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Three men from Parsons, Kansas, led a campaign for school reform legislation in the legislative 
sessions of 1939 to 1941.   
 
Payne Ratner, from Parsons, was elected Governor of Kansas in 1938 and reelected in 1940 on a 
platform that included school reform.  Frank Pinet, a former Parsons School Superintendent, was by 
then the veteran Executive Director of the Kansas State Teachers Association.  Rees Hughes, who had 
been the Parsons School Superintendent since 1922, became chair of the KSTA’s Legislative Affairs 
Committee.  The three men worked together with others to promote an ambitious agenda, including 
state support of school districts with a view toward mitigating property-tax inequalities, state-
provided textbooks, a retirement plan for teachers, and non-partisan governing boards for K-12 
schools and the state colleges.  Their efforts contributed to the passage of the Kansas Teachers 
Retirement Act on April 9, 1941, the last day of that year’s legislative session. 
 
The documents in this collection were saved by Rees Hughes in folders labeled “Legislative” and 
“Governor.”  They have been assembled and organized by his grandchildren.  We offer them to the 
Kansas Historical Society to supplement its other records of the time. 
 
The collection consists largely of letters between Hughes, Pinet, and Governor Ratner, and between 
them and other Kansas educators.  The letters shed light on the characters of the three men and on 
the needs and customs of the time.  They reveal an early model for the mobilization of teachers and 
School Superintendents to influence state education policy.  They provide only an incomplete story of 
events, so any historian will need to rely on other public records for a full timeline. 
 
 
Walter Stromquist 
mail@walterstromquist.com 
April 11, 2025  
 
  



Dramatis Personae 
 
Rees Hopkins Hughes: 
 
 Born June 9, 1891 in Fort Scott, Kansas 
 Died November 10, 1973 in Topeka, Kansas 
 
 Attended Fort Scott schools; Grad. F.S.H.S. 1908; 
 Taught in one-room County school 1908-9;  
 Washburn University 1909-1913; graduated 1913; 
 Married Isabel Savage 1917; 3 children 
 Taught HS in Fort Scott, became HS principal and  
  deputy to School Superintendent H. D. Ramsey; 
 Moved with Ramsey to Parsons in 1921, to fill same role; 
 Parsons School Superintendent from April 18, 1922 till about June, 1941; 
 Chair of Legislative Committee of Kansas State Teachers Assn, 1941; 
 President of Kansas State Teachers College (now PSU) 1941-1957; 
 State Representative 1963-1973 (elected 1962) 
 
Payne Ratner: 
 
 b. Casey, IL, October 3, 1896 
 Navy, WWI 
 Law degree, Washington Univ. of Saint Louis, 1920 
 Married Cliffe Dodd 1920; 3 children 
 Began law practice in Parsons in 1920 
 County Attorney, 1923-27 
 Kansas State Senator, elected 1928; also 1937-39 
 Labette County Republican Chairman at least during 1932 
 Governor 1939-1943 (elected 1938 and 1940) 
 Retired from politics after term as governor 
 d. Wichita 1974. 
 
Frank Leopold Pinet 
 
 b  July 28, 1881, Onaga, Pottawatomie County KS 
 d  June 15, 1941, buried Onaga (or Aug. 11, 1941, according to an estate record) 
 Parsons Superintendent of Schools June 15, 1910 to Aug. 7, 1916 
 Moved then to Topeka to be exec. director of KSTA till his death. 
  



 
Kansas Governors 
 
 1929-1931  Clyde Reed (R) (Parsons, KS; Editor/Publisher of Parsons Sun  
  newspaper; Elected US Senator 1938, served till his death in 1949) 
 1931-1933  Harry Hines Woodring (D) (US Sec'y of War, 1936-) 
 1933-1937  Alf Landon (R) (Republican Presidential Nominee 1936) 
 1937-1939  Walter Huxman (D) 
 1939-1943  Payne Harry Ratner (R) 
 1943-1947  Andrew Schoeppel (R) (later US Senator) 
 1947-1950  Frank Carlson (R) (later US Senator) 
 
Parsons Superintendents of Schools: 
 
 15 jun 1910 - 7 aug 1916:  Frank L. Pinet 
 1916-1921: John F. Barnhill 
 ~ 26 aug 1921 - 13 apr 1922: H. D. Ramsey 
 18 apr 1922 - ~June, 1941: Rees H. Hughes 
 1941ff: Wallace Guttridge 
 
 Pinet started at KSTA for 2500/yr (1916) 
 Barnhill's ending salary: 3600/yr (1921) 
 Ramsey's starting salary: 4500/yr (1921) 
 
 (Barnhill was fired by a close vote of the Board. 
 Ramsey died 13 April 1922.) 
 
 Reported in 1916:  14,000 teachers in state 
 Pinet started at KSTA with intent to actively support legislation. 
 Pinet published a poem in the Parsons Daily Eclipse 14 apr 1916. 
 
Chief Officers of Pittsburg State University: 
 
 Russell S. Russ (1903–1911) (Principal) 
 George E. Myers (1911–1913) (Principal) 
 William A. Brandenburg (1913–1940) (President) 
 O. P. Dellinger (1940–1941) 
 Rees H. Hughes (1941–1957) 
 Leonard H. Axe (1957–1965) 
 George F. Budd (1965–1977) 
 James Appleberry (1977–1983) 
 Donald W. Wilson (1983–1995) 
 John R. Darling (1995–1999) 
 Tom W. Bryant (1999–2009) 
 Steven A. Scott (2009–2022) 
 Dan Shipp (2022–present) (Resigned 2025; search ongoing)



 
Kansas Governors - Elections: 
 
1915-1943 
 
    Arthur Capper (1915-1919) -- later U.S. Senator. 
    Henry Justin Allen (1919-1923) 
    Jonathan McMillan Davis (1923-1925) 
    Ben Sanford Paulen (1925-1929) -- Republican; signed Kindergarten bill.  (W. A. White was an 

independent candidate in 1934.) 
    Clyde Martin Reed (1929-1931) -- Parsons Sun editor, Republican, US Senate 1939-1949 -- died in 

Parsons Nov. 8, 1949. 
       1928 election: Reed 65.6%, Lettle 33.2%, Socialist Peterson 1.2%. 
    Harry Hines Woodring (1931-1933) -- Banker in Elk City, then Neodesha. Democrat. (Dr. John R. 

Brinkley was an independent candidate in 1930.) 
       1930 election:  Woodring 35.0%, Haucke (Republican) 34.9%, Brinkley (colorful radio man; write-

in) 29.5% (with controversial count) 
    Alfred Mossman Landon (1933-1937) -- Oil man, Bull Moose Republican, Presidential candidate 

1936. Died age 100. Dau. Nancy was Senator. 
       1932 election: Landon 34.8%, Woodring 34.1%, Brinkley 30.6%. 
       1934 election: Landon 80-20 over Brinkley in Republican Primary, then 53.51%-45.63$ over 

Democrat Omar Ketchum. 
    Walter August Huxman (1937-1939) -- Reno Co. school teacher, Democrat, later U.S. Circuit Judge. 
       1936 election: Huxman 51.09%, Republican Will G. West 48.52%. 
    Payne Ratner (1939-1943) -- Came to Parsons in 1920.  Republican. 
       1938 election: Republican primary, Ratner 41-28-21-10 over McGugin, Thompson, Newcomer. 

Ratner 52.10, Huxman 45.13% in general. 
       1940 election: Ratner 49.63%, Democrat William H Burke 49.58% (430 vote margin), Prohibition 

0.61%, Socialist 0.19%. 
 
1943-1979 
 
    Andrew Frank Schoeppel (1943-1947) -- Republican, elected Senator in 1948. 
       1942 election: In Republican primary, Schoeppel 37.04%, Carl E. Friend 32.28%, Clyde Reed 

25.27%, Skovgard 5.41%.  General: Schoeppel 56.68%, Democrat William H. Burke 41.75%.  
    Frank Carlson (1947-1950) -- Republican, son of Swedish immigrants.  State Rep. and US. Rep.; then 

Governor; then U.S. Senator. 
    Edward Ferdinand Arn (1951-1955) 
    Fred Hall (1955-1957) 
    George Docking (1957-1961) 
    John Anderson, Jr (1961-1965) 
    William Henry Avery (1965-1967) 
    Robert Blackwell Docking (1967-1975) 
    Robert Frederick Bennett (1975-1979) 



HUGHES COLLECTION 1932-1943
(pdf documents can get edited, so beware of these page numbers)

     pages in full 
     merged file

pages from - to from to

RHH-1932-001 2 7 - 8 KSTA "Barrage and Counter-Barrage," KSTA print of Governor Woodring's attack on FLP, and FLP's counterattack during 1932 campaign
RHH-1932-002 4 9 - 12 "Pinet Froming An Alliance With Brinkley?" article attacking FLP for his opposition to Governor Woodring's reelection
RHH-1932-003 3 13 - 15 letter FLP RHH FLP to RHH:  FLP was humiliated by the turn of events in Parsons.
RHH-1932-004 1 16 - 16 letter FLP RHH FLP conveys to RHH the letter FLP sent to PR
RHH-1932-005 3 17 - 19 letter FLP PR FLP tells PR (then Chairman, Republican County Central Committee) of his humilation from situation in Parsons
RHH-1932-006 3 20 - 22 letter FLP RHH FLP gives his reasons for opposing the tax limitation amendment
RHH-1932-007 3 23 - 25 letter PR FLP PR effectively appologizes to FLP and seeks to restore good relationship
RHH-1932-008 3 26 - 28 letter PR FLP PR effectively appologizes to FLP and seeks to restore good relationship (carbon copy, not letterhead)
RHH-1932-009 2 29 - 30 letter FLP PR FLP softens or withdraws his complaint, pledges good relations with PR and RHH
RHH-1932-010 1 31 - 31 letter RHH FLP RHH to FLP: We're still friends; that matter is in past.  Thanks for holding convention in Parsons.
RHH-1932-011 3 32 - 34 clipping Parsons Sun, reporting Woodring's attacks on FLP, apread over 3 clippings from two newspaper pages
RHH-1932-012 1 35 - 35 clipping Parsons Sun reports that Pinet will speak 10/27 in exchange on tax limitation amendment
RHH-1932-013 1 36 - 36 clipping Parsons Sun: no, Stonecipher will speak in opposition to the amendment, not FLP.  RHH will preside.
RHH-1932-014 3 37 - 39 clipping Parsons Sun reports on the debate.  Two news pages, spread over three clippings.
RHH-1932-015 1 40 - 40 clipping Parsons Sun: Editorial cartoon complaining of tax burden on property, as opposed to "coupon clippers"

RHH-1935-021 5 41 - 45 speech RHH Speech prepared to give to Rotary, probably, on international affairs, pre-war based on content.
RHH-1935-022 1 46 - 46 Duties of Rotary classification committee
RHH-1935-023 4 47 - 50 List of Rotary members and classifications (3 legal-size pages) (4pp in pdf)

RHH-1936-031 1 51 - 51 letter RHH Letter from EFO to RHH, just staying in touch, mentioning Rotary.
RHH-1936-032 1 52 - 52 letter RHH Thanks for letter of support, upon Woodring's appointment as Assistant Sec'y of War.

RHH-1938-041 1 53 - 53 letter RHH RHH asks Stark (Hiawatha, KS Supt. Sch.) about PR's work in legislature
RHH-1938-042 2 54 - 55 letter RHH RHH recommends PR as candidate for Governor (letter sent to several leaders)
RHH-1938-043 2 56 - 57 RHH Generic version of the letter to Liston
RHH-1938-044 3 58 - 60 letter RHH PR Some education legislative issues; letter emphasizing the juvenile delinquency situation, one-page list attached
RHH-1938-045 6 61 - 66 RHH notes on a legislative platform (on Hotel Jayhawk notepaper) (pages 2-6, and image of "back")
RHH-1938-046 1 67 - 67 letter RHH PR Agrees there should be a brochure for PR on education; volunteers to help write it
RHH-1938-047 1 68 - 68 letter RHH Shorter recommendation for PR.  (To Neodasha Supt. Sch.)
RHH-1938-048 3 69 - 71 letter RHH FLP RHH explains and effectively supports the Republican platform on education
RHH-1938-049 2 72 - 73 letter FLP RHH FLP:  Will help PR in every way personally; must stay neutral officially

RHH-1939-061 1 74 - 74 PR Governor Ratner on Education
RHH-1939-062 75 - 74 PR Governor's Message to the Legislature, 1939. (Not copied to electronic version. Find online: Topeka Daily Capital 12jan1939 p6.)
RHH-1039-063 1 75 - 75 letter RHH PL RHH reporting to PR from the legislation committee of the KSTA.  Copies to many others.
RHH-1939-064 1 76 - 76 letter PR RHH What did you find out from the schools convention?  Here's what Dean Russell said.  Thanks for your comments on Friday.
RHH-1939-065 2 77 - 78 letter FLP RHH Here's a proposed editorial for the KANSAS TEACHER.  ("That's right, you're wrong!")  (pencil on reverse)
RHH-1939-066 3 79 - 81 FLP "That's right, you're wrong!", a proposed editorial about PR's "remarks on the textbook situation."
RHH-1939-067 2 82 - 83 Part of clipping reporting a speech by Dr. Russell.  Clipped to 064 for no obvious reason.
RHH-1940-071 1 84 - 84 letter FLP RHH Here's a proposed editorial.  Urge Mr. Perkins (Pittsburg CofC) to buy ads in Kansas Teacher.  Edna Dean Baker or Clara Baker?
RHH-1940-072 1 85 - 85 FLP Proposed editorial: "Good Advice from a Good Friend" - about Governor Ratnor
RHH-1940-073 1 86 - 86 letter RHH FLP I am for the "editorial".  It is all true.  We meant to suggest Edna Dean Baker.  I will talk to Mr. Perkins.



RHH-1940-075 1 87 - 87 letter RHH To RHH from Wes Roberts, Sec/y to Governor:  Suggest attendees for meeting of school men on civic education program
RHH-1940-076 1 88 - 88 letter RHH WR is worried that too big a group would get out of hand.  Come see me and the Governaor in Topeka.
RHH-1940-077 2 89 - 90 letter RHH Conveying suggested list of attendees.  Attachment:  The list.
RHH-1940-078 4 91 - 94 letter FLP RHH Explaining FLP's position on the State School Board appointment (plus pencil note on back of p. 3).
RHH-1940-080 4 95 - 98 RHH FLP Draft reply to FLP's letter.  (His actual reply was handwritten, too.)
RHH-1940-081 3 99 - 101 letter FLP RHH Patching up differences, after FLP recommended a candidate other than RHH for the State School Board.
RHH-1940-082 2 102 - 103 letter FLP PR Patching up differences after PR appointed RHH to State Schooll Board, over FLP's candidates.  FLP is glad to support RHH.
RHH-1940-083 3 104 - 106 letter FLP RHH The Governor is calling a conference on the role of the schools in this national emergency.  Two-page list of invitees attached. 
RHH-1940-084 1 107 - 107 letter RHH FLP I shall plan to be there.  (It is to occur on August 29.)
RHH-1940-085 7 108 - 114 Report on the August 29, 1940 schools conference
RHH-1940-086 2 115 - 116 letter RHH RHH writes to Carl Igel (Minneapolis, KS Supt. Sch.) urging PR's reelection as Governor. (Must be one of many letters)
RHH-1940-087 2 117 - 118 "Educational Planks in the Party Platforms" by C. O. Wright, Dir. of Dpt. of Legislation, Public and Professional Relations, KSTA
RHH-1940-089 2 119 - 120 "A friend of Kansas Schools…Governor Payne Ratner Republican."
RHH-1940-090 1 121 - 121 letter RHH PR Tuesday morning (election day) - You have been a good governor, win or lose.
RHH-1940-091 1 122 - 122 letter FLP RHH Here is an editorial about Doctor Rarick's appointment.  Refers to "your governor."  BTW I have only 9 months to live.
RHH-1940-092 1 123 - 123 FLP Approves of Doctor Rarick's appointment.
RHH-1940-093 1 124 - 124 letter RHH FLP The editorial is a dandy.  I amd sure that MY GOVERNOR will appreciate it.

RHH-1941-101 4 125 - 128 booklet Governor's inauguaral address, 1941
RHH-1941-102 4 129 - 132 KSTA newsletter on inaugural address, with a not efrom C. O. Wright praising education proposals (3 pp + note)
RHH-1941-103 1 133 - 133 PR signed, undated note from Payne Ratnor on a proposed bill
RHH-1941-104 1 134 - 134 letter RHH Cogratulations on assignment to chair Education committee
RHH-1941-105 2 135 - 136 letter RHH From Dodge City School Supt., detailed comments on proposed legislation.
RHH-1941-106 1 137 - 137 letter RHH To Dodge City School Supt., describing mechanism for discussion of that legislation.
RHH-1941-107 1 138 - 138 letter FLP RHH Here are two proposed eidtorials.  Seems to prefer #2, as less personal.
RHH-1941-108 1 139 - 139 letter RHH FLP Like both editorials, prefer #1, maybe because  I read it first.
RHH-1941-109 1 140 - 140 letter RHH From Manhattan Supt. W. H. Sheffer, on legislative strategy, conveying comments from Mr. Converse
RHH-1941-110 2 141 - 142 letter Report of conversation with Mr. Converse on legislation
RHH-1941-111 1 143 - 143 letter RHH Congratulating RHH for leadership on Teacher's Retirement Bill.
RHH-1941-112 1 144 - 144 letter RHH Detailed reply to WES.  Regrets failure of Equalization Bill, for which they had high hopes.
RHH-1941-113 1 145 - 145 letter RHH Appreciates RHH work as chair of legislative committee of KSTA
RHH-1941-114 2 146 - 147 letter Stark Urges Phinney to become KSTA officer concerned with retirement program
RHH-1941-115 1 148 - 148 letter RHH Thanks Stark; approves of appointment of Mr. Phinney
RHH-1941-116 1 149 - 149 letter RHH Appreciates RHH work as chair; results are epoch making; credit to executive and to RHH.
RHH-1941-117 1 150 - 150 letter RHH Thanks for your letter; congratulations on role.
RHH-1941-118 1 151 - 151 letter RHH Thanks; proposes trip to Wichita.
RHH-1941-119 4 152 - 155 letter FLP RHH Proposed editorials: "Thirty", "Judge Phinney", "A Loyal Ally"
RHH-1941-120 1 156 - 156 letter GHM RHH From Ottawa Supt., Appreciates RHH role, but doesn't think much of retirement bill as passed
RHH-1941-121 1 157 - 157 letter RHH GHM To Ottawa Supt. GH Marshall.  Detailed reply.
RHH-1941-122 1 158 - 158 letter RHH Thanks Senator Gale for his support on the Retirement Bill.
RHH-1941-123 1 159 - 159 letter RHH Thanks for your letter of the 16th.  (To Holton Supt.)
RHH-1941-124 1 160 - 160 letter RHH From Harper City Supt., congratulations to RHH
RHH-1941-125 1 161 - 161 letter RHH Thanks for letter and support.
RHH-1941-126 2 162 - 163 RHH From Board of Regents member, congratulations on KSTC appointment, offer of support
RHH-1941-127 1 164 - 164 Collegio with headline: New President assumes duties

RHH-1942-141 14 165 - 178 RHH comments on proposal to Board of Regents on graduate programs
RHH-1943-142 11 179 - 189 RHH notes for 1943 graduation speech (mentions Tunisia victory); handwritten and typed notecards



greater part of thc last year for the enh:rncemeut of his owl political
arnbitions, in the hope that he might ride in to iurther political prefer
rncnt on the coat tails of Roosevelt, the Little.

