sure that the e@ntinu&dvhigh standing'and leadership ef Kaﬁsas
State Teachers Colleges, among teacher-training institﬁti@ﬁs,
depends upon our ability teo extend and build our pr@gram on the

basis indica;ed by those trends.

ﬂEVﬁLO?E NT OF TEACHER-TRAINING COLLEGES--. 7
Very early in the hist@ry of the publiec SGh@SlSV@f

this nation, there was recognized a need for trained teachers.




More than ene hundred years age the first institution, definitely
designated for teacher-training, made its appearance. It was a
nornmal séhocl with a two-year dourse of training. This was
follewed by a three-year and iater, a fbur-year,ceurse with
suitable diplemas designating the completion of various levels

in the training. ZIZventually these nermal schoels grew inte
teachers colleges, with authority te confer apprepriate degrees.
During these same years the rapidly increasing school attendance,
. the expansien of the curriculum, and the enlarging program in the
public schoels were reflected in the demands feor better trained_
teachers. The rapid rise an@ expansion in collegiate institu-
tiens for the specific purpese of preparing teachers was the

natural outcome.

MASTER'S DEGREE REQUIREMENTS--

' Within the past twenty-five years it has become in-
creasingly necessary, for those eligible feor empleyment in the
best public scheol positiens, to have a fifth year of college-
preparatory training and the equivalent of a master's degfes.
As you know, in Kansas, the State Beard of Educatien fequires
.all scheol administrators te hold a master's degree, and a
masteﬁ's'degree is a necessary prerequisite for teachers whe
wish to be considered for many of the better teaching pesitioens
within our state. This practice in Kansas is typical ef fhe
trend throughout the natigﬁ. This fact has resulted in a very
definite trend, in the better teacher-training instituti@ngf-
toward the inclusion of courses leading to a master's degree.

WENTY-EIGHT TEACHER-TRAINING INSTITUTIONS HAVE EDDED THE

MASTER'S DEGREE OFFERING SINCE 1920; TWENTY:ONE OF THEM IN THE



PAST TEN YEARS, AND TEN SINCE 1935.

This paragraph, taken frem the 1942 Chicage Teachers
College report, is typical of the trend where better-trained
teachers are required. "Graduate courses have been offered
for many years but the graduate curricglu& leading to the

Naster's degree was not intreduced until 1938. This preogram

e

is designed to provide professienal training feor these who wish

to teach in Chicago scheols."

We are confident that if graduate study should be
discontinued now, and the present trends in teacher-educatien
continue, it would be only a few years until the actien would
be reversed and graduate study would again become a part of the

Teachers College offering in Kansas.

THE TEACHERS COLLEGE AS A PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL--

I think ne one will questien the fact that the
teachers college is generally recognized as the preofessienal
teacﬁer—training institution. As such, it sheuld be erganized
so as to prepare teachers for their best prefessional responsi-
bilities. This, today, requires a master's degree.

Dean Pierson's plan would have teachers attend a
teachers college for four years and then transfer ﬁ@ another
institutien, not primarily teacher-training, for the_fifth,year;
It would seem just as plausible to suggest that one stuéying in
a medical school transfer te anether institution, net primarily
a medical school, fer his last year of study of medicine, or that

a law student be compelled to transfer out of his law scheol to

complete the last year of his course. Leaders in the prefession



believe there is professional influence, and atmoesphere and
asseciation to be had in the teachers college that is just as
conducive te successful teacher-training as there is a desir-
able professional atm@gphere in the scheol of meéiciﬁe; law,

or engineering.

ORGANIZATION FOR PRE-PROFESSIONAL TRAINING--

I wish, alse, te call attentien te aﬁotﬁer definite
trend in the organization of professienal training schoels.
Medicine, and law, and engineering, require a preliminary perioed
of seme two to four years of general and pre-professional college
work befere entrance to the strietly professional scheél.

There is a similar trend in the organization for the professional
educatien of teachers. It prevides for two years of general or
pre-professional coellege education, fellewed by three years of
professional training. In this plan, it is pessible te

arrange a clesely related, unified pregram ef preparatien and
training, culminating in the fifth year with the granting of

the master's degree. In this Way there is previded a three-
year continuity ef prefessienal study, based upon two years

ef liberal @ﬁucaiisn. It is a more thoreugh, and complete plan
for educatien fer teaching than is the plan thatradds a fifth
year te a Tour-year cellege course , irrespeetiVe of where taken.