"I charge Governor Woodring, through falsification of facts, through
appeal to prejudice, through innuendo and insinuation, with attempting to
create dissension in the ranks of the 20,000 teachers who are unselfishll'
rlevoting their lives to the edncation of a half million Kansas boys antl
qirls, but whose very livelihood he would sacrifice to further his orvu
I'r,liiie al rmbit ions.

Challenges Governor Woodring to a Discussion of the Tax Limitation
Amen d ment

"I would not be so unkind and so inconsiderate as to challenge Granrl
Duke Helvering to a discussion of the tax limitation amendlnent, lor I
rccognize that he is probably too busy'in the counting house, counting
out his money,' as did the king in the Mother Goose tale. I do, however,
clrallenge Goyernor Woodring to a debate with me, at any time or place
he may select, on the merits ancl clemerits of the tax limitation ar:rend-
trent. I am not a gifted public speaker, as is Governor Woodrlng. I
never have made a political speech in my life, but expect to make one
tonrorrow night in Pottawatomie County, where I began teaching a countrt'
school thirty-three years ago, at which time I expect to make clear my
position on the governorship. I never have urged any teacher to support
an1, particular candidate for governor, and I do not intend to do so in
the {uture. I do, however, want to hold the grand duke and the corporal
1o a consicleration of the main issue, which is the tax lirnitation amendlrent.

Governor Woodring,a M;sfit
"Governor Harry Woodring, while a charning antl gallant gentlenran

personally, is a rnisfit in the governor's office. He is a voyager from
Lilliput, thrust by blind Destiny into the. sea( of the mighty by ferver
than 300 votes. He is a dwarf, wrapped in the purple cloak of power, a
pygmy statesman with a tinsel scepter, who has utterly no understanding
of the problems of the state or the needs of the people. He is the Little
Lord Fauntleroy of Kansas Democracy, and not the Iineal descenclant of
such giants as Andrew Jackson and Grover Cleveland."-Kancas Citr- Star,
October 19, 19.32.
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GOVERNOR WOODRING'S SPEECH

MAKING CHARGES
Atchison, Kas., Oct. 18.-Governor Harry H. Woodring stopped in the

nridst of his taxation speech here tonight to make the direct charge that
Frank Pinet, Secretary of the State Teachers Association, had atternpted
anrl is attempting to throrv the school teachers of Kansas behincl J. R.
Brinkley's candidacy Ior governor.

Discussing the tax limitation amendment aud its effect on public
schools, the governor paused, drew a folded paper from an inside pockct
and waded into Mr. Pinet. That no mistake bq made in rvhat he said.
the governor reacl that part of his address.

fhe Mask Is off
"The mask is off," he-asserted. "Mr Pinet (whont he had identified as

secretary of the teachers'association) is atternpting to throw the associa-
tion into partisan lrclitics and elect John R. Brinkley as -qovernor oI
Kansas."

The governor expressed the belief that the teachers did not know of
the political play that was being nrade by their highly paid executive and
that he did believe that when they knerv the facts the-v would hesitate to
follow his lead,

"Pinet sent out a bulletin," the governor said, "announcins that special
arrangements hacl been made for Brinklev to speak oyer the radio eaclt
nisht, the cost of u,hich is to be paid by the Kansas State Teachers
Association.

"Think of it, the executive oI the association usinq the monel'paid in
by the school teachers, of I(ansas to deleat one candi{late lor governor
anrl to elect another.

Paying for Brinkley's Time
"The school teachers are payinq for Brinkley's time on the radio tonieht

and tomorrow night."
The gor.ernor explained that Pinet's opposition to him rvas because of

his advocacy of the tax limitation amendment to be voted upon Novenrber 3.

"The executives of the association," he continued, "are too blincled br.
their greed to recognize that unless the amendment do"r .rrry, our teacli
ers, the very teachers the executives represent, will suffer the samc exyte-
rience as did the teachers of Chicago who have not been paicl for three
years, Can the teachers visualize rvhat a taxpal,ers' strike in Kansas
rvould nean to them ? "

The governor charged that Pinet, and other officers of the association
responsible, have defied the taxpayers oI the state anel betral,ed a nra-
joritv of their own members.

Far Under Proposed Limit
"More than 94 per cent of all the school districts in Kansas," he said,

"and more than 98 per cent of the rural districts, are far under the limi-
tation proposed so far as the school levy is concerned. The limitation
amendruent would not afiect a single one of those districts and the adop-
tion of the amendment, by lowering state and county taxes, would enable
rural districts to have better schools if thev want them. The officials of
the association, controlled by highly paid executives, clernand their pounrl
of flesh from the city taxpayers and are willing to sacrifice the teachers
of srnall cities and rural districts."

The governor then explained that the tax limitation amendment, the
target of the association, will not affect or be affected by the vote for
qovernor, yet Pinet was seeking to align the teachers behind Brinkley
because of it.

"I make the charge emphatically," he said, "that the secretary of the
association is trying to defeat nre for re-election. He is aidine the cam-
paign for Brinkley."

Reads from Bulletin
The speaker then read from a bulletin dated October 15, 1932, over

the signature of Pinet, rvhich the governor said definitely tried to line up
the teachers behind Brinklqy. He read: ,'We have made special arrange-
ntents for D1. J. R. Brinklqy, which provides for Dr. Brinkley,s speaking
on the tax limitation amendment over KFBI at Abilene. Under ihis ar-
rangement, Dr. Brinkley is using fifteen minutes of time each evening
which is paid for by the state teachers' association.,,

-_Having read the bulletin, Governor Woodrinq said it effectivcly tore
off the nrask.

"When an organizatiotr buys radio time for a cancliclate for govcrnor
ncar the close of a campaign," he said, "that organization is openl)r
supporting that candidate. The mask is off. The alliance is open. The
iitlvocates of unlirnited public spendinq have gotten together in the open.
Tlrev will fighl to the last diteh to tlespoil the laxpayeis."

The governor then disclosed a list of nanes of seventeen men, one of
thenr Robert Stone, an attorney for Henry L. Doherty, all of thern pronri-
nent Kansans, who had been persuaded to speak on the same radio pro-
qram with Brinkley. He said he would not embarrass the other sixteen by
rcrding their names.

"These men probably did not know," the governor said, "that thev
were rnerely to play second fiddle to Brinklev and follow his lead, Now
that the iacts are knom, I cannot lrelieve that they will aid Brinkley's
campaign by joining this sinister alliance in its campaign against the tax-
l)nl:'ers of Kansas.

"I do not believe that they will give Brinkley the right to say 'Thesc
Iriencls of rnine have joined me in the campaign against limiting taxes.'

"I do not believe the teachers and the friends of Kansas schools lvill
follorv such leadership. I beljeve they will rise in righteous wrath and
clean up their own organization rvhich has betrayed then and is opposing
the best interests of rnore than 94 per cent of the school districts of
I:'ins-s."-Krnsas Citl' Tirres, October 19, 1932.

MR. PINET'S STATEMENT IN REPLY

"In all this wclter of political charges antl counter-charges, I arn alnazed
that Grand Duke Helvering and his leading corporal, Governor Woodring.
should give so uruch serious attention to a mere hired nran for the school
teachers. It is alnrost unbelier.able. There is something x,rong lvith their
psychology.

"Just rvhy they should go squirrel hunting when there are so many
bcars to kill is almost un-understandable, for, according to the viewpoint
of the grand duke and the corporal, teachers are mere public servants
u,ho do not pay their 5 per cent into the rvar chest of the Dernocratic
part1.. and, like children, 'should be seen and not heard.'

Denies Charge of Support to Dr. Brinkley
"When Governor Woodring made the charge last night that I was sup'

porting Dr- Brinkley and was trying to lead the school people of the state
to his support, he was guilty of the utterance of an untruth and a rnisrepre-
sentation of Iacts. No one knows this better than Harry Woodring, lead-
jng nrarionette in the puppet show which for the last two years has been
carried on under the capitol dome under the rnasterful leadership of that
:naster shorvman, Mr, Helr.ering.

"In the only conversation I ever had with Dr. Brinkley I told him bluntly
I was not for him and would not be for him. This conversation dealt
wholly rvith the iniquities of the tax limitation amendment. We did. put
Dr. Brinkley on our radio list, just as we have put nearly a score of out-
standing business men, school men, lawyers, jurists, school board menrbers
and others. AII the correspondence I have had with Dr. Brinkley has been
authorized by our legislative cornmittee and has dealt strictly $'ith the
tax limitation amendment. Dr. Brinkley and I, the teachers oI the state,
the school board members ol the state and the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tions of the state have one common ground, and that is opposition to the
tax limitation amendent. If this be treason, then let the grand duke ancl
the corporal make the most of it.

Charges Against Woodring

"I charge Governor Woodring with having deliberately taken on the
tax limitation idea with no other purpose than to obtain votes in a period
of,lepression.

"I charge Governor Woodring with deliberate misrepresentation of the
facts in connection with the real' effect of the tax limitation amend-
rnent on the rural taxpayer and with the devastating effect the passage
of this amendment would have upon three-fourths of the school systems
of the cities, the towns and the villages of Kansas.

"I charqe Governor Woodring with having used his high office the

,
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PAGE SIX THE KANSAS OBSERVER, TOPEKA, KANSAS, OCT.2I, 1932

Pirtet Forming en Alliance Wi{t
Secret ary of Kamsas Teachers' Association

Plunges'l[on-Partisan' 0rganization Into the
Kansas Political Arena --- '$eat Woodring!'

HighlpPaid Official Fears Job Worth
$23,000 Per Year Is Threatened By
Governor lVoodring's Proposal to Put
a Limit on All the Kansas Tax

vulnerable because of his money-
grabbing activities, and he was
apparently afr,aid that his ex-
tremely pr.ofitable connections,
through the financial revenues de-
rived from the teachers and asso-
ciated activies, would ,be endanger-
ed if personalities were brought
into the discussion.

Eliminate Personalities
Persons backing the amendment

agreed with Pinet, at that time,
that personalities had no place in
the tax lirqit amendment discus-
sion, and that it should rise or fall
on its merits.

Since then, however, in his ex-
by having'the
in some other shop, and
by some One othel than

His "Reading Circle"
Then, Pinet opJrates what is

as the "Kansas State Read-
ing Circle." ?hat's a book con-

Frank L. Pinet, of Topeka,
highly-paid executive secre-
tary of the Kansas Teachers
Associa,tion, is out to "get"
Governor Harry H. Wood-

- ring, because of Woodring's
sponsorship of the tax limita-

BULLETIN!
Just who is Mr. Pinet

for? He declared, one day
this week, that he was for
Landon. One ilay he is
for one man, the next
day for another-"Any-
body but Woodring."

tion amendment, and is re-
sorting to every known means,
even to the extent of spending
huge sums paid in for other
purposes by the Teachers As-
sociation members, in order
to fight Governor Woodring
personally.

The teaching profession is

his personally-cQlnducted house or-
gan, labeled "The Kansas Teach-
er." IIe gets the advertising pro-
fits, supposedly, from this maga-
zine. The su,bscription price is two
dollars per year, :

Printing Piofits
I magazine is printed in To-
by Jones & Birch, which is

owned, it is reported, either wholly
or in part, by Frank Pinet, or his
son. At any rate, no other Topeka
priting office can get a chance to
print this magazire, even though
lower bids have been made by other
Topeka shops. It can't be taken
away from Jones & Birch, Pinet's
shop, And there's bound to be
some profit from the printing an-
gle, so Pinet rnakes three profits,
apparently, on his magazine: the
subscriptions, the advertising, and
the printing contract. Some To-
peka printers have declared that
the teachers could save a lot of
money
printed

rrragazine

Calls Woodring Mean Names
Just how calling a state's chief that

executive mean names can be con-
strued as conducting a fight on
merits, is not known

Pinet declares Woodring is
Beau Brummel of
Master of Arts in
other fond and
which indicates
which Pinet holds his Governor.

It just a few months

:idmitted, in the
of his magazine,

w:rs being derived
source.

A Cut on Teacher's Jobs
And then there is the Kansas

Teacher Placement Bureau. A
teaeher wants a job. She signs up
with Frank Pinet. He puts her on
his list. The various school boards

Main Street, and
Babbitism," and

endearing names
the ttesteem" in

cern, and Pinet
September issue

get this list. Then. when the teach-
er gets a job, she pays Frank,
through his "Bureau," a nice fat
eommis.qion, some ..times-.a "rnonthlyPinet held

under Governor'Wbodring,political parties, and the as- member of the Kansas
position
being a

assessment on hlr salary, it is
said, for Frank hfving gotten her
Lhe job/ A nice business-for
Fran1d
j tlco *"ncement Printing
FTh"r,, there's the little matter,
too, of Frank gettfng a cut on cer-
tain printing that must be had by

sociation is a non-partisan or- State Fish and Game Commissiou.
In sition he served with ho-ganization, bu,t Pinet has, nev- nor , and performed his

ertheiess, thrown the associa- a real service.

tion into politics in an en- Scared About Eis Profits

deavor to obliterate the Gov- But, he foresaw a situation,
', that might endanger

ap-
his

ernor from the state's financial benefits from the
teachers of Kansas. He could notcal arena bi:cause his (
be a friend to

highly paid position be porter of the
a sup-
unless

jeopardized if the teachers his

'Woodring, and
administration,

a Republican, kept
out of politics. :

a lot of schools along about com-
mencement time::' the g'raduation
programs, commdncement folders,
cards, etc. There's money in that
sort of thing, whdl a priee can be
charged. -.{nd Frank can charge
that py{e rather authoritatively,
you lrfow.rise up in their wrath and de- And Ttlcnk Pinat wcntpd tn oat

erally that its sole conc
welfare of the schools

Ifelvering Makes Sta
Following Pinet's publ

posal to throw his teache
state politieal fight agr
ernor Woodring, personal
.announced policy of "Vot
one but 'Woodringr" as
his alliance with Landor
can, and Brinkley, Indet
statement was issued b
Helvering, chairman of '
eratic State Committee,
he declared that Pinet fr
ably in understanding tl
school tax situation.

"Pinet entirely oyer
fact," says the Helver
ment, "that the tax
amendment was submitl
tax payers only after me
men high in the educati,
ness and professional 

'Kansas had gone into
tax situation most thoror
the Governor, and, after r

investigation, decided tl
were to maintain schoolr
tinue to have adequate s'
the teachers in those sch
vision of the antiquated t
tem now in vogue in Kr
absolutely necessary, or
property confiseation wo
which rvould in turn br
wholesale closing of sc
elimination of teachers.

Strikes at Taxpa5

"The. most important p
ever, is that Mr. Pinet's p
public activities durir
weeks show his extren
ness. He, obviously, has r
whatever of the over-bur
payer, no eonsideration I
low teachers, but, oblivio
1ic good, with eyes firml
that $6,000.00 salary chec
tingent funds of vario'
Frank Pinet, through s
and selfishness alone,
strikes at the Kansas te
an attempt to demonsl
through virtue of his hig
the teaching profession
'whip' his subjects into
bring a gtoup of voters
huge bloc to defeat a-gor

i a proposed piece of cc

I tax legislation.
| "Thi. act definitely tr

I rvorthy organization int
I and is opposed to the int
I rrelfare of the taxpaye
I state who support and :

I sible the present school t
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O}I TtlEt|llfill

1n

be
has

his

to
go
of

house organ,
"a pasteboard

that
rs governor."
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politieal parties, and the as- said,
sociation is a non-partisan or- the

ganization, but Pinet has, nev- he served with ho-
nor and performed his

ertheiess, thrown the associa- a real service.

tion into politics in an en- Scared About Eis Profits too, of

deavor to obliterate the Gov- But, he foresaw a situation, tain
, that

ap-
his a lot of

ernor from the state's

on salary, tt rs
her

Printing
there's littIe matter,

a cut on cer-
must be had by

about com-
mencement time: gtaduation

folders,
in thatcal arena bi:cause his

highly paid position migh

mand Pinet's removal
his grafting job

'Was "For" Landon

Pinet row has definitely
formed an altriance with Brink-
ley,
ers

pill, hook,line and sinker, and
is attempting to get all his

teachers of Kansas, He could not plograms,
be a friend to a sup- cards, etc.

of the unless sort of
Repu,blican, kept his charged.

that
you

might endanger
benefits from the

his assoeiation
resigned. He

Woodring, and
administration,

into
wanted to get

politics. So he
his service to

money

jeopardized if the a
out of politics.

rise up in their wrath and de- Antl Frank Pinet

a price ean be

Inquiry
spring of the mem-

Associa-
and his ap- tion committee of Frank

he was mak-
! IIe went

It's been a
him ever
the teach-

personal af-
a poor man. He

time getting
up the building
on his house, or

wasn't, hehouses, ra
like the

dollars
to

and
with the teach-

ers association.
Newspaper Scores Pinet

profits out of the teachers. One
county seat neiwspaper declared
that the trouble with Pinet is that
he thinks he is the "educational
leader" of Kansas; that Pinet con-
fuses the real edueational leaders

the state, in favor of continuing of a State
quit

his financial progress,
parent exploitation of
teachers.

Pinet started out, a few
months agto, to fight Wood-

Pinet Gets $23,000 a Yearring. Two months ago he de- a high-powered, ag-
intelligent promotor,voted the major part of

editorial aetivities and has, in a few years, promoted him-
sonal work to boosting see,lf as seeretary of the Kansas
Landon candidacy Teachers' Association from a "job" was having a

however,
Brinkley,

he switchetl
evidently deciding

that Landon didn',t have a s&id,
chance to win. twenty or

Now "For" Brinkley has control, additional salary al-

the state's

with a salary of $2,500 a year to a
"position" in that same organiza-
tion with an "income" of $6,000,00
a year, to which is added, iu the
four departmeuts over which he

lowances, traveling expenses and
miscellaneous expenditures, total-
ing in all, more than $23,000.00-just to take eare of Mr. Pinet anil

e

and is tying
association

up his teach- his "staff." This is exclusive ofin the effort automobile expense and many
,,

or $23,000.0O is
tain Mr. Pinet

Governor Takes Pay Cut

Newspaper comment following
Pinet's move in throwing his teach-
ers association into politics, has
been very uncomplimentary to the
big boy who has been gouging huge

to elect Brinkley as Governor. "items.
Boosts Milford Fakir Suffice it to say that of the

Just a few the as
to be expended this year
sociation in the various

"Anyone but departments, more than one third,
Pinet, but now it seems set aside to main-
he has swallowed the Brinkley and his "staff."

teachers lined up to
,the Milford fakir for the
est executive position in $6,000 a year personal salary,

all the trimmings.
and

state.
Pinet Begs For Mercy Does Pinet Own the Teachers

Frank Kansas teachers pay
Frank

annual
declared
tax limit amendment over the state associationl "his" association,

apparently,
as he will.

Governor and all conscien-

the nice salary
lars a year, foi
ciation,

of the state with those who profit
from f,he

their
exploiting
activities,

of the teachers

sary material from the great pub-
Pinet, some months ago,
that the discussion on the membership into Pinet'sfees

it's
lishing houses, from
extracted from cities
the state conventions

the bonuses
entertaining

of the teach-
because he does with it ers, and other activities, ineludingof course, Frank gets

', six thousand dol-ttrunningt'the asso-

the advertising of the 2t/2 per cerft
a month loan concerns.

"The management of the Kansas

:bscriptions and Advertising
Teachers Association,'
the article, "will have

" con-State
a hard

addition to his salarg he has time convincing the people gen-

[ax legrslatron.
"This act definitely 1

worthy organization inl
and is opposed to the int
welfare of. the taxpaye
state who support and
sible the present school r

O[{E TEACHI

OII T}lE t|{All
BANCROFT RURAL

SCHOOL
P. Rl Netherland, Pr

Bancro:
Oct. 11

Mr. F. L. Finet, Secreta
Kansas State Teachers
Topeka, Kansas.'
Dear Sir:

After reading the edi
tion of the recent (Octo
of the "Kansas Teacher"
to me that those in char
administration of our g

cational organization, o:
the editor of its official o:
completely lost sight o:
pose, or have deliberatel
into partisan politics.