The current cataleg of George Peabody Cellege for
Teachers says of the three-year continuity of professioenal
study: |

"This applies te all these who desire
to secure superior preparatien fer edu-
cational service and leadership. The



"sele purpese is to integrate, relate,
~and co-ordinate the preparation of

teachers inte ene large unit. This is

in marked contrast to the existing situ-~

ation in which teacher-training is offered

in fragmentary segments."

PITTSBURG SURROUNDED BY JUNIOR COLLEGES--

The coemparatively recent expansion of many of the
public-school organizations, surrounding the Teachers Cgllege
in Pittsburg, seems particularly to make the trend towagrd
this plan of organization worthy of your consideration. ¥e
are surrounded by ten large public junior celleges, which are
offering twe years of general college education to students
within the areas in which they are lecated. Their graduates,
in increasing numbers, are coming to the Pittsburg Teachers
College for their senier coellege work, including graduate
courses. If Dean Pierson's recommendation, relative to the
centralizatien of all graduate work in the University, should
be adopted, then it would be logical for us to believe that a
large majority of these Jjunior college graduates would not
consider continuing any of their work here in the Pittsburg
Teachers College, even though they reside in this area. It
would not seems advisable for them, in planning their professional
" course, to transfer ffem the Junior Coellege to angther cellege
where they could mmXy remain for only two mare,yéars, and then
be required to go to another institution fer the third year of
their professional training. On the contrary, we believe the
developing pattern of education in Kansas, including junier

colleges, indicates very clearly that the teachers colleges



shoeuld set up a strong three-year unified curriculum of pre-

f’r*ﬁ \
fessienal training for these junier cellege graduates whe wisﬁéﬁ#wﬁ }}jn
PYAMIEY. &t
teo teach. : , L 4 i}\@}
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MASTER'S DEGREE IN EDUCATION A TEACHING DEGREE-- @vﬁj

It should, also, be noted--and this represents
a very important trend--the master's degree in educatioen is
a ﬁéa@hing degree. Its purpose is to improve instructien, and
expand the ability eof the teacher teo internret to studéﬁfs}
It is a prefessional d egree and can best be earned in the
atmesphere of a teacher-tralnlng 1nstitut1@nk In the large
university, the master's degree is generally recognized as
a research degree and is basic in courses leading te ether
advanced degrees. This type of degree may have little‘vglue
in the actual improvement eof teaching in the publie sch@als,
and the records show that few teachers use it as a stepping
stene te other degrees. Teachers should be encouraged te
secure the master's dégree for the purpose of improving in
teaching. This is a function of the Teachers College. Ihe
Teachers Colleges are not aspiring to be Universities. There
is ne evidence of a trend in that directien. Thelr faculties,
laberateries and library facilities are adequatelg equbpped
to d@ good work on the graduvate level f@r,&WMastar s degree

in teacher-training. That is their objective.

TEACHING DEGREE IN KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES--

Mere than ten years ago the Board of Regents in

Kansas authorized the Teachers Colleges to offer graduate work

L IR Y e ¥



leading to the master's degree in llmlted teacher-training

‘flelds, and it is reparted that already more than 2 th@usand

of those degrees have been earned. Six hundred elghty-flve

of them have been conferred in the Kansas State Teachers Cel-

lege in Pittsburg, and it is interesting and significant te

report that more than 500 of those, who ﬁave earned them, are

now engaged 1in sohool work--"71 are school superintendents,

74 are schoel principals, 67 are college teachers, and nearly

300 are teachers in the secondary and elementary fields. OSurely-

these figures indicate that the master's degrees earned nere do

lead te teaching and, moreover, the typé of teaching and school-

administrative pesitiens our graduates held is evidencevthat

they have been well trained. The master's degree, earned in

Kansas State Teachers Colleges, is a good teaching degree. f
If ever therevis any indication that the guality.

of the degree is inferior then we, tee, shall be ready to

join with Dean Pierson in recemmending its discentinuance.

THE PITTSBURG DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL & VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

We are of the opinion that Dean Pierson everloeked
entirely the Depértment of Industrial and Vecational Education
here in the State Teachers Cellege at Pittsburg. This depart-
mént represents one of the major functions of the College as
now constituted, and the specific fuﬁcti@n,whioh eriginally
brought this College into existence.

Also, under the provisions of the law, passed in
1917, the Kansas State Teachers College in Pittsburg has beén

officially designated by the State Boeard feor Vecational Lducation



as the "institution fer the training ef teachers of trade and
industrial education in Kansas." Graduates of our Industrial
Department are found teaching in practically every staté in the
union, and we consider as evidence of the_efficienéy and gquality,
of both ﬁhe graduate and undergraduate program in our industrial
educatien, that after nearly forty years of growth and experience
the calls for graduétes come frem an ever-widening territ@ry;

The high quélity of the graduate.pr@gram,’in this
department, is indicated somewhat by the fact that during the
past three or four years, seven of our master's degree gfaduates
in Industrial Education have been appeinted to respensiblé posi-
tiens in the follewing cellleges and universities: ;

The Texas ~tate A. & M. College

Texas Technelegicecal College

California State Cellege, Santa Barbara

State Teachers College, Charlesten, Illinois

State Teachers Coellege, Commerce, Texas

State Teachers Cellege, Clarksville, Tennessee

State Teachers College, Cellinsboro, Texas

Dean Piersen's recommendation, if carried out, tev
- transfer graduate work in Industrial Educatien from.Pittsburg'
to another institution assumes a staggering burden of e xpense
because for 43 years there have been gradual additiens in equip-
ment and facilities for donducting that department here. Neo |
othef“éiate institutien possesses either the undergraduate pro-
gram in»this field, that is eésential to more advanced work, eor
the necessary facilities for tﬁe graduate progran.

While it might be pessible te duplicate in aneother
institution, at considerable expense, the equipment and personnel

in Industrial Education, it weuld require years of effort to dup-

licate the prestige new enjoyed by the Kansas State Teachers Col-

lege in Pittsburg which has been built up by 40 years of outstanding



success and achievement in this field.

' The Department of Industrial Bducation is one of the
leading departments in its field in the United States. On the
west, no other institution in this entire region approacheé it in
equipment, personnel, and prestige, except the California State
Teachers College at Santa Barbara. On the north, the nearést
comparable institutien is Stout Institute in Wiscensin; on the
east, the nearest comparable institutien is Bradley Polytechnic
Institutevin Illineis. There is no comparable institute in the

Soeuth, Southwest, or Southeast. To interfere with an institution

that has achieved such a unique status, and is serving a territory

soiextensive, by dividing and transferring certain of its essential
features elsewhére is indeed a major operatien in education dis-
mantling that should be undertaken only after most mature delibera-
tion. I regret that Dean Pierson overlooked the work of this
-department in the Teachers College in Pittsburg.

While this may appear to be rather a lengthy and
‘extensive statement relative to our offering in the Industrial
Arts Department, there are also a number of ether_departments
that have developed,threugh the years, a caliber of instructien
and t eacher-training that is equally notewerthy, even though they
have not gained the national recognition that has been acceorded
this particular department of Mechanical “Arts and Industrial
Hdueation.

The standing of the institutien, and the quality

of its work in both undergraduate and graduaté>divisi@ns is p

further indicated, By its being included in the
#2 Auwiruton. Garveiatiom
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and Universities, the American Association of Teachers Colleges,

and se=£§§£§,,ﬁ%3 CZV%JJXAALﬁAAu é&ﬂTvaprva C%%f&&gpathéﬂ\.

MASTER'S DEGREE REQUIREMENT FOR BETTER POSITIONS ==

As stated earlier, a regulation'@f the State Beoard
of Education provides that all school administrators in the
state must hold the méster's degrée. If Teachers é@lleges EEH~
rERxExxInxxeankxadninizskxakexs are not authorized to grant
that degree, then the Teachers Colleges cannot train school
administrators. This éurely does not seem logical. Also,
many of the better school systems.ih the state will employ
only teachers who have the eqpivalent of the master's degree
and,.in many others, will ali@w the higher salary level.
Without previsiens to give that degree, the Teachers Celleges
in the state could not expect attendance from those teaghers
to desire the bettef teaching positions. Teachers Colleges,
not permitted to give appropriate courses leading to the
mastér's‘degree, simply cannot fulfill all their functions

as Teacher-training celleges.