From ,one departmel
"Kansas Teacher" I quc
to be hoped that any dis
the proposed taxation
amendment among teache
carried on without pa
bias being introduced or
and yet, turning to th<
columns, I find an appe
teachers to support the I
ticket under the headir
Deadly Parallel" I quo,
unthinkable that any I
Kansas is unable to unde
English language to su,
tent that she does not
which side her bread is
by making a comparisor
party planks. If there I
time in which the teacl
disregard party lines r
affiliations it is now;"
another column: "a I
governor, plucked by tim
and chance from the litt
Neodesha, Harfy Woodr
Brummel of Main Street
ter of Arts in Babbitism

Education should be
from polities. This is cc
every thinking person inl

under Governor

Fish and Game
for Frank

A

can
rather'

that
out

should be conducted on a

was
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is the Kansas

at Bureau. A
b. She signs up
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us school boards
when the teach-
he pays Frank,
:avr" a nice fat
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rI salary, it is
rving gotten her
: business-for

nt Printing
:re litUe matter,
ing a cut on cer-
must be had by
Iong about com-

the graduation
ncement folders,
's money in that
rn a price ean be
rank ean charge

authoritatively,

amce Wi{t} Brinkl ey?
erally that its sole concern is the
welfare of the schools children."

Helvering Makes Statement
Following Pinet's published pro-

posal to throw his teachers into the
state political fight against Gov-
ernor Woodring, personally, and his
announced policy of "Vote for Any-
one but Woodring," as shown by
his alliance with Landon, Republi
can, and Brinkley, fndependent, a
state'ment was issued by Guy T.
Helvering, chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, in which
he deelared that Pinet fails miser-
ably in understanding the present
school tax situation.

"Pinet entirely overlooks the
fact," says the Helvering state-
ment, "lhat the tax limitation
amendment was submitted to the
tax payers only after men and wo-
men high in the educational, busi-
ness and professional clireles of
I(ansas had gone into the school
tax situation most thoroughly with
the Governor, and, after a complete
investigation, decided that if we
were to maintain schools and con-
tinue to have adequate salaries for
the teachers in those schools, a re-
vision of the antiquated taxing sys-
tem now in vogue in Kansas was
absolutely necessary, or eventual
property confiscation would result,
which ,"vould in turn bring abotrt
wholesale closing of sehools and
elimination of teaehers.

Strikes at Taxpayers
"The most important point, how-

ever, is that Mr. Pinet's ptivate and
public activities during recent
weeks show his extreme, selfish-
ness. He, obviously, has uo thought
whatever of the over-burdened tax-
payer, no consideration for his fel-
1o*, teachers, but, orblivious to pub-
lic good, with eyes firmly fixed ou
that $6,000.00 salary check and con-
tingent funds of various kinds,
Frank Pinet, through selfishness,
and selfishness alone, viciously
strikes at the Kansas taxPayer in
an attempt to demonstrate that
'through virtue of his higih offiee in
the teaching ptofession, he can
'whip' his subjects into line and
bring a gtoup of voters out in one
huge bloc to defeat a governor and
a proposed.-,piece of eonstiuctive
tax legislation.

"This aet definitely places this
worthy organization into polities,
and is opposetl to the interests and
rvelfare of the taxpayer:s of the
state who support and make Pos-
sible the present school system."

OI{E TEAO}IER I$

Ol{ TtlE ITIllPAT]l
-ortc Tnnrrirv R ANCROSIT RITRAI, IIIGH

much
cfnr.e anv cuts were made.

education. And now the "Kansas
Teacher," official organ of teach-
ers of Kausas, deliberately enters
into a fight to defeat Governor
Woodring, when the real issue, if
any, so far as teaehers are con-
cerned, is the Limitation Amend-
ment.

It is conceivable, that one could
be opposed to the Limitation
Amendment. No doubt there are
many good minds on both sides of
that issue-at least I know Demo-
crats and Reputblicans both for antl
against it. Perhaps more teachers
than any other class or profession
are interested in defeating the
measure. And I ean see no ob-
jqction to our rlr,agazine. fighting
tii defeat it if, after careful study
it is found that the measure would
be to the detriment of a very con-
siderable, percentage of the pro-
fession, or to the schools, or edu-
cation, or if it is wrong in prin-
ciple.

However, I cannot see how the
defeat of Woodring is going to
help the te,acher if the amendment
should be adopted anlrqray. It
seems to me that the editor is tak-
ing on just a little more than the
situation calls for.

Regardless of the politieal belief
or affiliations of your readers, I
should think that they would see
the injustice of your appeal, and
would resent your using the col-
umns of their magazine for Parti-
san purposes. For my part, I pro-
test.

Now as to whether this Limita-
tion Amendment does concern a
very considerable number of teach-
ers adversely, f can only cite You
to the bulletins or proPaganda
which our own organization (Kan'
sas State Teachers Ass'n.) puts out.

According to this, onlY a verY
small oercent of the rural dis-
tricts w'ould be affected by the timi-
tation. Their taxes are.below the
Iimitation now. Therefore, the
schools in these districts would not
be affeeted.

Many towns and cities would not
be disturbed. Theref,ore, the
teachers in these districts could
not be affected. It might even be
possible that they rrould be helped.

Alieady, in the third class cities,
and in rural di.stricts, salaries have
been reduced from ten to fifty Per
cent. and more. There will be
.nother beavy cut again next Year,
and maybe for several Years to
come.

It is ouite possible that the sal-
aries of'teacliers in our first and
second class cities will be reduced
some, even if the Amenilment is
not adopted.

These salarie,s have not droppetl
in the same ratio as have those in
rural districts-aud salaries were

in cities than in rural

ffi
ft'
..J

I

I



!u &u !ryva..*c
ernor Wbodring,
of the Kansas
me Commission,
servetl with ho-
I performed his

IIis Profits
a situation, ap-
ht endanger his
refits from the
r. Ile could not
lring, and a sup-
ristration, unless
bliean, kept his
politics.
t wanted to get
politics. So he

; his service to
r of continuing of
ess, and his ap-
r of the statets

1,000 a Year
gh-powered, ag-
ligent promotor,
, promoted him-
of the Kansas

on from a t'job"
i,500 a year to a
same organiza-
me" of $6,000.00
is addetl, in the
over which he

ional salary al-
; expenses and
lnditures, total-
ran $23,000.00-
f Mr. Pinet ancl
is exclusive of

se and many

ry that of the
pended this year
in the various
than one thirtl,

t aside to main-
I his "staff."
es Pay Cut
rd all conscien-
mts ,have long
tary cut in pay,
till receives his
rnal salary, and

their

the Teachers
s pay annual
bo Frank Pinet's
Lis" association,
he does w"ith it

rse, Frank gets
< thousand dol-
rning" the asso-

I Advertising
; salary, he has

mencement time: the graduation
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Starts Inquiry
some of the mem-
Teachers' Associa-

spring
a State

tion committee inquired of Frank
just how much money he was mak-
ing. And did he explode! He went
right up in the air. It's been a
vulnerable spot with him ever
since. He didn't want the teach-
ers inquiring into his personal af-
fairs. IIe was just a poor man. He
was having a hard time getting
along and keeping up the building
and loan payments on his house, or
houses, rather. Ile wasn't, he
said, making anything like the
twenty or thirty thousand dollars
per year that be was reported to
be goug'ing out of the,teachers, and
aetivities assoeiated with the teach-
ers association.

Newspaper Scores Pinet
Newspaper comment following

Pinet's move in throwing his teach-
ers assoeiation into politics, has
been very uncomplimentary to the
big boy who has been gouging huge
profits out of the teachers. One
county seat newspaper declaretl
that the trouble with Pinet is that
he thinks he is the "educational
leader" of Kansas; that Pinet con-
fuses the real educational leaders
of the state with those who profit
from f,he exploiting

activities.
of the teachers

ttHe profits," this paper says,
big commissions on sales of

largely unrequired ,bnd unneces-
sary material from the great pub-
lishing houses, from the bonuses
extracted from cities entertaining
the state conventions of the teach-
ers, and other activities, including
the advertising of the 2t/2 per cer.lt
a month loan concerns.

"The management of the Kansas
State Teachers .Association," eon-
tinues the article, "will have a hard
tirne convincing the people gen-

tax legrslation.
"This act defiiritely places this

worthy organization into politics,
and is opposetl to the interests and
welfare of the taxpayer's of the
state who suppor& and make pos-
sible the present school system."

Ol{E TEAC}IEH IS

Ot.l THE UI|AIIPATII
BANCROFT RURAL EIGE

SCEOOL
P. IIL Netherland, Principal

Baneroft, Kansas
Oct. 11,1932

Mr. F. L. Pinet, Secretary,
Kansas State Teachers Assn.,
Topeka, Kansas.'
Dear Sir:

After reading the editorial sec-
tion of the recent (October) issue
of the ('Kansas Teacher" it is plain
to me that those in charge of the
administration of our great edu-
cational organization, or at least
the editor of its official organ, have
completely lost sight of its pur-
pose, or have deliberately entered
into partisan politics.

From one departrnent of the
"Kansas Teacher" I quote; "It is
to be hoped that any diseussion of
the proposed taxation limitation
amendment among teachers may be
carried on w"ithout partisanship
bias being introduced or implied,"
and yet, turning to the editorial
columns, I find an appeal for all
teachers to support the Republican
ticket under the heading: "The
Deadly Parallel" I quote: "It is
unthinkable that any teacher in
Kansas is unable to understand the
English Ianguage to such an ex-
tent that she does not know on
which side her bread is buttered
by making a comparison of these
party planks. If there was ever a
time in which the teacher shoulil
tlisregard party lines and party
affiliations it is nowl" anal in
another column: "a pasteboard
governor, plucked by time and fate
and chance, from the little town of
Neodesha, Hariy Woodri4g, Beau
Brummel of Main Street and Mas-
ter of Arts in Babbitisrn."

Education should be removed
from politics. This is conceded by
every thinking person interested in

lJuoolv^c uLLav eLL'r

Already, in the third class cities,
and in rural distriets, salaries have
been reduced from ten to fiftY Per
cent, and more. There will be
another heavy eut again next year,
and maybe for several years to
come.

It is quite possible that the sal-
arie,s of teachers in our first anil
second class cities will be reduced
some, even ,if the Amendment is
not adopted.

These salaries have not dropped
in the same ratio as have those in
rural districts-and salaries were
much higher in cities than in rural
'[istriets before any cuts were made.

Now Governor Wootlring has
promised, if elected, and if the
Limitaion Amendment is approved,
that he will fight for the proposed
school cost equalization measure,
which was brought out by the
school eode commission, which, by
the way, is generally known to
favor the smaller schools. I am
of the opinion that this would
$eatly benefit not only the rural
teacher, but also the city teacher
as well.

In March f wrote you asking that
you use the influence of our or-
ganization to try to counteract the
tendency to cut the salaries of our
rural teachers to an unwarranted
figure. At that time you were
unable to find funds with which to
enter the fieht. Now it seems you
have a more justifiable cause. Is
it to defeat the Limitation Amend-
ment, or beat Governor'Woodring?

I wish to protest the entering
of the "Kansas Teacher" and the
Kahsas State Teachers .dss'n. in-
to state politics in a partisan way.
I believe that every unbiaseil teach-
er in Kansas should see the in-
justice of your action. 'I think that
immediate steps should be taken
by the Board of Directors to show
the patrons of our schools that the
rank and file of our org:anization
are opposed to your activities in
this connection,

Very truly yours,
P. H. Netherland, President,

Nemaha County Teaehers Assh.

, Woodring is the first governor
to take a budget prepared by a
careful legislautre, and pare hund-
xeds of thousands off of that, with
the help of state officials, and
he,ads of institutions anxious to
make the most possible saving for
the people of the state.-Kinsley
Graphic.
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d0h LD<*h R7 R 3D3 8/5* +(<- / 8D+k/5* Dk 6/+ k-0( 7/D9(0* kF (13*0+k/13 k-* 
+Dk(/kDF1 /k r/0+F1+h R 1*@*0 30*/8*3 k-/k 82 <F8D1, kF r/0+F1+ kF 3D+<(++ 
k-D+ 8/kk*0 F1 / =/+D+ F7 +-**0 8*0Dk /13 3*8*0Dk F7 k-* )0F)F+DkDF1 Dk+*97 
6F(93 D1 /12 6/2 *8=/00/++ 2F( F0 /12 F1* *9+*h i/3 R 51F61 k-D+ 6/+ k-* </+* 
R 1*@*0 6F(93 -/@* /<<*)k*3 k-* D1@Dk/kDF1h

U-* 7/<k+ D1 k-D+ </+* /0* /+ 7F99F6+4 : ./092 9/+k 6**5 R 0*<*D@*3 
/ 9*kk*0 70F8 d0h L/k1*0 (13*0 3/k* F7 Y<kF=*0 'l +k/kD1, D1 +(=+k/1<* k-/k 
/ +)*/5*0 6/+ 6/1k*3 kF 3D+<(++ k-* 1*,/kD@* +D3* F7 k-* U/; aD8Dk/kDF1 P8*13A
8*1k F1 k-* +/8* )9/k7F08 6Dk- d0h M/09 LD<* :/13 k-/k k-* 8**kD1, 6/+ kF =* 
(13*0 k-* /(+)D<*+ F7 k-* M-/8=*0 :F7 MF88*0<*h U-* 9*kk*0 +k/k*3 k-/k d0h 
n/9k*0 r9*/+/1k. M-/D08/1 F7 k-* fk/k* U/; MF88D++DF1. *F(93 =* F=k/D1*3 7F0 
k-D+ )(0)F+* =(k k-/k -* -/3 / 7**9D1, k-/k d0h r9*/+/1k 6F(93 1Fk =* /=9* 
kF -F93 -D+ F61 6Dk- d0h LD<*& Dh*h. d0h r9*/+/1k 6/+ 1Fk /,,0*++D@* /13 
)F+DkD@* *1F(,-h U-* 9*kk*0 +k/k*3 7(0k-*0 k-/k */<- +)*/5*0 6/+ kF =* ,D@*1 
k-D0k2 8D1(k*+ /13 6/+ 1Fk kF -*/0 -D+ F))F1*1kB+ /0,(8*1kh n-*1 k-D+ 9*kk*0 
</8* kF 82 3*+5 R D88*3D/k*92 )(k D1 /</99 7F0 d0h L/k1*0h R 6/+ (1/=9* kF 
9F</k* -D8 /k r/0+F1+ =(k 9/k*0 D1 k-* 3/2 ,Fk D1 kF(<- 6Dk- -D8 /k M-*kF)/h
R kF93 d8  6* 8D,-k =* /=9* kF +*13 -D8 d0h E*68/1 =(k R 3F(=k*3 k-/k d0h E*68/1 
6F(93 6/1k kF k/5* +(<- / 9F1, k0D)h R k-*1 +(,,*+k*3 d0h aD+kF1 /13 7/0 +F8* 
0*/+F1 d0h aD+kF1 3D3 1Fk +**8 kF /))*/9 kF -D8& /13 k-*1 R +k/k*3 k-/k 6-D9* R 
-/3 1*@*0 3D+<(++*3 k-D+ 8/kk*0 6Dk- d0h LD<* F1 k-* )(=9D< )9/k7F08 R +-F(93 
=* @*02 ,9/3 kF 3F +F /13 k-/k D1 7/<k R +-F(93 =* ,9/3 kF 8*/+(0* +6F03+ 6Dk- 
-D8 F1 k-* )(=9D< )9/k7F08 F1 k-D+ @*02 @Dk/9C(*+kDF1h Rk 6/+ k-*1 /,0**3 
k-/k R +-F(93 <F8* kF r/0+F1+ F1 Y<kF=*0 2? 6Dk-F(k /12 *;)*1+* kF *Dk-*0 k-* 
L*)(=9D</1 MF(1k2 M*1k0/9 MF88Dkk*3 F0 k-* m -/ 1D= *0* F7 MF88*0<* 7F0 / 3(/9 )(0A
)F+*h R 6/+ kF 8/5* / +-F0k k/95 */09D*k D1 k-* *@*1D1, =*7F0* k-* 2F(1, 
L*)(=9D</1 M9(= /13 9/k*0 D1 k-* *@*1D1, R 6/+ kF )0*+*1k 82 /0,(8*1k F1 k-* : 
U/; aD8Dk/kDF1 P8*138*1k /k k-D+ 8**kD1, (13*0 k-* /(+)D<*+ F7 k-* r/0+F1+ 
M-/8=*0 F7 MF88*0<* 6Dk- d0D LD<* k/5D1, k-* /77D08/kD@* +D3*h

R 9*7k -*0* */092 U-(0+3/2 8F01D1,& Y<kF=*0 '>? 6Dk- / ,0*/k 8/++ F7E 
<F00*+)F13*1<* F1 82 3*+5 (1/1+6*0*3h R 30F@* CFp 8D9*+ kF r/0+F1+ /13 /+ 
+FF1 /+ R 0*/<-*3 k-*0* R ,Fk D1 kF(<- 6Dk- d0& L/k1*0h i* /+5*3 8* kF*F8*
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PEARL. MURRAY, OFFICE manager 
and Director of Kansas teacher
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Director Mailing department
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PEARL. MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER
AND DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER 

ADVERTISING

OLIVE WILCOX
PEARL.MA MU Y,OF,F  I R,LCRA  

NG,LRDRO.  TKAR,K

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY
S EARL.MA MU Y,OF,F  H.,.R  

VR,PEOW XEALGR

VQk CJ,DF,F  HIQIk
TEACH 1 HI’S ASSOCIATION

F. L. PI N E T 
SECRETARY 315 WEST TENTH STREET 

TOPEKA, KANSAS

LYDIA J. CROFT
S EARL.MA XMO3RO.EMO PR1,A.DRO.

CARRIE POOLE
S EARL.MA 5 ,EGEOW PR1,A.DRO.

EDNA TAYLOR
FILING CLERK AND STENOGRAPHER

SOFT, RESS HUGH1S #5

Perhaps unconsciously you have been unduly influenced by the first class. Per­
haps consciously or unconsciously I have been, influenced by the second class.
As you may recall the German poet, Heine, once said, "We do not possess our ideas. 
They possess us and force us into the arena to fight for them."

I wish to remind you at this time that I was for six years probably 
the most unpopular superintendent of schools Parsons had. Tery probably this 
■unpopularity grew out of my lack of tact and diplomacy. I am very sure, however, 
that some of it grew out of the fact that during these six years I battled to 
raise teachers salaries and that I made powerful enemies right tiers in Parsons 
because that I was unwilling that the local politicians should have any hand 
in the conduct of school affairs. You have, I think, made a much more success­
ful superintendent than I could possibly have made. You have a sense of tact 
and diplomacy which I do not have. I am only sorry in this particular crisis 
you and I can not see eye to eye in this matter. To you, if I understand you 
rightly, the passage of the Tax Limitation Amendment will onAy he a step toward 
a more rational scheme of support to the public schools. To me it will prove 
a positive disaster brought on by dishonesty and insincerity on tie part of the 
politicians and by selfishness and greed of great financial interests. Each of 
us is entitled to his own opinion. Each of us should not be censored if he finds 
his views unalterable.

In closing, permit me to say, that I do not get your point that my dis­
cussion of this sutjjact would "lend political color" to this meeting. I wish to 
point out to you that I have never been a candidate for public office and have 
never been on the state payroll. On the other hand Mr. Bice is a candidate for 
public bffice, has been and is on the state payroll and would never have been 
known outside the city of Parsons had it not been for the accident that put 
Harry Woodring in the governor's chair. Hence, you will see that it is very 
difficult for me to recognize any grounds on which you might have objected to my 
discussion of the Tax Limitation Amendment for fear that my appearance on the 
platform would have given this meeting "apolitical color”.

yours,

UG1#C
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PEARL MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER
PE  ARLMUY,L ,O  FICNIN  GVIWXVD 
IATVDGKNKCS

OLIVE WILCOX
DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER

HJQUMfMPY c 'LMQ'

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY
ARLMUY,L ,O  F QP.Q.  NYQYM

READING CIRCLE

L
Qfc K3Qf SAS STATE
TEACHER'S ASSOCIATION

F. L. PEN ET 
SECRETARY 315 WEST TENTH STREET 

TOPEKA, KANSAS

LYDIA J. CROFT
Director Convention department

CARRIE POOLE
Director Mailing Department

EDNA TAYLOR
Filing Clerk and Stenographer

October 29, 1932

Supt. Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas.

My dear Mr. Hughes:

Enclosed find carbon copy of a letter which I have just 
written to Mr. Ratner in connection with the recent trip I took 
to Parsons. I have thought you might care to have this to know 
just how I am reacting to this matter so far as Mr, Ratner is 
concerned.

Sincerely yours,

at

\
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Oebabor ff# 1988
?»¥# Payne :*ttaar
CMlraan Republican County Control Comrnitte*
Parsons, :ans ;n.

6®er POgntoty

1 was, as you ' -ow, eory **ch humiliate:; by the situation that 
dereloped at Pcraor* after I had driven. 170 milm for the purpose of 
diteutsing th® tax 1 imitation m Its rarita with. ".Sr# Carl
Rtee#

fl 1 aiaxiistrossei that any miSimderstandi»g shuld h®r® coonrred
in this setter. ' Iwsx yon wrote ids® o» October S3, I got An(touch with 

'yea by telephone for the purpose of assisting yon to secure e speaker 
t® prosant char §!#• of this matter, Ton will recall that yon wrote 
? » stat'ng that you wanted an effect!re spei&ker to oppose "fc*. ;ioe#
Too will also recall that I first suggested It** Mote* sad later, as 
th® eewrorsation doveloped, indicate < that 1, Itself, would ho glad 
to hare an opportunity to 11 sous this matter with "!r« Ho®, You will 
Recall that the final arwangaiasnta mode orer the telephone war® to the 
Effect that 1 should go be Tur-eong to talk early in the ewe lag to tie 
Young ’on’s Pepublieen elub sad that 1st or I afe>reI4 have thirty a'.nut a 
to present our aide of the matter without any personalities in the dis­
cussion of the tax limitation, aaottdiwnfc before the persons Ghanfcer of 
Z&s'mtm,

I wish at this tisso to gl.ee ym ay word that 1 newer drowsed 
thoro would bo my opposition to ay presenting our side of this matter#
1 h&d no thought of es^ermsslng Tr. Hughes in this aoanootioa, 1 
ms absolutely astounded whoa I called at yom offtoe and. found that 
r, Hughes had ehjeotod to ngr presenting err aide of this case and 

had am-.ngod for the substitution of Prof* "toraoipher#

I on# oSs ou knm0 rob a gifted p?bli« epeefcer. la fast, public 
spoeictag to xir is mrjr distasteful, perhaps homm® I do so poor a job 
of it. I do, howwwr# fool very keenly on this subject and had looked 
ferwari to m opporttmiby to disouse this wetter, which has a eery 
serious insert for the schools of Kansas# with 'fr. clo# in his hone torn 
I was not the least worried about this encounter with ?!r. Hoe, far I 
felt sure that J had the foots os say side and I ms and mn absolutely 
donvinoed that ' 'r, Rite and Fir* Wearing, 'Hogether with thoir"ossoaiates 
or© Insinoore and dishonest in t otr arlvooeoy of this measure#
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Er* >&bner*# #S

I al»j>ly <NU32X»t fsterstsni lfi*» Bagte®' position in till® ssteter 
ejftfl to® wribtf** M.n %• tH® 8-Y«rtr. I *» quit© willing to recognise 
that Mo tes & right to Mi# -paint of rieir end that if h® oan eonsoloft---

tt» t*5? IfaltfttfOfi «,®8©f?SS«t:*. tos is ilg 
1 4® not, 1»®W, §«#b M'1 ft p#iat rtf' riot? in Mis oMJeotisg to nr 44®* 
m:Miw$ it'it mMmt tesate * ge®«f at the f samoa® $teafe*r of "»»* 
a#*®® o», it# -'wit# »wifel» ”Ir» ait® toeing tte 0po*i»a t do
wt ate ttet «y ®r®«®ne# in this «i#®u##i®a would tew girm the 44®- 
ettetltt * color of g&olitttel MRlMiif} for im wy opinion «at& from 
sty wlnt of view, ”*% :4.®e is ,*wieh *«r* of a politician s»4 m©h mt® 
of ft ©restore ©f politics th.es I a»« 1 Maw never teeft o® tho state
pity roll, I- tew wrar roaottei a Ites from to state* wfe?#?* is act
%i§# of Er# Si©#, for !» is al % %isa® cm the ftetc F&ymit*
ttetewr I te *# icm® la a poHttol my te* tes® sore or less is©id«m%6l, 
"tet Up, Si#a fe.sa tea in a folitto l my is in to ton?**© of fM*r«o*i®t

Per tots rwtsem 1 m $ to® ly taels 1# t© mmwxls. for ft*,
tegjtef* teas* paint ift this wetter. telfewgi* &a I Smm mi& t© f» ®»4 
to fey friend 0%#® 1#®€, X «s ante wry hoary obligation# to iSr* Hugh#® 
for fews r#Bd«r«t m in tfl» past* frs.afcly tha stele cltastion is 
fmw&m fm.m%m m* fmm sy rtosfflift* te# Scghe® trA Mi® teaater# 
and hi* teaaNf of ©teetifoi to te with ti» gate Mile of bti® mm» 
tetehlp of tte Emm>a 'Stet© n#?ociKttan is apr««iti©n to tl»
tor iteliatioa ®»®r%T®nt* v%y they ar© not' agslast It, X «annot uacter- 
•taad, T>mWl*m ?lr* Euflt## sal his s*s®sist»s imt-* good m%mm for 
favarise this «3-fln#©ate% art I m w>% reasons * I «a
only saying that I '«a dlefero^aod that m®U a gltw.tion ©hosll haw 
M*is«n.

Ir, Jmtfiim is s® m»9l%«aat 9dh^ol mm, fha -w<itk h# ha#
is attest# t# tM« feet,, that hr, it to the Sasss
Ststt# ftaohorg *9*4 i%® prSnsiplo.o, I tew no iauht, ftet
ho 4# 4®pi to » pmmally, 1 have «© ftet te is honest is
M* tonriotiom te to tho ««t of oar p*«t«at in PfgpsM
■fen tor ftfffiirs., I tew no .doubt* fte only iifffroate .tet®te» as is 
that h# and I if ftoh tetd nmmt tMat: sills® os 'this laatete:*

I lo *?»t ten® ail te® fact# In tte ©ft## sc- fm sat m -fs^sitioa 
to Jtep, tet it ssotirs to m that ym fmm tte iapulftfs in
s«gf#sti»g that I on fh«> %m lisaitfttisn in Frnrmm,
tec ll»gis»* tews to tetwl thte 'yrm teftted me f’or this a<5©«io» wiMrnm 
satteri%i tt this it th® «««, ! s» sorry, for I etrtately did not 
irish to ham t» teior® X *i not wsmted, 1 f#lt that the faol that for 
fix- ytars I ms saf>srlat«a#at of tfe© Pfrso.ns Soltoels? &ad Airing %•! * 
si* yosns l&harod to ml#© toohtm* salurios, »*M at least 
im to a rotfootfiti h«ari»g at tl» hascls of to Par-on# people# 'Potttel*c 
In this mt» I 'toot too mwsti for grissfe#4* If so, 1 a» sorry, I
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r*. PeAr.sr.*,:?

ymxe frhmA *«S W+ Hughe#* friand emA thoro Is noting that I wish to 
do mm than to avoid es#ma*ass»wit to any of sy frIonic.

% mm mvsrm la clear. Tks only thing for ?a» to do i« to battle 
the tax limitation memirmAi end to giro the yropoaeafes of tM® asmt&mrsk
all tho travels 1 ean. r’ho e tfeimja 1 prepoee to do, regardless of the 
®e»»ep*w»*e*si«

Agate ogress lag to y*» regret that inadvertently I contributed 
■fee the sdac~iap of the Parsons i feu&feiea, ®»4 assuring fit that had I 
kneim that I would ho & fly in the eintwont* I should haw diaeottraged 
you from |*r4 ■ teg m to disousa the t&* Iteitation momteent with Hr.
Hi© a* 1 reualn

Sincerely jow,

Secretary*

RHH-1932-005 p3



PEARL. MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER
AND DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER 

ADVERTISING

OLIVE WILCOX
PEARL.MA MU Y,OF,F  .R,LIRA  

CNGDTKTSH VWXTGW

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY
PEARL.MA MU Y,OF,F  F.,.R  

XTGJ!S|  L!XDNT

I! |L
Qk E!LGSQGQ F.,.R
flAEHiR'S ASSOCIATION

F. L. PIN ET •••••••••••••••••••••••
SECRETARY 3S5 WEST TENTH STREET

TOPEKA, KANSAS

LYDIA J. CROFT
Director Convention Department

CARRIE POOLE
Director Mailing Department

EDNA TAYLOR
Filing Clerk and Stenographer

November 18, 1932

Supt, Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I am now replying to the two short notes which you sent me, 
written in longhand.

The one relating to the information you had collected on 
junior colleges, I hare made some use of, selecting from this data 
some information which I could use in the School Master Gossip de­
partment of our December issue.

With regard to your comment on the tax limitation amendment 
and the recent election, X do not agree with you that Mr. Landon should 
credit his election to me. I voted for him, as did my family and many 
of my friends, and of course, did what I could for him in newspaper 
interviews and otherwise . There were many forces that entered into 
Mr. Landon’s election, among which I may enumerate Dr. Brinkley’s 
candidacy, Mr. Woodring’s persistent advocacy of the tax limitation 
amendment, the osar-like attitude of Chairman Helvering, and a number 
of other things. I think I told you when we talked that I had no 
personal grudge at Governor Woodring, and I am of the opinion that 
had he not sponsored the tax limitation amendment as he did and had 
he and his associates not attempted to coerce teachers, he would 
probably have been elected. ?/e must consider that Governor Woodring 
had every advantage. First of all he had the benefit of the Roosevelt 
vote, which easily made 75,000 votes in his favor. In the second 
place his ps.rty had almost inexhaustable funds, having levied as they 
did, 5/o on the salaries of practically all state employees. What 
part I took in this matter I was forced to take if I retained any self- 
respect. Had Chairman Helve ring permitted my editorials in the October 
issue to go by unnoticed and had he not directed a savage attack upon me 
based upon absolute falsehoods, it would have been better for both him 
and Governor Woodring. This is also true of Governor Woodring’s mis­
take of attacking me in his Atchison speech, charging that I was for 
Dr. Brinkley, when he knew this was not a fact. I had no choice but 
to be against the tax limitation amendment, and being against it, I 
felt that I should do everything I could to bring about its defeat.
I do not have the feeling that I defeated the amendment—I simply have 
the feeling that I joined with other school people of the state in 
bringing about its defeat and that we were successful.

I have no special claim on Mr. Landon and shall make none. 
Knowing him as well as I do, however, I am sure that he will be friendly
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to the school interests and that we will have a friend at court.

This leads me to another thought. I am not one of those who 
feel that our battles are over. I sun more disposed to think that they 
have just begun. I think it would he very unwise for us to sit down 
now and twiddle our thumbs, thinking that all is well. I think you and 
I are in accord in the feeling that the next year or two is going to be 
harder on the schools than the past year or two have been. I propose 
that so far as I can 5.nfluencd the legislative committee and the Board 
of Directors, to bring the educational leaders of the state to a recog­
nition of this fact. I am hoping that we will have enough wisdom and 
forethought to sponsor in the coming legislature bills which will re­
duce the tax levy limits for school purpose. I think the only place 
you and I differed on the tax limitation amendment was in the fact that 
I felt this was a problem that could be handled in the legislature, while 
you felt that it must be put in the constitution, I also think that we 
must he prepared to do what we can to have legislation affecting the in­
come tax worked out so as to give the schools at least a part of the 
benefit of this new source of revenue. I also think that perhaps we 
can do something in the coming legislature to give the cigarette tax to 
the schools and that the time is right now for the consideration of 
a sales tax, severance tax, and perhaps some other forms of special 
taxes for the support of the schools. I recognize that this is a 
rather ambitious program, but it is my firm conviction that we must be 
on our guard during the coming session of the legislature and that we 
have more need now than, ever before for whatever intelligence we can 
muster to meet the situation that is confronting us.

At the meeting of the legislative committee held this week, I 
resigned as acting chairman of the legislative committee. I felt that 
the work of the committee can be better directed by someone else and that 
I should have ry time to handle the general matters of the Kansas State 
Teachers Association, which with a loss of revenue in every department, 
including a loss of 3000 memberships, is quite a problem in itself. I 
do, of course, expect to be more or less active in the legislature but 
want to be free to do the thing in my own way. The Committee accepted 
ray resignation and elected Supt. IT. Iff. Richards of Dodge City as Chairman 
of the committee, I am sure that Mr. Richards will take this new position 
seriously and will do effective work. Of course, he will be assisted by 
Mr, Rarick, Mr, Petit, Dr. Andrews, and a number of others.

Now that this first battle is won, Sees, the thing we must do 
is to get together and. show a solid front in this coming legislature.
I am hoping that we will have enough funds so. that the Board can give 
me one or possibly two men to help in the legislative work during the 
coming session, ’Just what the Board can do ana just what it will do 
along this line, I shall not know for a while, for we are facing the

RHH-1932-006 p2



PEARL. MURRAY, OFFICE MANAGER
AND DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER 

ADVERTISING

OLIVE WILCOX
DIRECTOR OF KANSAS TEACHER 

PLACEMENT BUREAU

JOSEPHINE OAKLEY
DIRECTOR OF KANSAS STATE 

READING CIRCLE

Ok L,INIS AS SfATE 
flAEHIl’S ASSOEIATIBM

F. L. PINET 
SECRETARY 315 WEST TENTH STREET 

TOPEKA, KANSAS

LYDIA J. CROFT
DIRECTOR CONVENTION DEPARTMENT

CARRIE POOLE
DIRECTOR MAILING DEPARTMENT

EDNA TAYLOR
PEAERL . AMUY ,RO  FIMRCLU,NGMU

Mr. Hughes...3

new fiscal year with considerably less of a treasury balance than we 
had a year ago, and I am of the opinion that our revenue for 1933 will 
be considerably less than it was in 1932. As ray old Mother, who is 
now past 75, but who still has an. indomitable Belgian spirit, has 
often said to me, "Cheer up, the worst is yet to come."

Sincerely yours,

RHH-1932-006 p3



MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE:

L. RUDE, Liberty Twp.
■ ■ - ii. COLUMBIA, Chetopa 
JOE MURRAY, Md. Valley 
R. D. LINDSEY, Mortimer Pet. 
ADAM YAGEL, Montana Twp. 
FRED HOLMES, Altamont 
GEO. LARSEN, Parsons 
ROY GALVIN, Parsons 
IVAN DONALDSON, Parsons

MEMBERS CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE:

M. V. GEORGE, N Elm Grove Pet 
OH AS. WGOLVEN, Oswego 
JAS. REED, Chetopa 
C. J. TAYLOR, Parsons 
E. P. BERNARDIN, Parsons

MEMBERS FINANCE COM­
MITTEE:

I. M. HINDS, Md Valley
D. UHRISTMANN, Oswego, R, 4
ii. R. HUSTON, Chetopa
NELIE NAFUS, Oswego
JOE IS. LEDBETTER, Parsons
M. L. MANNERS, Parsons
•1 B. GOLDSMITH, Bartlett, R.

COMMITTEEMEN:
W. E. GADDIS, McCune, R. 3 

Jacksonville Pet., Neosho Twp.
‘ LESTEl: KINCK, Parsons, R. 4 

Inks. Pet., Neosho Twp.
ADAM YAGEL, Oswego, Rt. 1 

Montana Twp.
CLAUDE SYKES, Oswego, R. 1 

Oswego Twp.
VERNIE MOSLER, Oswego, R. 2 

Labette Pet., Richland Twp.
C. H. SWANSON, Chetopa, R. 1 

Richland Pet., Richland Twp.
E. P. BERNARDIN, Parsons 

North Twp.
L. RUDE, Labette 

Liberty Twp.
D. CHRISTMANN, Oswego, R. 4 

■Fair-view Twp.
J. B. GOLDSMITH, Bartlett 

blackberry Twp.
JOHN B. TURRILL, 3301 Oak Par­

sons, N. Pet. Walton Twp.
J. C. COOPER, Parsons, Rt. 5 

S. Pet., Walton Twp.
IRA HART, Rt. 5, Parsons 

Labette Twp.
FRED HOLMES, Altamont 

Mt. Pleasant Twp.
M. V. GEORGE. Edna

N. Pet., Elm Grove Twp.
HARVE CLARK, Edna, Rt. 3 

S. Pet. Elm Grove Twp.
W. M. STARR, Dennis 

Dennis Pet. Osage Twp.
R. D LINDSEY, Mortimer Pet.

Cherryvale, R 2.
J. E. MURRAY, Md. Valley 

E. Md. Valley, First Pet.
I. M. HINDS, Md. Valley 

E. Md. Valley, Second Pet .
U. G. STIGENWALT, Cherryvale, 

R 3, West Pet., Md Valiev Twp.
JOE CARR, Angola 

Canada Twp.
L M. DUNAWAY, Edna, R. 1 

Howard Twp.

PARSONS CITY:
O. M. CRAIN, 11514 N. 16th 

1st Pet., 1st Ward 
M. L MANNERS, 1405 Dirr 

2nd Pet., 1st Ward 
GEO. W. LARSEN, 1824 Felix 

3rd Pet., 1st Ward 
C. J. TAYLOR, 1809 Grand 

1st Pet. 2nd Ward 
PAYNE H. RATNER, 1212 Morgan 

2nd Pet., 2nd Ward 
RALPH E. BAKER, 2325 Bdway.

1st Pet., 3rd Ward 
J. M. BRYANT, 2023 Morton 

2nd Pet., 3rd Ward 
IVAN DONALDSON, 110 N. 27th 

1st Pet., 4th Ward 
R. H. GALVIN, 300 N. 30th St 

2nd Pet., 4th Ward 
JOE LEDBETTER, 2500 Chess 

3rd Pet., 4th Ward.

OSWEGO CITY:
W. A. Blair, Oswego—1st Ward 
CHAS. WOOLVEN, Oswego—2nd 

Ward.
NELIE NAFUS, Oswego, 3rd Ward

CHETOPA CITY:
W. H. COLUMBIA, Chetopa 

1st Ward
H. R. HUSTON, Chetopa 

2nd Ward
JAS. REED, Chetopa—3rd Ward

REPUBLICAN
L.RUDE  MEBRSOF  MXCCURREE

, ibeDDe  L.RUDE r t iUyiy

OFFICERS:
PAYNE H. RATNER, Chairman, Parson*
W. A. BLAIR, Secretary, Oswego
1 M. HINDS, Treasurer, Md. Valley
MRS. ADD1E NANCE, Vice Chairman, Oswego

Parsons, Kansas, 
December 6, 1932.