PRESENCE OF GRADUATE WORK STRENGTHENS UNDERGRADUATE OFFERINGS.
The fear that graduate work will detract from the
undergraduate work is unwarranted. We believe a study will show
that graduate work raises very materially the level of the under-
graduate offering. The undergraduates have the services of a
better trained faculty, and a more extensivé library of an
accumuiated literature in teacher-education. A majority of those

who do master's degree work in our teachers college are teachers
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directly from the scheelroom. The contributions they bring from
practical school experiences is a characteristic aspect of the
teacher-training institution and provides an aliveness to the
pf@blems of teacher-education that would net prevail if graduate
study were eliminated. This is net our opinion alene; it is
verified by the experiences of the other teachers celleges in
the American Association. The strongest teachers colleges,
these rendering the greatest service af.the undergraduate level,
and all those which within the past ten years have re-organized
their programs, are offering graduate work. ‘The weaker teachers
colleges, generally, are those which have been'unable to get
ready for graduate instructien.

CENTRALIZATION OF GRADUATE WORK LIKE HAVING ONE SUPER-HIGHWAY
ACBOSS STATE--

It would seem fair te suggest that centralizatioﬁ
of teacker education in one institution in Kansas might be
likened to the construction of one super-highway across the
state. It would provide some excellent service for those
citizens near enough to use it. It would be expensive and
strong, it might attract national notice, but at the same time,
in termé of the type of service thé people of the state needed,
would not be adequate or most efficient.

DISCONTINUANCE OF GRADUATE WORK WOULD BE A MOVE BACKWARD FOR
KANSAS TEACHERS COLLEGES--

We take pride in the fact that our own leaders in

Kansas early recbgnized that prevision for graduate erk was

necessary in the evolving program for teacher-education. The

number of graduates and the thousands of ethers, whe have pursued

11.



graduate study in Kansaé Teachers ﬁ@llegeé?,have established preof
for the corrsctness of their vision. During the twelve years |
graduate work has been offered, efficient organizations have been
developed. To discentinue graduate work new would break faith
with all of those who have taken graduate courses. It weuld
discount the value of their degrees. The graduates, the former
students, énd the friends of the teachers celleges would be
greatly disappoeinted if graduate study were discontinued. Such
action would be a distinct blow to the Teachers Colleges in Kansas
and certainly would remove them from the high standing théy now
hold among the teacher-training institutions of America.

I trust the Beard, before taking action to discontinue
graduate work in the Teachers Colleges, will review very fully the
prebaéle éffect such ,actien would have on the Teaehefs Coelleges

and give consideration, as well, toe the most suitable organizatien

for professional education of teachers in Kansas.

SUMMARIZATION = -

1. Thére are certain trends in the oerganizatien for professienal
training of teachers that are not shown in Dean Pierson's
repert. . |

2. The fundamental purpose for which Teachers Colleges have been
organized is to appropriately train teachers for public schools.

3. Increasing complexity of the program of the modern public
schools is making it necessary for administrative leaders
and teachers teo have extended preparation and this includes a
fifth year of college study.

L. In order to provide this growing demand, teacher-training

institutions, throughout the natien, are rapidly adding the
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fifth year with previsions to grant the master's degree.
There is a growing trend in all professions te center the
professional training in professional schools. It is true

in mediecine, law, engineering. Teacharé Colleges should

be the professional schools for educating teachers.

There is a growing tendency in the professional schools to
divide the work inte lower-division, two-to-four years of
general pre-professional college education, followed by the
stipulated years of strictlj professional trainkng. This
plan is also found in teacher-training institutiens that

are modernizing thelr organization. It provides two years

of general educatien, "lower-divisien,"™ fellewed by three
years of professional training, "upper-division," leading

to a master's degree in teacher education.

The increasing number of large public junior colleges in fhis
area makes this type of erganization particularly netewerthy
for the Teachers College in Pittsburg.

The Master's degree in Zducation is a teaching degfee--net é?
a research degree. The teacher-training institutions in -
Kansas, as I interpret them, have no desire to become
universities. On the other hand, they do have the desire

to continue to be complete teacher-training institutiens.
Kansas Teachers Colleges have granted more than 1000 master's
degrees, and a large.majerity are now rendering effective
professioenal service in publio school pesitions.

The Department of Industrial Educatioen in the Pittsburg

Teachers Cellége is net noted in the report.
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13.
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The llaster's degree is requirement for all school administra-
tors, and for teachers in better positions. It wéuld be
inconsistent if teachers colleges could not @fféf this cre-
dential.

Graduate work in a modern teacher-training institution

raises the level of the undefgradﬁate offering. The presence
of older teachers improves the quality of leadership and
experienced teachers improve the prefessional atmesphere.
Discontinuatioen of graduate work would greatly discount the
value of the graduate degrees that have been conferred and
would therefore be a buffet to those who have worked for
them in good faith.