Prank L. Pinet, Secretary,
State Teachers1 Association,
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Prank:

I have tried to write you ever since the election 
hut have been out of the office a great deal and when 
I am in the office I am snowed under with office 
seekers and attempting to take care of my lav/ business 
so I haven't had the opportunity.

In the first place, I want to congratulate you 
on the effective work you did for our friend Landon 
in the campaign. I am sure your work was one of the 
deciding factors in causing his election.

In the second place, I want to explain frankly 
the mix-up about your speaking here and take my 
share of the responsibility. I consider you and Rees 
Hughes among my best personal friends. I like and 
admire you both very much. I am very sorry I was, 
unwittingly, partly responsible for the unfortunate 
situation that developed here.

I understood that it was left to me to select the 
speaker against the limitation amendment. I contacted 
the head of our Speakers Bureau, Ben Franklin, and 
asked him for suggestions. He told ine he would get 
in touch with me later and finally told me that he 
had gotten Walter Pleasant to come. He stated that 
Pleasant did not want to come but v/ould do so if we 
insisted and if we could furnish automobile transporta 
tion. Pleasant would have to have someone bring him 
in a car as he either did not have one or did not want 
to use his own car and did not want to take the time 
to come on the train. I had invited Bill White to 
speak on the income tax amendment and I told Franklin 
I would have Bill come through Topeka and bring 
Pleasant with him.
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#2 Prank L. Pinet. 12-5-32

A few days before the meeting I read about your 
work and thought it would be fine if we could have 
a more effective speaker than I believe Pleasant to 
be. I telephoned you and the result of the conversa­
tion was that it was arranged for you to come down.
I did this without consulting Rees. I feel now that 
I should have consulted him first before I attempted 
to make any change but I had so many things pressing 
on my mind at the time that it did not occur to me.
At the same time I learned that Bill White had hurt 
his ankle and would not be able to come, which meant 
that he could not drive through Topeka and bring 
Pleasant with him. I found that the combination of 
circumstances, that is, White1s inability to bring 
Pleasant and that Pleasant was not anxious to come 
any way, plus the.fact that I believe you to be a 
more effective speaker, gave me a good excuse to 
switch from Pleasant to you. Of course, had I dreamed 
there would be any opposition or had it occurred to 
me what Rees' viewpoint in the matter would be, I 
would, of course, not have embarrassed you or myself 
by telling you to come.

As I recall it, my first conversation with Rees 
about you was the day before the meeting and he made 
it quite plain to me that he did not think it would 
be the right thing. I disagreed with him quite frank­
ly, then and now, but I do understand his viewpoint 
and realize he was entirely conscientious in it and 
that he had as much right to his viewpoint as I had 
to mine. I want to admit frankly that I had ample 
time to stop you from coming and possibly should have 
done so. The reason I did not do so was that you 
had promised to see -some other people here and do some 
other work for. rae and I had also arranged another , 
meeting, the dinner ..meeting, at which I wanted you to 
speak. For these reasons I wanted you to dome on down, 
regardless of the fact that you would not be able to 
speak at the tax meeting. If I did wrong, I am sorry.

I think it is best for us all to just forget 
about the matter. It v/as an unfortunate incident but 
no particular harm came of it and it is one of those 
things that happen in the press of a hot campaign 
about which there should be no lasting feeling of any

RHH-1932-007 p2



\

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE:

L. RUDE, Liberty Twp.
1 V-. H. COLUMBIA, Chetopa 
JOE MURRAY, Md. Valley 
R. D. LINDSEY, Mortimer Pet, 
ADAM YAGEL, Montana Two, 
FRED HOLMES, Altamont 
GEO. LARSEN, Parsons 
ROY GALVIN, Parsons 
IVAN DONALDSON, Parsons

MEMBERS CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE:

M. V. GEORGE, N Elm Grove Pet 
CHAS. WOOLVEN, Oswego 
JAS. REED, Chetopa 
0. J. TAYLOR, Parsons 
E. P. BERNAJRDIN, Parsons

REPUBLICAN
MEBRSO  V-.REPU  VBLLIRR--

FXCUSSU MEBRSO T I XRVXV

OFFICERS:
PAYNE H. RATNER, Chairman. Parson*
W. A. BLAIR, Secretary, Oswego
I M. HINDS, Treasurer, Md. Valley
MRS. ADDIE NANCE, Vice Chairman, Oswego

MEMBERS FINANCE COM­
MITTEE:

I. M. HINDS, Md Vedley 
D. CHRISTMANN, Oswego, R 1 
H. R. HUSTON. Chetopa 
-SELIE NAFUS, Oswego 
JOE E. LEDBETTER, Parsons 
M. L. MANNERS, Parsons 
i B. GOLDSMITH, Bartlett, R.

COMMITTEEMEN:
W. E. GADDIS, McCune, R, 3 

Jacksonville Pet., Neosho Twp.
LESTER RINCK, Parsons. R. 4 

luka Pet., Neosho Twp.
ADAM YAGEL, Oswego, RL 1 

Montana Twp.
CLAUDE SYKES. Oswego, R. 1 

Oswego Twp.
VERNIE MOSLER, Oswego, R. 2 

Labette Pet., Richland Twp,
C. H. SWANSON, Chetopa, R. 1 

Richland Pet, Richland Twp.
E. P. BERNARDIN, Parsons 

North Twp.
L. RUDE, Labette 

Liberty Twp.
D. CHRISTMANN, Oswego, R. 4 

jFairview Twp.
J. B. GOLDSMITH, Bartlett 

Hackberry Twp.
JOHN B. TURRILL, 3301 Oak Par­

sons, N. Pet. Walton Twp,
J. C. COOPER, Parsons, Rh 5 

S. Pet., Walton Twp.
IRA HART, Rt. 5, Parson*

Labette Twp.
FRED HOLMES, Altamont 

Mt. Pleasant Twp.
M. V. GEORGE, Edna

N. Pet., Elm Grove Twp.
HARVE CLARK, Edna. RL 3 

S. Pet. Elm Grove Twp.
W. M. STARR, Dennis 

Dennis Pet. Osage Twp.
R. D LINDSETY, Mortimer Pet.

Cherryvale, R 2.
J. E. MURRAY, Md. Valley 

E. Md. Valley, First Pet.
I. M. HINDS. Md. Valley 

E. Md. Valley, Second Pet .
U. G. STIGENWALT, Cherryvale, 

R 3, West Pet., Md Valley Twp.
JOE CARR. Angola 

Canada Twp.
L. M. DUNAWAY, Edna, R. 1 

Howard Twp.
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kind. I surely hope this will not make the slightest 
rift between you and. Rees and I am sorry for any part 
that I have had in it,

With very kindest personal regards and best wishes, 
I am, .

:L. D,
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Parsons, Kansas, 
December 5, 1932.

Prank L. Pinet, Secretary, 
State Teachers* Association, 
Topeka, Kansas.

Dear Prank;

I have tried to wrlt-e you ever since the/CLeetion 
but have been out of the office a groat deal and when 
I am in the office X am snowed under with office 
seekers and attempting to take care of my law business 
so I haven*t had the opportunity.

In the first placo, I want to congratulate you 
on the effective wor,; you did for our friend Land on 
in the campaign* I am sure your work was one of the 
deciding factors in causing his election.

In the second plaee, I want to explain frankly 
the mix-up about your speaking here and take my 
share of the responsibility. I consider you and Rees 
Hughes among my best personal friends. I like and 
admire you both very much. I am very sorry I was, 
unwittingly, partly responsible for the unfortunate 
situation that developed here.

I understood that it was left to me to select the 
speaker against the limitation amendment. I contacted 
the head of our Speakers Bureau, Ben Franklin, and 
asked him for suggestions. He told ice he would get 
in touch with me later and finally told me that he 
had gotten Valter Pleasant to come. He stated that 
Pleasant did not want to come but would do so if we 
insisted and If we could furnish automobile transporta­
tion. Pleasant would have to have someone bring him 
in a car as he either did not have one or did not want 
to use his own car and did not want to take the time 
to come on the train. I had invited Bill White to 
speak on the inc ome tax amendment and I told Franklin 
I would have Bill come through Topeka and bring 
Pleasant with him.
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#2 Prank L. Plnet 12-5-32

A few days before the meeting I read about your 
work and thought it would be fin© If we could have 
a more effective speaker than I believe Pleasant to 
be. I telephoned you and the result of the conversa­
tion was that It was arranged for you. to come down.
I did this without consulting Hees* I feel now that 
I should have consulted him first before I attempted 
to make any change but I had so many things pressing 
on my mind at the time that It did not occur to me.
At the same time I learned that Bill White had hurt 
his ankle and would not hi able to come, which meant 
that he could not drive through Topeka and bring 
Pleasant with him. I found that the combination of 
circumstances, that is, White*3 inability to bring 
Pleasant and that Pleasant was not anxious to come 
any way, plus the fact that 1 believe you to be a 
more effective speaker, gave me a good excuse to 
switch from Pleasant to you. Of course, had I dreamed 
there would be any opposition or had it occurred to 
me what Rees* viewpoint in the matter would be, I 
would, of course, not have embarrassed you or myself 
by telling you to come.

As I recall it, my first conversation with Rees 
about you was the day before the meeting and. he made 
it quite plain to me that he did not think It would 
be the right tiring. I disagreed with him quite frank­
ly, then and now, but X do understand his viewpoint 
and realize he was entirely conscientious in it and 
that he had as much right to his viewpoint as I had 
to mine. I want to admit frankly that I had ample 
time to stop you from coining and possibly should have 
done so. The reason X did not do so was that you 
had promised to see some other people here and do some 
other work for me and I had also arranged another 
meeting, the dinner meeting, at which I wanted you no 
speak. For these reasons I wanted you to com© on down 
regardless of the fact that you would not be able to 
speak at the tax meeting. If I did wrong, I am sorry.

X think it is best for us all to just forget 
about the natter. It was an unfortunate Incident but 
no particular harm canto of ir. and it ia one of those 
things that happen In the press of a hot campaign 
about which there should be no lasting feeling of any

RHH-1932-008 p2
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kind, I surely hope this will not make the slightest 
rift between you and Rees and I am sorry for any part 
that I have had in it.

With very kindest personal regards and best wishes,
I an,

RHH-1932-008 p3
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i.r. Pay © * . Hatnsr, Chair-an,
hepnV. loan Count/ hor-trtn Cetxjlttca» 
i btb bt� ����  uas.

Dear Reyna*

■ of «
not at ail necessary for yen to write • s a lervpthy latter re.-anlir,-: this 
•raattor, after s»y first disappointment on ft trio * ' cone t the*
service and felt very cheerful over. I really thin!: It ms of very 
little cohaequesea whether X discussed the Tax Lfcltet.ten />«?#©nt at 

t x*. o« or not* lr fact, I ar* very fjlad I sad© 'the trip / 
far it "nvo b an opportunli to ta’- o the a tier up with >. Reed and net 
0O"o '©Ip :'rn -if;, v?deb help, aa 	����  know, -he • nve vory gerr rously both 
on his editorial eana eml in a for al interview with the jsooietfconyresa.

Of course, it yoea »I thou;- aayirn; that 1 a« very 
!mm>y that the "fax tin! tat ion **w»-ndr.Hr.t waa treated* Hov- vor, I do 
realise, as perhaps t�b  of the school people' do not, that this nae an

.

in 3-.-0 a.naruar as to prevent the re*eub tester of this asersd oart. In 
order to 4o this, •.?« rust, 1 think, sponsor Mils w ic! will rof.nce the 
present tax levy Hr its thr ,i-; ■■ legislative action,

e mat, also, In ever* way possible t press upon 
the school .people the necessity of voluntary reduction In tteir school 

srfcs,,r ust, 5f pees , to find ii .r  source of revenue for
the au oort te schools, tixrou h either the alloce-;io- of the inoo �  tax,
It �  ale or in part for the schools, or thrtwyh' the finding of any course 
of revenue by ..aona of a salec tlvo sales tax or luxury tax, I an inclined 
to believe that the in coning au.tr. in. atrat ..on rill wt to use tSie incor-.e 
tax . sonny for state ;r oses, er4 �  ah inclir-4, a3.se?, to believe that the 
far orn«nia?»iiors favor such a plan. ’ II© isattor «hat the school people 
think about this, b oannot afford t.o Counter to the acini r;l strati on and 
the fain ongohisations, and in case our friend© fool that the inco- a tax 
®h aid < !5SoU '•• r state purposes ee st - u © or h-nost effort to try to

RHH-1932-009 p1
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' r * ilatnar - g

find g.y a othor source of revenue*

1 an rather fearful of the easing eeaelor. of. 
toe-te®islature. 1 is/ idle for. the reason that * recognise tha 
oxtrera eteononle etrese.lh r ish so are'all plage*!* et:4 the fact that 
mdicallm Is- sere or In . ra ■ the country. 1 have %o3

f : .. ■
wfei«fe we asall have to protest our interests to a - jueh greater degree

eh ! , » met 1
spuel; ®lse during the next three or four nonfha Other than to sprfc or 
legislative natters*

’ liovt with r. yard %■■ ,r. du.oK.o and • -vs lf» I wish 
to say that I thinfc yon need to have no concern* .« have been good 
friend© in the past* &"A i third: he are atill g«>4 friends, i,t least 
wo are so for as 1 a: eoneernad* .• r. hughea im» lone so s tor; fra 
thiry® for me In -isaya gore fey* ar4 I have e long i senary w;o?:: ny frlerv. a 

. - • i - ho are not ay fricr,43 # 1
thir- s? ybo will tall; with Mr ho o IX toll yrethat his poaitlon 1® the 
sa. o as . line*

Thaok'ry you for or frXei*4sMp and support in 
the oast, and- as wring y n that-ar.yti. © i ean. bo of service to you* y.n 
hrvo hut to lot '& know* 1 rrate

Sincerely yours*

?:JPi '.It
‘eerotnry*

RHH-1932-009 p2
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so ciifferent ln color, race, habits, dress, id.eals,

customs, relations, trad.ltions*is not an easy thing
to aceoraplisir. ilut Rotary has set about to ac-

complish it rylth the most courephensive prograrn

that right tirinking 6S#i" can plan out.

r'ire acivancenent of understanding, good. r+iLl

ano international peace torough a rorl d. *lJgr-
ship of Business and. Professional raen unlted ln
tire Rotary id.eel of service,

L a

Eotaryrs Plan J.( i"! il
,d,.u. ''*''

Weekly for:* luncheon sr, in u ,856 c it le s anc ++

gax"i"{Ee&:ions througb' these weekly luneheons

tod.ay 1s ti:e worldrs greatest organizing

powerrhformin6 public seatimeni and*tsevelop-

lag a worlci f eJ-lowshlp of Business and.

Professional men around a comoon id.eai of

serYioe.

I

*2-

eou$.i,ries- Public sentinent is the greatest

public driflng force today, and cotary Jftf*pe*.''"
L

l
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5, i':otary is protnoting a p18n of InternationaL

exci:ange of free sc?roLarshlps for college

to brlng before eaeh clun ln-

Last year the Retary Club of

eated. lGiJ Fiexican boys w}:o were

erl guests in tie home( of 100

S.i,UOen'5S.
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Ithe invltl
I
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go as guests in tiie ilomes..of
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bliiid us to the fact tl:.at t)atriotism also

aP,?'lies eiiua1ly to t.r'.: one t'rho lives in
ano',:l:er coui:try. siotary 'ir'o-riLd. have yif

-. ft+d'
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cir1"1.l-s in l'::ienLlshlp, tolerancc an.tl un,'ier-

etrrnili!lii.

1lx-presr*ent .iloos+v*rt *ord. t,co:l.lacts such

as ccl',ltose r-ctiliF Inte::national Efil-1 cor-

tainly co ntri Dute toviard inrernait rcnril

uncierstan,.iln;1. '?

Presld.ent iiaroin;; said, "ff f couid irlant a

Hotary clt:.b in e',rer:,. coulltrli tilrougnout

ti:re worle, I wouil d"o it, eur.; tllen i wou"i-d,
i"r,

Juurant--e ti#A peac?, tranqui-liity and" 1'or-

ivaro rritrci, ortt*-j wr+.,i;

Tire eorner si;one of '.:or1ci ;oeace is world.

frieneiship, frlend.sirip not 0etween goirerltrtent

r:fficials, l:u"5 between the people who maice up
l

t,h.e nations. .Ir'rienilsi:ips are i]itide of Hina anA
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J-^igh /ethical standards in business and professions;
the recognition of the worthiness of all usefull oc~
cupationf; and the dignifying by each Rotarian of his
occupation as an opportunity to serve society.—
(The ^bjeets of Rotary- adopted by the Convention at 
Mexico City.J^

It is the duty of the club committee on Vocational 
Service to devise and carry into effect plans which 
will guide and assist the members of the club in dis­
charging their responsibilites in their vocational 
relationships and in improving the general standards 
of practice in their respective vocations. (See 
Recommended Club By Laws, Art. VIII, Sec. 3)

'—'ir.The real spirit of Rotary is to recognize that
the greatest success lies in action by the individual 
Rotarian, which is much to be preferred to the 
club’s accomplishment of the same work for the 
community, because it brings out the enthusiasm of 
the greatest possible number of members.--

Dr. Donata Gamanari of Montevideo, Uraguay- 
adress before the Mexico City convention en 
’’Practical Community Service Activities.”

S*
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-}1-f oaT.i-l-/1A;Irir.. ( \aT\a'
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ROTAP--,] . i ', r,a). -li4
PAiL,Ji..,' i.,.1-.'.. J A.l

-:i-./- -t/'.c:.
u rJ.LlJ; L":tt

,['rar'.r:ri-ng
Farm f,r:periliellt Station
j'iower $ror',iing and Dlstributlng- - - Williarn J' llIirt
'v'egetable Groivi-ng
T::Ee and Sh:ub Growing alld. Di-$'l;ribuiting
Live Stock Feed.ing - James L{' Piper- (Ad.ditional Actlve) - James Calvert Piper
Vete::lnarY Med iclne
Pouitry P'alsing

Hatchery
Agriculttr"ral Equl-pment Industry: --Agricultural kaplement Dist::lbutlng

MA.IOR C ATlON:

Agri.c ure:

As sociatlons :

Chamber of Cofirmerce-
Y. M. C. A.
Boys Vfork Organizations :

Boy Scout Executi-",re

Automobile Industry:
Automoblle Re tal 1-1ng-

'-""ri o 1 o

-- Ltt +(1J .

tr\rneral Directi-ng-
Cemetery- -

Business Senvice:
Accounti"ng Servlce
AuctLonlng Servlce
Collectlons and Cred.its

Ceramic Industry:
Ttle Ivlanufacturlng

Chemical fndustryl
Drugs, Retalling -

I[omens C]othlng- -
Talloring, Mens-
Mens $hlrt ltlanufacturing
OveralL L{anufacturlng
Shoo Retalllng -

Coal Ind.ustry:
Coa1, Retalltng-

C oumrrnicatlon $er"vice :
Posta1 SorvLce
Telephone Servlce-
Telegnaph Sor.vlce

ConfeetLonery

c. E. ltgrtt Perklns

- Plerre Klmball
- Okey B. Dakan
- Horaee A. Jones

!Y. H" Ulartln
- Jack Llnville

Elme:: Slaybsugtr

- Guy Cole
Mar"tl-n C. Ruvane

Roy C, l,{qnn

S. GiLbert Brittcn

Garage and Service Stati-r;--
Tlres, RetaLl-1ng-
Battery Statlon

Beverages (Non Alcoholic J:
Car"bonated, Bottllng and Retai-llng - Joh,n Skie
Water Bottllng

Ruilding Materlals:
Conc::ete Products
l/letal- Roofing

Clothlng fndustry;
I\{ens C].othlng, Betai}ing Jesse Melonerr r rr ( Acldltlqnal_ Acti''re )

Maurice l,feIone

Randall E. L{cDonnell

ili;ili*



CLASSIFICATI0II SURVEY- -'- - Pa

,lonstructi-on Service :
Buildlng Construction
Illghway Constructlon
Archltecture
Carpentry
Gencr.al C ontractlng

Dr;r 6oo6s aud General L{erchanCise:
Departrncnt Stores
Dry Goods, Retailing
General },[erchand.l sc
Varlcty Stores (5 anA 10 cont storos, etc.)
Art Goods

Edusatlon:
Publle Schools, Supcrintcnd.cnt - Rees H. Hughesrr rt Senlor Hlgh PrincipalIt rt Athletlc Diroctor- - Ba11ey Rlckotts
Mustc
Commcrcial Schools

Elcctrlcal Industry:
Electi:lc Llght and Pourer, Ir1fg. - - - CharLes S, Tomlinsonrr r? tr tt Scrvlce- - - Ed.wart T. Hughesrr Reft.lgor.atlon, iiet.i:[achlnes - Gcorge ],{aser
Rad.lo Equipment
Electr'lc Equl"pment and. suppllcs

Engineerlng:
Civtl
Stoam

Flnance:
Banklng- - I"iamy A" Btyant
Capital fnvestments- - George Fox
Savings and Loan Associatlc::.s- 8111 Bcach
Loans
Securlty Brokerage
Mortgagos--: -lllllliarnG.Robcrts

Food Industry:
Baking, Retall
Food and Grain Retal-ling
Grocerles, Wholesaling Joscph L. Shcllman
Grocerles, Retalllng
Frults and Vegetables, ltlholesaling

i,,[oat, Poultry and Flsh Products anc] Dair;r Products;
Butter L{anufacturlng
Ice Cream Manufacturi:rg e-lC Dj.st.rib. - Ed Thompsotl
}/iilk Distrlbutlng- RaF,rond. Car,rpbe
Poultry and Egg Packing
Itieat Retalllng

Furniture, Fixtures and Fu::nlshings:
Houschold, Retaillng --- - llaxv.iei,L ill. i,{arti-n

11

ffiffi
*{i#iffiSiffiC{

a

Vacuum Cleaner, Re

Gas Industry:
Natu::a1 Gas Produclng
Natural Gasl Dlst::ibutin;l

Gover:nment, 1noIlglbIo,

I{air Dresslng:
Barbenlng

Hardrryare:

ttPersons hold-ing elcctlvc or appo1l;:t-j-r.,,:
off icc, for a specificd tirte o:ii.;',,'!

c

Har.dwaro, Rotalllng-

r)

'ii
ii

$
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{rr{aLarrnd.er
Leanlng and

fnd-uCT

Tharon Elam

Les1ic 0, Slvalm

V'll11iam D. Atki-nson
Elmer Colurnbia

llachinery &nd Equlpmcnt:

Donti.st-
Iyc, Ear, Nose

try-

Photography-

Plumbing

j'{ed.icine I
Intcrnal L[edlcine
Surgeon-

l;iorrow
TI6 -?JJqJ

t D. Lucas

a

Yf

A

and Throat-

and" Statione::y:

Decoratlng:
tingn"l11Pf afnS

Prlntlng and. Publishlng:
Nerrrspaper Ad.vortlslng --
JobPrintlng-- ;-

Ed C. Peterson

- w111
- Wa3.ne E.

( tivc )- Hugh F. Reid

Cleon Creelr

'*i.'If^^*^^.l-{^*r

a

ILASEIEJ.CATICI! fjunv.trr- Pa6;e 5.

iIotc1s, Resorts and Restaurants:
ilctcl- II. Vanc BrorYri
Itc s tauran ts
Rcfrcstrment Parlors

Hono::a::y: - C1yd.e i,,1" Ite ed.

Icc and Cold Storegc:
Icc ]{anufacturing
Icc Rctailing
Cold. Storagc - Cha::lcs R' Roter

Instltutlons and Hospitals:
ilospltals- - Cllvc S. l'icGinnis

Insu::ancc:
Casualty-- -l,tillardKohlorrJr.
Ftr.e- - Er:ncst W. Reynolds
Llfo - I{ol}y A. l'lcdarls

Jcvrclry and flmc Ptecos:
Fr"ank A. Pf e 1ff eritctalllng-

Tylor D. Blasdcl
Gus A. Berglund

'i

Real Estate:

I \



Insurancc:
Casualty
Flre-
Life -

Jcvrelry and. Tlmc PLeces:
Rctal1lng-

Lawrd.erlng:
Cleani-ng and Dyeing-

Lavrl

Lumber Ind.ustny:
Rctalllng-
Sash and. Door l.{anufactu-rlng

i.{ac}rinery and. Equlpmcnt :

l',{cdicine:
Intcrnal ]{cdJ-clnc- -
Surgeon-
Dentl st-
Eyc, Ear, Nose and Throat-

I'[usieal Instnuments and ],{erchandlso:

Offlco Appllaneos, Equlpncnt and Statloneny:

Palnting and Decoratlng:
Sign Palntlng

Photogr.aphy-

t Mi"I1ard KohLcr,, Jr.
: _ : : : : : : : : ff:ti;'oT'uH#ilu'

General Practlco - - - Wi11lam D. Atktnson
Corporatlon Practice - - Elmer Colunrbia

Frank A. Pfeiffer

Thar"on Elam

- Leslic 0. Swalm

- N. C. i{orrow
G. W. Hay

- - A1ber"t D. Lucas

; - Gus A. Benglund

* Ed C. Peterson

- W111 Good.v'rin

J. 01eon Creel, Jr.

Plumbing

Prtntlng and Publishlng:
Nervspaper Advertlslng

Real Estate:

Job Printlng- - Walme E. Burnette

Retlred: (Past ,\ctlve)- Hugh F. Reld

I

Rccreatlon
Bands and Orchestras
Billlards and. BowS-Ing
I{otlon Plcture Theaters
Sporting Goods, Rctal1

Rollglon:
Roman Cathollc- - -

i- - IIsgr. Bernard. J.
lilcKcr"nan.

Protestant- - Rev. Edwin SI.
Arnrstrong.

Stone Industry: Quannylnge Crr;sftlpg, J,{onu:rcnts.
Tobacco Ind,ustlry; Cigar }{anufacturing; Cigar and Tobacco Retalling.
Transportatlon: Rallroad Lr-ga1-^--- - 1i'/1111ara !V. Brown

, Supervlsicn- Charlcs Watts
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wWEBER COSTELLO COMPANY
CHICAGO
HEIGHTS
ILLINOIS

MANUFACTURERS OF BLACKBOARDS • GLOBES • MAPS • ERASERS • CRAYONS

September 26, 1936

Mr. Rees H. Hughes, Supt. 
Parsons City Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

It vs ill undoubtedly be something of a surprise to’you to be 
hearing from me from Chicago rather than Sandusxy. The night 
I returned to Sandusky from the vsest coast in June, I had a 
phone call from Mr. Hubbard, President of the w'eber Costello 
Company which, after a series of meetings, resulted in my 
coming here the first of September. It was pretty herd to 
leave my associations in Sandusky as you may well guess and 
I shall look forward to having a good visit with you on this 
subject.

I will keep my interest in the Q-P Craft Company with my 
brother, 11, as Manager end our associations here with those 
in Sandusky are such that we can in many ways work more close­
ly together, chalk crayon being the only competitive material.

Your letter of September 18th has just been forwarded me here. 
Chas. M. Newcomb’s home address is Bucyrus, Ohio, but I am 
checking on this to be certain and will write you the first' 
of next week. The office of the N.E.A. Associated Exhibitors 
couldn’t confirm this today but I will either get it from 
them Monday or secure this elsewhere for you. Newcomb will 
certainly make a hit with your District Rotary Meeting. In­
cidentally on leaving Sandusky, I was made an Honorary Member 
of the Sandusky Club and will probably be taken in here at 
Chicago Heights in a week or so.

Very kindest regards always.

Earle E. Opie 
FP



W A3 WINSTON

October 9» 1936

My dear Mr. Hughes?

I received your very kind note expressing good 

wishes which, I assure you, give me great satisfaction. 

There is nothing that gives me more pleasure than knowing 

that I have the confidence and good will of the people 

of Kansas. That my appointment as head of the War 

Department meets with your approbation is very gratifying 

and complimentary.

Sincerely yours,

Mr. Rees H. Hughes,
Superintendent of Schools, 

Parsons, Kansas.



lk'9 H. * Stark 
SuperiirfceadteBtfc of Schools 
Liamtha, Kansas-

Dear r* Starks

1 as Intimately acquainted with Senator Payne b. 
B&fcuor* and I .am iafcerestod in .his candidacy for 
lie publican nomination for Governor*

I Jpsqsf &f his interest in the program of Education 
in the State and of his friendly attitude toward 
schools and members of the tcaohing profession*

Eomm?0 you knew Mm as a motor of the- Legisla­
ture and because of your position as Secretary of the 
Legislative Cooiithoo of the State Teachers Associa­
tion and hie position as Chairman of the Committee 
m Education in the Senate* you were closely associated 
with his in both tine regular and special sessions of 
the Legislature#

I shall appreciate it if you will write m frank­
ly as to his attitude and interest and activity in 
behalf of the schools' program*

sincerely

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools'

Mi ml
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Ur* Ys ' Liston 
Superintendent of Schools 
Fort Scott, Kansas

Dear ’Jr* Listoni

This is a letter from Senator Mym E. Eatner’s home 
tmm school /w perintendent and written In the interest of 
his casdidanoy -for Governor*

Ur® Rainer attended Washington University in Saint 
Louis whore ho worksd his way thru and graduated with honors ® 
For the past eighteen years he has practiced law in Parsons* 
He opened his office here as a young attorney just out of 
college, and beta built up his practice' until now he heads up 
a law firm that is recognized as ones of the strongest in this 
area*

Sir# Pat so r is a good citizen in our cammnity* He 
is a BKciicr of the Christian Church and for years 1ms been 
a member of its official Board* and for a time taught the 
Yen’s Bible Class* Be has been act ire In may worthwhile 
Civic organisations** Chamber of CoBsxroo* Sfcxuiis Club- 
President, Y. 0* A®, American Lcgion;CosETander, Boy 
Scouts, now member of the Court of honor, etc* Ho h&s been 
County Attorney two terse, and is serving his second tern 
as State Senator from this district*

H© is a good school patron* He Isas two boys in the 
schools and a little daughter not yet school age* Both he 
and Hsrs* Ratner have always been loyal and active in their 
support of the schools* Both, fcatrecbccn active in P* T» A* 
work, and my first recollection of 7x* Rainer was wb.cn as 
a young attorney here, he offered to help our school debate 
team* He has toon the attorney for the Board of Education 
here for a number of years,

HjLg_,leadership^injfete . beg-islature ■■ in the behalf of 
schoolsXis well known through out the Utntcj}as Chairman 
of the ^OoSiittee bri■Education ifTilie Senate®- lie sponsored
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*4^1
lir * V* c List on. Fort Scott

/ f
legislation that not only placed the schools on a no** modern 
bus is of financial support with reasonable State Aid/ but 
which. also* will relieve property of a sizable percent­
age of its tax for schools*

i's lias studied the Prograr.: of lidueation in Kansas* he 
knows the needs s and he has shown that he is willing to work 
for school improve jaent#

Wo know Mp* Batner in this corWajnity as ft leader who 
is intelligent, additions, clligncd with the best interests* 
and i bard worker*

1 aa sending this letter to school leaders through out 
the State because Hr* Batner is ny friend* and because I be­
lieve he will nako a good Governor* and because 1 believe the 
school problems of the State willhave his interest and sym­
pathy and support*

Tours very truly

Rees II* hughes
Sup©r irrtende«t of .Schools

V
RBiiiml

Y
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PARSONS CITY SCHOOLS 
PARSONS, KANSAS 
June 15,-11938

P AAR SO S NCIAR O Superintendent

This is a letter from Senator Payne H. Ratnar*s home 
town school Superintendent and written in the interest of his 
candidancy for Governor*

Mr- Ratner attended Washington University in Saint 
Louis where he worked his way thru and graduated with honors. 
For the past eighteen years he has practiced law in Parsons* 
He opened his office here as a young attorney just out of 
college, and has built up his practice until now he heads up 
a law firm that is recognized as one of the strongest in this 
area*

Mr* Ratner is a good citizen in our community* He 
is a member of the Christian Church and for years has been 
a member of its official Board, and for a time taught the 
Men?s Bible Class. He has been active in many worthwhile 
Civic organizations- Chamber of Commerce- Kiwanis Club- 
President, Y® M. C. A>, American Legion- Commander, Boy 
Scouts, now member of the Court of Honor, otc* He has been 
County Attorney two terms, and is serving his second term 
&s State Senator from this district*

Ho is a good school patron* He has two boys in the 
schools and a little daughter not yet school age. Both he 
and Mrs* Ratnor have, always been loyal and active in their 
support of the schools* Both have boon active in P® T* A* 
work, and my first recollection of Mre Ratner was when as 
a young attorney here, he offered to help our school debate 
teams® He lias been tho attorney for the Board of Education 
here for a number of years*

His leadership in the Legislature in the behalf of 
schools as Chairman of the Committee on Education in the 
Senate is well known through out the State® He sponsored
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legislation that not only placed the schools on a more modern 
basis of financial support with reasonable State Aid for 
elementary schoolsg but, which also will relieve property of 
a sizable percentage of its tax for schools#

Ho has studied the Program of Education in Kansas # He 
knows the needs, and he has shown that he is willing to work 
for school improvements

Wo know Mr# Ratner in this community as a leader who 
is intelligent, ambitious, alligned with the best interests, 
and a hard worker#

I am sending this letter to school leaders through out 
the State because Mr® Ratner is my friend, and because I be­
lieve he will make a good Governor, and because I believe tho 
school problems of the State will have his interest and sym­
pathy and support#

Yours very truly

RHHsec

Rees Ho. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools
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June i., isso

Senator Bayess H. Ratner 
% Kansas Hotel 
Topeka, IZ.Z&Q&

Bear Sfeynor

I believe that the list ofi the attached page 
will cover finite generally the items that school people -iJ 
hop© will he favorably eonsidejrad whos the tins If right.
Bose of ten are mw to yo as yea haw already gives 
then eonsldsmbloa and thought: ,

1 c_. also, attaching a copy of the resolution 
fro® the last utate Barest- Teacher Asoootefclon Convention 
which will indicate soesethlsg of their interests.

As to the Jinrenille Delioqu&ney situation- it 
see.?® to _.\c t there is a great opportunity for sose one to 
adainiataifct* tho State imitations that deal with delinquent, 
youth on a scientific basis, analysis and correction and 
guidance a:ad personal help rather than punishment administered 
by political appointees untrained for the assigJEaents. Those 
unfortunate youth arc the products of our society and in most 
eases have gotten into trouble as a natural result of the 
owwiroiaent and infix-®as© into xmich they were placed* To 
remove thorn iron this enviornnent and frou these influence 
to the right typo of an institution would giro them an op» 
portunity-tc bee cans normal sitiseas and probably in ths long 
run would not only save the child but cost society loss,
I understand that the State Institution for adults such as 
the State hospital for Epiletios in Parsons and the Hate 
Hospital for Imam in Topeba are on a scientifically sound 
hasis*

I te&ix: nothing of the political significance of 
this Juvenilia Delinquency question,in the State* You re­
call that S overaor Tfoodring was interested in it I be** 
Hove apioiated a d amiss ion. to study it and & report ms s&de 
with rcoc tn,'aa5i®ass but I bolter© that nothin.. farther has 
been doss about it. However* it is sueh a rea.sosm:jl© matter 
fij-d is tcim W;  neglected that I as sure that the public will 
lout upon fair c amide ration of it with favor*

RHH-1938-044  p1



-2~

Bayne H* Eatasr- Topeka, Harases

With the interest you have In the educational 
program is the State, it see .a to me that it tiduld be con­
sidered very logical for your Interest to reach to this 
growing group of unfortunate youth that the State is now 
providing for so inadequately#

2 aa enclosing a copy of a letter to Dr. Bert 
Sash, and if if, esrjrecaeB your wishes, mil it on to him. 
He is President of the ISBtttal Hygiene Sooity in the State 
m& lm. had rmmk to say of the subject - of duvoaill© 
DelIrjc|u«Boy arid c program earing for it*

I sm? HatterJohn this morning ana lie promised to 
write to all @®mag&by High 'Schools in the State is your 
behalf* I am sure that will help as he stands high with
that 0*m»m ■

With test wishes., 1 am,

Tours very t ruly

Bees E* Hughes

HIT 1
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I believe the following &ro the most important legia** 
lativs issues facing the schools of the State#

1# Bo-enactaBHt of the present law which grants 
Stats Aid for e lessen tary schools with such 
adjustments as appear advisable after two 
years experience *

2* Extension of aid to high schools which trill 
equalise both coot and educational opportunity, 

fhis should also include provision which 
will solve the present pfcobless of tuition.

3* Suitable plan for transportation of children 
isho live a long distance iron, school.

i* fcnova1 of school administrators both State 
end County from political consideration.

5. A plan for providing free text books on a 
suitable state tilde basis*

• » £ retiro.x-Hfc plan for teachers«

I pledge s^rself to study those items and will support 
legislation which will provide for thea in a manner nost
suitable for our State*

■ is the provisions for Education I desire to work 
with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and 
the Legislative Committee of the State T©aoher*s Association 
as I have don© as Chairman of the Caaaittoe on Education 
in the State.,

RHH-1938-044  p3 (attached list)
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Ilr* Bajmo II* Hatasr
Hatner for Governor Headquarters
Kansas Hotel
Topeka,

Deer Bayne >

1 like your suggestion of having printed the circu­
lar which would be available for distribution to those who 
will bo interested in your school support*

sold include such items as brief statement of 
year platfom relative to eduoation, & fewyswjr roc.:pft *

sample press reports from representative .school people, and 
ii yoa wish it a short letter from m as your horse tors 
duper intondeafc similar to the one -I have sent to several 
hundred people tlirough out the State#

These copies then could be distributed by our re­
presentatives in the various summer school sessions and 
throu h out the State by non in each area who arc work­
ing is your interests • This plan would practically elim­
inate theicost of distribution aid would, also, give a 
number of your friends who want to heIp,something tangible 
to do*

It would:, also, be a means of counteracting the 
printed natter which IbGugln is districting bo freely*

If you decide to get such a bulletin out, 1 hop© 
you will qall on m for any help that you -will mat from 
ao. lwi.ll be glad to' work fron here or com to Topoka 
as you direct*

Sincerely

B: lit

Bees E. I ughes 
Superintendent of Schools

RHH-1938-146



RHH-1938-047



optonber 10, 1030

Mr, fra: k L, Pinot, Georetary 
State Xbaohers Association
fopoka, Kansas
Sear s:makt

Y a ookod me to -writ© you relative to your Kansas 
Utae-ior article in the interest of I,2r. Katnor. I am al® 
m$a hesitant in mkin suggestions to th® newspaper ro- 
pro3ontativc3 and ©specially to you since you know what 
should o in the /Ian.;os Toucher, and how it should appear 
there«

I believe that if the school people do tkoir part, 
and show a right attitude and interest that electing Eatmr 
fcpmraor can prove to »e the greatest step toward school 
iaprovorBut in Kansas that has boon taken in mny years.