Discontinuance of graduate study in the Teachers Colleges
would completely change the outlook for their present and

future provisioens for teacher-education.
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5. HAVE BECOME MORE INTELLIGENT AND
APPRECIATIVE OF FUNDAMENTAIL DIF-
FERENCES IN T?FES»OF GOVERNMENTS

NAZISM, ETC.-LHIGH SOUNDING TERMS, ETC.

- ORE TYPE GOV'T.--POLITICAL TYRANNY

‘ CONCENTRATION CAWMPS
NO HUMAN RIGHTS
THE STATE SUPREME

OTHER TYPEeee—oe-s LIBERTY--FREEDOM
HUMAN RIGHTS
INDIVIDUAL OFFPORTUN-

1Ty

PERSONAT, JUSTICE
FERSON SUPREME

HITLER YOUTH FLAG SALUTE--"IN
PRESENCE OF THIS FLAG WHICH REPRE=-
SENTS OUR  FUEERER, I SWEAR TO DEVOTE
MY’ ENERGIES AND ALL MY STRENGTH TOAQ@
- THE SAVIOR OF MY COUNTRY.", o)

AMERICAN YOUTH FLAG SALUTE--"I

T T R d e A

INDIVISIBLE WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE
TO ALL." ~

6. NEW WORLD VIEWPOINT

REALTIZATION FOR U. S. TO BE HAPPY,
PROSPEROUSB, PEACEFUL, ALL WORLD

- MUST BE.




4 YEARS AGO, U. S. TSOLATIONIST
NOW WE ASSUME PLACE IN FAMILY OF
NATTONS. | —

7+ NEW CONCEPTION OF GEOG., HIST., LAEG.

MODERN SCIENCE HAS RECONSTRUCTED
WORLD IN TERMS OF TIME & SFACE

RADIO IN LIBRARY--N. Y.--SAN FRAN.--
HONOLULU--LONDON--MOSCOW

gt

e

1.-}?
ORDER TO LOCK FORVARD

"MUST LOOK BACKWARD WITH WISDOM IN
INTELLIGENCE, " :

\%és;fl
8. RE-EVALUATE STRENGTH OF DEMOCRACY
' WEALTH
RESOURCES — _
INVENTION--MACHINE POWER
SOCIAL & RELIGIOUS EERITAGE
MANPOWER
- EMERSON--"IT ISN'T GOLD BUT ONLY MEN THAT
MAKE A NATION GREAT AND STRONG
MEN WHO FOR TRUTH & HONOR'S SAKE
STAND FAST & SUNFER LONG--
BRAVE MEN WHO WORK WHILE OTHERS SLEEP
WHO DARE WHILE OTHERS TRY--
THEY BUILD THE NATION'S PILLARS DEEP
AND LIFT THEM TO THE BEY." :
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CONFIDENCE IN SUCCESS IN WINNING WAR
IN

pe——

S Y0U WILL BE CALLED TO HAVE A VITAL PART

 WINNING WAR

L AL30--YOU AND YOUR KIND WILL WIN LASTING PEACE
CANNOT PREDICT FASY TIME AHEAD FOR YOU =

CAN ASSURE THAT YOU ARE GRADUATING AT A TIME
WHEN YOU ARE IMPORTANT AND DESPERATELY

WON 25 YEARS AGO
DTHAOR

NEEDED.
SHORTAGE OF ENGINEERS--DOCTORS--ECT.

H. S. GRADUATICN A STEP TOWARD QUALITYING

FOR THOSE JOBS

BECOME EXPERTS

LUIS JEAN AGGESSEZ--"ECHO VALLEY"

WASHTNGTON
LINCOLN
WESTINGHOUSE | |
A. G. BELL , ol
WRIGHT BROTHERS rolonnad & £
hoov P
REVOLUTIONIZER.

THINGS THEY THOUGHT AND DID
SOCIETY. ‘
THINGS YOU THINK AND DO WILL DETERMINE

YOUR POSITION
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W : ' -
I WILL GRADUATE FROM H. S.--TONIGHT YOU

‘ GRADUATE!!

. I WILL DEFEND MY COUNTRY
I WILL BECOME GREAT TECHNICIAN
T WILL BECOME GREAT DOCTOR

- ETG.

_ E. STANLEY JONES--VICTORIOUS LIVING
CARRY LIGHT OF H. S. GRADUATION TO LIGHT
PATHS OF IMPORTANT AND RIGHT LIVING

ADVENTURE--HAPPINESS==SUCCESS