You arc wo11 acquainted with the interest r, Hatnor 
has ettoon in the schools » program in hia work in the State 
legislature, and I know of that soao typo of Interest which 
ho has shew toward th© local schools during the years that ho 
anti i kr-.vo lived in Parsons,

You recall that late in the last regular session of 
the legislature, the present Governor publicly urged that 
Legislature to plan to use am and one-half nillion dollars 
for schools .and this to include th® amount needed for free 
tost books, 1 laeliov© you know of if*, itetnor’s stand at 
that tirao, at least the Legislator© Comittoo mm&wrc and 
r, nrkham do,

Bio present Governor did say at that tins that while 
opposed to larger appropriations for schools, ho would not op® 
pose it if passed by the Legislature, ©to. Ratner*a Slfcftto 
Aid rail include high schools, and you recall that school people 
ro.;: that -.rt it, % think Katner has amply shown his
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:r. 1. L* Pinet, Topeka September 18, 1938

willingness to work for the legislative iteias She school people 
miit*

I was considerably set back, and still do not well 
understand your letter after the publication of the party plat- 
form-, since the Republican stateront for Education was almost 
word for word the same as when 1 read it to you on Sunday after­
noon Just prior to the nesting of the Party Council, and at that 
time it seemed to neot with your hoarty approval* It* also, 
includes the suggestions which you had given to the Comfit tee- 
ahead of that time*

Tho Republican platform definitely pledges to support 
the re-anaetoent of the State Aid Lav/, with suitable adjustments, 
which 1 consider a very important qualification, and is not included 
in the other platform, (2) a suitable transportation law, and, (3) 
adjustment of the tuition problems. These throe, together with 
Retirement* are the iteias which the present' Legislative Committee 
has ccsdidered most pres sin;.;, and to which they have directed all 
their efforts.

In addition the Republican platform pledges "Legisla­
tive study” of Retirement, free texts, removal of County and 
State school administration from partisan politics, removal of 
sore of cost of schools from property tax, and remove the ad­
ministration of State Institutions that handle children from 
politics, etc* I realize that legislative study" is indefinite 
and moans little, but specific designation of the issues is signifi­
cant*

Mr. Ratner introduced a text book bill and a high school 
aid bill in 1937> he has spoken publicly for Retirement, and I am 
certain teat he will support legislation for all of these important 
items just as soon as "legislative study" which surely will in­
clude the Legislative Committee of tho State Teachers Association 
and the -State department of Education, will show teat the legis­
lation should be*

I don't think any one now knows teat the right free 
text book law for Kansas should include. L gislative study should 
produce, it* The dune for the other issues. Who knows now how 
to remove State and County Superintendents from politics? Legis­
lative tudy is sound proceedure* The Republican platform promised 
to support everything that we as school people are ready now to 
recommend* I hope that we can be ready to recommend other issues 
by tho time the next legislature meets* Hie Republican platform 
does not make untimely-blind promises for Education, and this, sate 
say Mr* Ratner is prone to do*
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Mr* * L* Pinet, Topeka September 13# 1938

You will note that the Democrat platform for Educa­
tion pledgee to support only continuation of State Aid to "weak 
school district"*# favoring and expressing belief in son® other 
issues, is certainly no expression stronger than "legislative 
study"* Also, promising free texts# aid for high schools, 
etc*# will take a lot of money# and then in another paragraph, 
to promise to use all of the available n ney, even some now going 
to credit of schools, for another group should not appeal of 
school people as favorable or consistent*

I am writing on too long* I seem to be defending the 
Republican statement on Education* I moan it more for explana­
tion, and I still believe it give® Jr* Ratmr and his Legislature 
a dound "plank" to stand on, and should indicate to school people 
a recognition of and a familiarity with insistent school issues*

The important faot to consider# however, is that Mr*
Ratnor is a friend o schools, and will he a "school” overnor if 
w© do our part in providin a sound program* If school people 
really do want more desirable legislation relative to schools in 
Karsa ■ # this is our opportunity to get it*

I don't think it is ever advisable to let politics 
get into tiie Kansas loach,.r, but our interests are at stake,
,¥e have an understanding friend in Rat ner# the most promising 
school legislative program in a generation is possible through 
his influence and interest, while without his influence, it is 
evident that w® are scheduled to take definite loses. You will 
know how best to pass this information on to teachers. I 
think it should be done someway* \

■ / i ' ■ U : ' i/gf : g,\ . V", "" -t ii ...1 g ''
'.TU,;is;.gW: '\U,U:VV; ' , _ . U; ■■■ : h: ~

Sincerely :\ -

u . " f : • ’ : ■ . ' ' ■ \
Rees H. hughes 
Superintendent of Schools

f . ..gt

Rkksal

3WR
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Qfc QfcTEcE  EAcAC

TEACHERS ASSOCIATIOM
F. L. FINET

EXECUTIVE SEC’Y

C. □. WRIGHT
ASST. SECRETARY

315 WEST TENTH STREET 
TOPEKA, KANSAS

Supt. Hughes - 2

school matters. In my analysis of the platforms I have tried to 
be fair to both parties, but I do not think there is much to -write 
home about in either case.

I expect to vote for Mr. Ratner, and I am quite sure that 
every member of my family and al 1 of my immediate friends who are 
Republicans, will also vote for Mr. Ratner. I believe so far as 
the ledger sheets show I have done much more for Mr. Ratner than he 
has done for me. He owes re nothing and I owe him nothing. That 
is the same feeling I have for Gov. Euxman, to whose party I do not 
belong, but for whom I have the highest respect as to his honesty and 
to his integrity.

I am willing to help Mr. Ratner anyway I can personally, 
but officially I am absolutely neutral.

In conclusion let me say that I have learned from bitter 
experience "not to put faith in princes, nor in the sons of princes". 
That is exactly how I regard both the Republican princes and the 
Democratic princes, unless I personally have reason to feel otherwise

I am quite willing that you should shew this letter to 
Mr. Ratner if you care to do so, or for that matter anyone else who 
might be interested in knowing what my position is in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

FLP :0
F. L. Pinet
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GOVERNOR RATNER
on EDUCATION

EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS

TO PROVIDE equal educational opportunity for 
all of our young people is one of the primary func­
tions of the state. That function is of deep basic im­

portance in a representative democracy such as ours. 
Only thru a sound educational system that provides 
equal, proper and widespread educational opportun­
ity for every boy and girl can a government by the 
people be maintained. If we can successfully educate 
our youth in the ways and advantages of democracy, 
in the responsibility of citizenship, in the vital im­
portance of tolerance and freedom of worship, press 
and speech, we need have no fear of the penetration 
or encroachment of any of the totalitarian isms.

The program of education in our schools must 
reflect the characteristics of our society and the 
problems of our people. It must prepare our young 
people to be successful members of that society and 
capable of solving its problems.

We are recognizing that living in an increasingly 
complex society places increased requirements upon 
the individual. He must develop a cooperative spirit, 
social responsibility, self-discipline and a desire for 
achievement. This places an unparalleled responsi­
bility upon the schools.

As the state has grown, it has done so without a 
state-wide pattern for the growth or adjustment of 
our school system. The elementary schools are still 
operating largely on the district basis provided in 
the 1861 law. High schools have been organized as 
the state developed without a state-wide plan. We 
have forty counties in which high schools operate 
under the Barnes law plan, thirty-nine counties un­
der the general county plan, twenty-three community 
high-school counties, and three counties under their 
own type of high-school organization. Many stu­
dents attend high schools outside of their own dis­
tricts. In some districts tuition is paid by the district 
and in others by individuals.

We should re-enact the state-aid law which guar­
antees at least a minimum elementary school oppor­
tunity to every child in the state on an equalization 
basis. We should recognize the need for placing all 
of the high schools of the state on a more uniform 
basis, and this should include uniform provisions for 
tuition and transportation. None of these will re­

quire additional legislative appropriations and they 
are all state-wide in application.

We have already provided a minimum retirement 
security for a long list of Kansas citizens. Many 
federal departments of government provide retire­
ment for employes. Many states now provide retire­
ment for teachers. Such security can be provided 
for all teachers in Kansas without placing heavy 
financial responsibility upon the state.

For many years we have discussed the question of 
free textbooks for Kansas schools. Certainly parents 
unable to purchase books for their children should 
not be required to sign a pauper’s oath in order to 
get these books. I suggest that this legislature con­
sider a state-wide plan to furnish books free to all 
Kansas school children, regardless of the nature of 
the school attended.

I wish also to call your attention to other ques­
tions that are important to Kansas schools. School 
administration should be removed from partisan 
politics. The removal of the state board of regents 
from political consideration or the creation by law 
of a bipartisan board would be a significant forward 
step. If appointments to this board are made subject 
to senate confirmation it would then be constitutional 
to place the state schools for the blind and for the 
deaf under the supervision of the regents. That 
would be a sound and practical step, both from an 
educational and humanitarian standpoint.

The junior college might well play a larger part 
in our educational program, and more of the burden 
for financing public schools should be removed from 
general property. These are not new issues. They 
are important to the advancement of education. I 
hope you will study them carefully with a view to 
definite and constructive action.

Our schools at Topeka and Quindaro for the 
colored youth should be removed from partisan poli­
tics. We should treat them as dignified educational 
institutions and should appropriate for their opera­
tion sufficient funds so this can be well done.

I hope this legislature will consider education as 
one of the major functions of the state and recognize 
that provisions for proper education of all our chil­
dren is the greatest safeguard of our democracy.

From the Governor’s Message to the Legislature, 
as published in the Topeka State Journal, Jan. 11, 1939.
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Governor Faya* katner 
State House 
Topeka* Kansas

i.y dear Governor Sateen

The le isl&liw® cffisatlbtee of the Kansas Stats Teachers Association at its 
mil tag in Topeka on August S reviewed the p,«ii®iimr?f «©rk done by the 
l» isiatlv* acwacll on Senate la*elutions le* H- ft* 82, and id* IB, ait 
we wish to express oar appreciation for the excellent start amtie on the 
work c*t lined by the legislature.

V.e realise the importance of the work the legislative council is doing and 
planning to do, and went you to know that we are willing and endows i© 
cooperate in every way .possible.

The problems involved in codification of the school laws are huge and 
perplexing, tut the laws certainly no®cl codification. Careful work is 
necessary, a# we all realise, to insure that the best present practices 
are protected mi goes idle lapreveiMrata are introduced.

Our eemtifctt decided to drive on a three-point program for 1941, including 
provisions for School Retirement, high School Equalisation in the broad 
sense, and A State Centrals a loner of Education appointed as directed by the 
legislature, ft# hope to develop these proposals in haraony with the reooro- 
m»ndaii<Kts of the legislative »«uil which will be f©rt-hco»i«g by beeesiber, 
ijateriala which we produce trm tlm to tin* will be sent to you and to the 
education Qomlttec of the legislative council. In return we shall be happy 
to receive material which the council develops.

194C

Again we wish to express our desire t© cooperate with you and the legislative 
council to the end that we »y have a stronger program. ©f education in the 
schools of Kansas.

Sincerely yours,

K.-.T, . legislative Gove  itStt 
ess 8* bugle s, Parte ns 

F* U lehlagle, Kansas City
■'-eo* h. Itosiesay, Topeka 
ft. i * foils, At chi am 
». L. %abb» Facia 

b ft* »* . laf-ards, Emporia

itees If* Hugh©#, Gh&lmm 
I*S, . Legislative Gor: Ittee

Adel Throckmorton, Wichita
Chat* F. lawkes, Selina
S* !# Ouster, fafceewsy
Ira 0, Goett, Garden City
R* V. Phinney, lamed
C* 0, Wright, Toieka, Secretary
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PAYNE RATNER
GOVERNOR

November 17, 1939

Mr. Rees Hughes, Superintendent 
Parsons Public Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I will appreciate it very much if you will 
let me know at your first convenience what you 
have ascertained from the school leaders at the 
convention relative to my attitude on calling 
the sort of conference suggested by Mr. Sheffer.

Inclosed is a clipping from the Topeka State 
Journal which contains a statement made by 
Dean Russell after my talk made in Topeka the 
other morning. I thought you might not have 
seen it.

I want you to know how much I appreciated 
the things you said in your talk at Wichita, 
Friday night. It was mighty fine of you and I 
am deeply grateful.

With very best wishes, I am
^7 Sincerely\ / ) \
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Qk MAHISAS STATE
TEACHERS ASSQCBATDQH
F. L. PI NET

EXECUTIVE SECY

G. □. WRIGHT
ASST. SECRETARY

315 WEST TENTH STREET 
TOPEKA, KANSAS
December 84,1939.

Mr. Ree^e Hughes,
Parsons,Kansas.

tfy dear Reeces

Enclosed you will find editorial dealing with the Governor's 
remarks in relation to the textbook situation. I plan to 
publish this editorial in our February issue of the K&N&kS TEACHER.

Please look it over and let me know if you think of any 
changes that should be made in it.

FLP-W.
find. (l)

Executive Secret!
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THAT’S RIGHT, TOU’RS WRONG*" ’

Certain repre sentatives of textbooks publishers who appear to ha?© 

the morale of Eyoorax and the ©himiry of loro, have been by innuendo and 

insinuation surreptitiously panning, Governor Ratner in regard to a letter 

Governor Ratner sent to the Belabors of the State School Corzsissioa under 

date of November 15,1939, suggesting that as fm changes as possible be made 

in the text books list at the present time. These certain book men who by 

no means represent the Guild as a whole run true to Shakespeare’s dictum which 

reads j "Is sharper than a serpent’s tooth is the tongue of a disappointed 

and malicious book-man.* }

Row let me see what the facts in the case are. Unfortunately the press 

of the state did not quote in its entirity the text of the Governor’s letter to 

the School Board oar is si on. These newspapers quoted merely the general ad­

monition that as few changes as possible be made* Any one who is advised as to 

the extreme economic distress of the state will agree to the wisdom of such 

admonition* But the Governor’s letter contained another paragraph whioh set 

forth the need of such changes as might be necessary on account of the archaic 

and obsolete character of textbooks now m the list. The deleted paragraph 

of the Governor’s letter covering this point is as follows*

“Of course, every sincere citizen as well as educator 
is deeply interested in educational advancement* I 
fully realise the importance of the textbook in school 
work, that in many class rooms the text furnishes both 
the outline and content for the course of study* But 
non® of us can overlook the serious economic distress 
which our entire state is facing* For that reason, it 
seems to 25® that no textbook changes should no made ex- 
cept when our children would be actually handicapped by 
continuing the use "of oTTooekT.

Therefore, to those school people who have been disposed to listen

RHH-1939-066  (3 pages)



THAT’S SIGHT, YOU'RE 19BOHG *
* » Page-2*

to sex-tain sons and grandsons of Annaniag and Sapphire, v?o would say 

"That’s right, you’re wrong " ’ She school people in Kansas should hear 

in mind that Governor Ratner is responsible to all the people of Kansas, 

and that when the butcher, the baker, and the candle-stick maker are in 

distress he should help them if such help is in his power* To say that 

in this recent instance he has sold the schools "Gown the river" is absurd*

As a matter of fact there are many things in this school text situation 

in Kansas that are most absurd* One group of critics of the schools who 

are misinformed claim that vast sums are spent for textbooks. This is not true* 

Kansas, as other states, spends about l|$ of its total school expense for 

textbooks. Really this is less than half of wlmt it should spend* Yet 

William Allen White (who was born with knee pants and who still wear's their, at 

the age of TO) than whom the Kansas schools have never, had a better friend, 

falls for this fiction, and Editorially deplores the graft in the contract for 

textbooks. Such a wail is ridiculous as Mr. White would know if ho were 

better advised* Strangely enough the State Highway Commission can let con­

tracts for roads or bridges invoicing hundred of thousands of dollars and no 

protest is hoard but let the State School Board Commission enter into a con­

tract for a fraction of this amount and the ugly head of rumor rears itself*

The truth is that the present State School Book Cormairsioc is as clean 

as a hound’s tooth* It is working with Governor atnor to keep down un­

necessary changes in school' textbooks, and is working with the school people 

of the state through its adopting committee in procuring the best texts 

possible under the conditions which exist* It -dll be reraessfoered that the



THAT’S EIGHT, YOU’RE WROTO » Page-3

children of Moses once had to make brisks without straw* That is the 

situation in Kansas at the present time and has been the situation in 

Kansas, lo, these many years * And so to the school people of Kansas 

who are critical of the School Book Commission, and to Mr. Whit®, in his 

press facts, we will say with equal emphasis, "That's right, you're wrong” ‘ 

The fiddler is doing the best he can. State uniformity is probably here to 

stay even though such a system, does not permit the use of the best books.

State publication is probably her® to stay by reason of the influences of 

politicians wio care but little about the quality of text books, We live in 

a world where we must do the best ws can. Remember that even the children of 

Moses learned somewhere to make passable bricks without straw* This whole 

business of school texts in Kansas is a mess and has been eo since the turn 

of the century* It is, however, better now than it has been at certain times 

in the past* To those that would say that the present laws relating to 

textbooks are all that could be wished we would say, "That’s right, you're 

wrong " J Perhaps the solution is free textbooks, paid for by some 

specific state tax, Who knows ?



L (ConttauedTrom page ±, ------
“You must determine how you will 

^ solve problems in 1 finance, trans- 
J portation and district ills.
’ Must Nurture Those Rights.
, “I am willing to do all in my 

power to assist in achieving for 
Kansas an educational system as 
nearly perfect 'as it is possible to
obtain__The rights of free speech
and assembly, free press and the 
right to worship as we please must 
be nurtured.

“The teachers must guide and lead 
this generation and others. They 
must have a deep appreciation of 
the value of liberty and tolerance 
... .They must have an intense de­
sire to perpetuate the American
system of government__In the
past our educators have held high 
these standards and we look to 
them with confidence for our leader- i 
ship in the future.”

Tells of Two Paris Parades.
A few minutes later, Dr. Russell 

was telling about seeing two parades 
in Paris, one in which 400,000 per- ' 
sons marched away towards the ■ 
ruins of the Bastille. Four college 
professors led them. French school 
teachers are a part of the Com- ( 
munistic organization, he said. ;

The parade came after Dr. Russell , 
had attended a huge open Com- 1 
munist meeting at which the news- j 
paper said 500,000 persons were j 
present. In the crowd were high a 
officials and politicians. Red flags 
were plentiful. There was no 
French flag. Crowds of boys of 
college age marched lockstep, thru 
the crowd chanting “Away with the 
national defense” and “bring back 
the guillotine.”

The day of the Communist parade 
a Fascist parade, numbering 125,000, 
started at another point, he said, 
marched thru the streets. Neither 
group moved toward the building 
in which the French parliament 
meets. Dr. Russell believed that was 
emblematic of the division in France ; 
which accounted for the rise and 
progress of Hitler, the weakness of 
Munich and now the war.

Same as Sheep Achieve.
“France has unity now,” the 

speaker said, “It is the unity of fear. 
That is the kind of unity sheep 
achieve.

Hitler achieves unity thru hate, 
he added.

“I believe that largely is back of 
the hate for the Jews he cultivates,” 
said Dean Russell. “He may envy 
the Jews for their wealth. But the 
hate created against them creates 
unity behind Hitler. Now hate of 
England has been added.”

But fear and hate and similar 
sources of unity pass, he recalled. 
When that happens unity disap­
pears.

Unity Around Three Ideals.
The founding fathers of the 

United States had created unity 
around the ideals of liberty, equal­
ity and happiness. Unitl two cen­
turies ago, they had been consid­
ered impossible of attainment. Then 
men began to say they were attain­
able. The idea spread.

“This little country believed it 
could make the dream come true,” 
Dr. Russell said. “We tried to weld 
it into a system that would work.
It has worked.”
jllgwagf^ited as significant that

«-M
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In his "brief address before the Council of Administration in Topeka on 

February 2, Governor Ratner, than whom no other governor Kansas has ever had, 

has been more friendly to the schools, reiterated his Interest in the public 

schools of Kansas and proffered his assistance in the accomplishment of the 

legislative aims of the Kansas teachers. But he also did more than this. In 

two brief paragraphs In this address Governor Ratner gave the school people 

of Kansas most excellent advice as to hov, to proceed in lerislative matters.

These paragraphs are as follows*

"Legislation is usually a matter of compromises and 
cooperation. Frequently results can be obtained 
only by gradual degrees, for the processes of 
democracy are slow. But, once secured, benefits are 
likely to be more permanent than those obtained in 
any other way.

"An intelligent program setting forth the needs of 
education which can be met through legislation should 
be agreed upon only after the most careful considera­
tion. Once such an agreement is reached, educators 
should present a united front and offer their program 
to the consideration of the proper representatives of 
the people,"

If this terse advice is followed there is no question but that ultimately 

the teaching profession will achieve its lerislative aims,

.F.L.P, >1,
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March 12, 194-0

Mr. F. L. Plnet 
Secretary, State 
Teachers Association
Topeka, Kansts

Dear Franks

X an for the ^editorial”* It is all true, 
and our teacher group should appreciate 
the attitude the Governor is showing, and 
I believe they are, with only a for excep­
tions.

Miss Edna Dean Baker, President of the na­
tional College of Education is the one whom 
Miss Fergusson and I suggested. ,,Te are an­
xious to secure her because of her interest 
in the field of Primary Education, I do 
not know Clara Baker but some of our teachers 
who know both of them seem to think Edna 
Dean Baker is a more satisfactory speaker, 
and if it can be arranged without too much 
trouble, I believe she is the one vie should 
like to have,

I shall talk to Mr. Perkins about the Kansas 
Teacher advertising and report to you later, 
probably next Monday as I am planning to be 
there then.

Yours very truly

Rees II. Hughes 
Superintendent
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PAYNE RATNER
GOVERNOR

STATE OF KANSAS 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

TOPEKA

June 28, 1940

Mr. Rees Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

Enclosed is a letter the Governor has received 
from Mr. W. E. Sheffer advancing several ideas in line 
with the suggestion he made sometime ago about which I 
wrote you. I believe there is a good idea of approach 
in this. We might call in a number of the school men 
on the proposition there is some talk going around about 
the schools giving attention to patriotic and govern­
mental instruction and that probably the public does 
not realize how well the school men have been handling 
this program up to date; that the reason for calling 
some of them in is to let the public know what has been 
done as well as setting up any further program in 
advance of and to forestall any wild ideas that might 
possibly develop. If you think this might be dona, 
would you suggest the names of those who might be 
included in the preliminary meeting. I will appreciate 
your returning Mr. Sheffer*s letter to me.

'Secretary to the Governor
WR:IK
end.
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PAYNE RATNER
GOVERNOR

STATE OF KANSAS 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

TOPEKA
WES ROBERTS

SECRETARY

June 26, 1940

Mr. Rees Hughes, Superintendent 
Parsons City Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dea,r Rees:

Thank you for your letter, and I apprecia.te 
your suggestions. Personally, I am scared of such 
a meeting unless it was a mighty select few who 
would not say anything about it. One thing is, 
as you suggest, current events are changing so 
rapidly no one knows what the next day will bring 
forth. The next thing is that I am not so sure 
the school people over the state would take kindly 
to suggestions for improvement because there might 
be an implication they had not been doing their 
job up to date.

These and some other matters need some discus­
sion, and. I wish you would let me know the next 
time you are planning to be up this way. I would 
like to have a short session with you, and I know 
the governor would too.

Sincerely,

Secretary to the Governor

"Wl/jet
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Mr* ^es h cherts
e/o Office of the Governor ,
State I'ouse 
Tope lea, Kansas
Dear Wes?

This will rerly to your letter of 
June 27, end I aa suggest inf the list on 
the attached page as suitable to select 
fro;- for toe Conference in question*
You vil 1 note the first naoes are those 
rbo ere- c ithcr office: ;1, <: f theBtate As­
sociation at present or have been the 
aoet recant pact presidents » and I an al­
so addin," others .at the end of the list 
who would contribute to such a Conference

T,'ith best wishes, I am,
You rs ve r y t ru 1 y

Sees H« Hughes 
Superintendent

RHH-1940-077  (1 page plus list)



2. F. L, Sehlaglc- ' porintendent of Schools, Kansas
City, Kansas* President, Board of Directors 
State Teachers Association

3, K. ", Pot-win- Superintendent, McPherson, Kansas
President, State Teachers Association

4, Evan S'.Evans- Superintendent of Schools, "'in iold
Past- President Teachers’ Association

5, 0. H.« Marsha:.!, Sup* rtnteudent of Schools, Ottawa
Pa si-President„ State Teacher 2 Ac.r- oci--tion

6, H, '7* Phlnney» Superintendent of Schools, La rued
. Past—President, State Teachers Association

7, TT. T* Ilarlthara, State Supervisor Occupations and
Outdance, Tope ka

8, C. M, "iller, State Director, Yocnfclonal Education
Topeka

9, Dr, W* E, Shef er, Superintendent of Schools,
Hanha ttan

10, L. ", Brooks, Pri cipal High School, Triohita, Kansas

11, E. B. Alhauph, Superintendent of Schools, Concordia

12, K. ■’» McFarland, S perintendent of Schools, Co ”feyville

RHH-1940-077  (attached list)
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Ju3.3. 19, 1U*U

*Qrr.nt, Eees li. i:r.::hes
Ix 'a .",r r. .. X'or: +o -j L,-L tr1!r. U, :

i.: esi:' E eG ; :

I have yeur letter of .Tu:re 2E' I hane not replied to tt
.€s.rLier f,or the reason that I hare been La l{ianesota on a fishirrg bip
wtth my grartdsor., fourteen y@rs of age, rn?ro l$ a Erueh better fishefiEn
and a better ehese pl.ay€r tlraa I am, $:cr whteh faets I groat3.y reJoice.

I note rrhat you cay a.bout yorrr appointrent to the Sbte Eoard
sf Edueatl"en" I oan 6a+r to you frankly that I thirk thJ.s ie a good
appa5.atmeat e"ad. that you wi}L serve Gone:mor Balrror snd his admlalstratlon
afusrably as a m€Bber of the sfu'te Board of Eduoatloa* r was somewlr'at
bwi.S.dered whm. t):is :rattetr II$IBE put up to ae blr Mr. Eoe Roberts, the
Govwnorts seoretaqy, for a*rl"3"e I could sot hoaeetX.y do anybb5ng but approve
your eppstntment, I sas surprlsed by ttre tt:rn thls affalr had takan.

In the ftrst p3"aee tt i:ad neyar oeourr€d to me tlat yeu wou1d.
care to be a arm.ber ef the 8*a*e Board of Eduoatio:1, and in the ceooad
pXe,ee I h&d. a definlte und.orstanding rqC"th Goversor Rab:er regarding thlo
nat*er, expee*ing etther lfr, Gouane of Hutehlnson otr I[r- A1].baugh of
Ooneord.5"a to be appoiuted to th{s plaeen This does not mea:r that I
thouglrt, or th$"ak $ow, tha* e{t}rer of theee Ble3? s'ere superior to you in
thls cor:":c.eetion, and so fer as I kenr yeu wi3"3. fit into this partisular
situstion €quetrly as wel"L ae ef"ther of t}:em. Hanreve,r, there are certaia
margiual considerations.

At one tim.e wtren I tatked. to Governor Raboer he indiee-ted that
he was asbitloue ta hase you r:araed. as head sf one of the state sohoels"
I took him at hie word. ln thi-s eor,rneet$"on aed wsrked on serteia thinge
tl:at I eou3.d do to help briag this about" Siterefore it le dlffi.cuLt for
ree to understand why he should. try to shoo* pne Auck ui"th firo guns, aad. I
mean by *his that if tre trad. the prsper eensld*ati"es of 5rolltioaI re.lues,
he ehouLd lraye seeR that my $.ns$"steneb ef tke appotntmeat of eithor ![r.
Gomne otr Hro .&llbaugit was ba.sed utr)on'a deeire to help hi-re, tlre SoYetaor"
Sv{dcnatl3r he dtd not seo t}rie. Wllgt I arn trying to get at is tba* your
appoinfune*t on the $tate Board of Edtieatlon, w*rlle coru"nendable in every
way, did eltvn{nate fnom the eoaeidoration eentain fr$.endships w}rieh m$.ght
hsve beea ryde i-n Hratshictsoa sfid Coaoordia.

f may be all wrsng,* but it is ::ry opinfc,n ttrat Mr* Roo-qevetr*
w111 be n*mlaa*ed by the }emeens"tt* grar*y, and lf nomiristed. he wil"l ce.rry
K*neas" If so, Mr" Reker will" need alL the friends he es':: hartre* I htow
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Fage Sre.

thet $lr. Bafuer le 'week ln Eutehinso:l, and. f anr of the opirilo=r tthat he
should h.are addltianal suppor* in north*eentraL l(a::sas. In this eeruree-
tie* I vrish to rsal"nd you that eo far sc u*r crva ledger l"s ooneerne&, I
lraye resdered :aore help to Goveraar lendon ard Goveraor Ra.&aer than I he.ve
@yer reeel"s'ed aesi.etance i:r retu.r'n. I also wish to rsatnd you tlrat at
yoltr susseetton in 1952 I had Goverror Iaflder: r:ade chai:sran of the $enate
Sour,rlttee on Edueatioa, whieh is a thlag I thfutk nc cne elee eould aeaon-
pI"ieh" Aleo I slsh to rem{nd }"ou thet f wrs*o the first editorlal sug-
geetf.ng Pa3me Bataer as Gopernor of Ke.$.sasn f bave asked no repa;rueat
for rryself,'. I have tqkm mueh pr:nf"shmffit froxr my ora peopS"e for support-
iag Gavernor Rafuern notabXy 1n the ease of Sutrrt" Riohards of Enporia, aad
othere.

I liJce Governor Ratmer end. aNe dispesed. to help hi.a ln 6\r$ry srey
possibl"e, but I do aot appreei"ate the eireuurLocutioa he has used. *n octules-
tion with thie rc.tb* of the appo,S.nfuent *o t*ee State Board of Educatioa"
When s. rnafi. teLls ne he wii.tr do a eertai& .thittg, I eryeet hirn to do i"t"
Whee he fatl"s ts de thi.s thing, I am d.isposed to hgve rtoeld fe6ttt.

My preeent fee}lng te tha,t the }.edger, so far as Go:rernor
Hatner and I &re eonetsrnd., ie elosed. Ho man ean ask:ny ad.vlee a:ed then
disrogard i.t wltheut l"eesen{ag my arder for his future* 1 do aot like
nsharp praatieeu, e,v@r *houg[i I iad.u]ge in i"t soxietimee ryseLf, It is
my opinion that in pollties one muet be a raaLS.stn the Gowrnor aehie.ved
uoth.$"ng by your appoi"nfuient on this board" fhe $bte Eo*.rd of Edueation
j"e lead.ed wtth mer*bers from sou*heae*ern Kaasas - yourseXf, &r" Delay and.
PreeLdent Erandewbtrrg. Fel"ltical}"y 3"t would have been a far wiser thing
for the Governor to have appolnted Hr* Gosa.as or Sllro A11baugh. My ooavie*
ti"on is he rriLl- need friends ln other seetioae tlren southeastern Karrsas i.n
this coraing oam;:aign, $y api:rlon' ie that your eFpol"ntarent to the State
Board of Educa*ion wilL mean ltttle or nothi"ng to you, eepeeial.lv if there
is a^n oppertrmity to erns you as heed. of one of tite s*a"te teaehers eo3.3"eges.

Flea,se uaderstaJrd my positi-or. f ara stllL for Govornor Baker,
but do fcel keem.ly that hc dld not eonsidw my Judgmeat more seriousl"y than
he dld.

Se far as I ara oorgser*ed, I en glad that you ave en the $tate
Board of Edluoat!"onn if it neans *nything to yon" I have Eo &x to grlnd.
rrlth the State Board of Eduoatioa, or nrlth anyone el-se. I *hoeee to
remain a free Laaee for such brief grer!.cd as I am stlll f"n the pol"itiea1
p{eture. I thtfik f am reesouable enough to reeog:rise thet the sor3.ri. wi.tL
aot como to an enil. whether Goselu.cr Batxier is reeS.eeto& or not, brut lravlag
been rearad in the Seth He3.ts-Clyde Reed. sohooL ef pollties, I do not ap-
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Page Three

preeLate slurp Sractioe, whether it aemes from the Golerl'or or &nyone
eLge.

Ln eonolusion J.et Be assure you that I do approve your
*ppoiaiment to the $tate Board of Educatlon, although f doubt tlre
good Judgnner:t !r the eourse that was taken.

Si:roerrely yorsr

F Pinet

FtP:0

Ci"

?s
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Qk QkTEkE  EAkAC

TEACHERS ASSBCBAT10N
HR u. SBTCA 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE BEC'Y

c* o. 10BNuA TOPEKA, KANSAS
ASST. SECRETARY

July 19, 1940

Supt* Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I hare your letter of July 16. I am sorry I missed you 
when you were in the office yesterday.

I note in your letter you say I have spanked you every so 
often. I think this is hardly correct. I know of no instance in 
which I have spanked you. In fact, I think we have seen "eye to eye" 
on most matters for a great many years. I do recall that we differed 
on the Tax Amendment proposition which came up in 1932. You chose 
your own course in this matter and supported the amendment! I chose 
my own course and opposed it. I think you know as well as anyone else 
that I have suffered a great deal of punishment for the course I took 
in this connection, chiefly at the hands of the Democrats and at the 
hands of Mr. Woodring’s friends. I still believe I ms right in taking 
this course* You probably think you were right in taking the course 
you did. I have never criticized you for taking the course you did, 
in fact, many times I have defended you when school men have criticized 
you for the course you took.

I think I am the sort of person who respects my own convic­
tions and at the same time respects the other fellow’s convictions.
So far as I know the instance mentioned- above is the only time we have 
seriously differed. As the years have gone by there have been times 
in which you have helped me greatly, but I think you will agree there 
have been times when I have done everything I could to further the 
recognition and the advancement which was due you.

As I read your letter I think you are disposed to argue with 
me about Rclosing the ledger". I believe any man is free to close 
the ledger at any time he chooses to do so. Neither shall I argue 
with you about Governor Ratner being a friend of the schools. It is 
very evident that he has been most friendly throughout his political 
career. On the other hand the schools have done much to help Governor
Ratner. It is my judgment that the school people will always be friend­
ly to Governor Ratner. I shall be disappointed if they are not friendly 
to him. However, friendship is a two-edged sword - it carries obliga­
tions as well as benefits, and no one who is really a friend is disposed 
to say much about benefits as he is about obligations.

I note what you say about what the Governor did for me in the 
ease of Markham, Brandenburg, DeLay and Swalm. I take the position
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that while I am grateful for what he did for Markham, Brandenburg and 
DeLay, I assume no responsibility regarding Swalrru I do not think it 
would make a Tinker’s Damn worth of difference whether he reappointed 
Swalm, or whether he appointed in his stead one of the fifty-seven 
varieties of presidents of denominational colleges. I feel in the 
cases of Markham, Brandenburg and DeLay that these were good appoint­
ments, but I also hold that in making these appointments he benefitted 
himself rather than he benefitted me.

I wish you could get the viewpoint that in recommending either 
Allbaugh or Gowans I was playing the Governor’s game rather than my own.
I do not greatly care who is on the State Board of Education, or on any 
other board. Both DeLay and Brandenburg will tell you that I have 
never asked any favors of them as members of the State Board of Education. 
Hawkes will tell you the same. I have grown too old to be interested 
in favors that anyone can do for me. I do want to be worthy of friend­
ship, and live up to the obligations of friendship, but that is about all.

I have reached the place where I think I have been a damn fool 
to ever pay any attention to politics. As you know, I have never been 
a candidate for office, and as I have told you, I have never asked any­
thing for myself from any Governor, although I have been in close con­
tact with all governors for the past thirty-five years. I did accept 
the appointment as vice-chairman of the Fish & Game Commission under 
Clyde Reed, but I did this to help Clyde and not for any preferment 
that might come to me. This appointment did not even caryy a per diem, 
so I can honestly say that I have never financially benefitted from 
politics. I left the Fish & Game Commission as you know when Harry 
Woodring and I came to the parting of the ways.

I think you are disposed to take governors more seriously 
than I do. After all they are just ordinary men - some of them eat 
pancakes for breakfast and some do not. No mail can add to his stature 
by reason of any office to which he achieves. I have known dithh-diggers 
who had more characters than some governors.

I think we had better forget all about this matter. There 
are other things in life which are far more important. For instance 
I am much more concerned in having a chance to reread Thoreau’s WALDEN, 
watch the Alfalfa grow on my farm, and amuse myself with the Greek 
dramatists than I am in getting myself into a sweat to try to elect 
Willkie and defeat Roosevelt. The point I am making is that the smoke 
goes up the chimney regardless of who is president, or Governor, or State 
Superintendent, and life flows on just the same.
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I probably have only a few years left to me and I propose 
to use these few years in seeking serenity, peace and calm, regardless 
of what goes on in the political world.

I recognize that I have said things in this letter, and also 
in a letter I have written the Governor today, which will not please 
you. However, let me assure you that while I do not see "eye to eye" 
with you in political matters, I am your friend personally, and ready 
at any time to do anything I can for you.

Sincerely yours,

FLP:0
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July 19, 1940

Governor Payne Batner 
State House 
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Payne:

I have your letter ©f July 12. I have been unable to reply 
to it earlier for the reason I have been on the road a great deal and 
have had very heavy office work.

I note what you say about the appointment of lees Hughes to 
the State Board, of Education* As 1 tried to indicate to you in an 
earlier letter, or at least tried to indicate to Mr. Hughes, sending 
you copy of the letter, I have nothing but approval of Mr. Hughes' 
appointment on this board, or for that matter any other position to 
which you may choose to appoint him. He will serve you well and be 
loyal in every particular, and will be intelligent in nig understanding 
of any matter that may come before the State Board of Education. In 
other words, will be 100$ appointment.

However, to say that I was not hurt, disappointed and humiliated 
over the turn matters have taken in this connection, would not be true, 
for I had a definite understanding with you regarding this matter, and 
as I see the matter this agreement ms not adhered to. It is true that 
Mr. Roberts asked a© to come over and wanted ay judgment on Mr. Hughes. 
This I gave him, at the same time stating I thought there were reasons 
why Mr. Gowans or Mr. Allbaugh should be appointed rather than Mr.
Hughes* I reminded him of what you had told me one time - that you 
had Mr. Hughes in mind for one of the state schools. Mr. Roberts 
asked me if I did not think Mr. Hughes on the Slate Board of Education 
would further such a plan. I told him most emphatically it would not, 
and that I thought you should appoint either Mr. Gomans or Mr. Allbaugh. 
You, yourself, never deigned to talk to me about this matter.

It seems to me that this whole thing is "a tempest in a teapot1’ 
and that no one has say grounds far feeling badly except myself. I 
am. not accustomed to having my judgment asked for and then discarded 
without good reason* However you are Governor and I am not, and what 
you have chosen to do in this matter is your concern and not min©.

I have known and worked with every governor since Governor 
Koch. My experience with these governors has been most interesting.
One out of the whole lot; namely, your friend and my friend, Clyde Reed, 
has been most meticulous in keeping faith with me. That is why I a® 
for Clyde Seed in spite of hell and high water.
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STATE
YiACMERS ASSOCIATION
r. I_. PI NET 315 WEST TENTH STREET

TOPEKA, KANSAS
EXECUTIVE SECY

C. O. WRIGHT
ASST. SECRETARY

Supt. Rees H, Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas August 21, 1940

My dear Superintendent Hughes:

During the past year or so there have bean startling events abroad and at home 
that have aroused in the minds of all sincere and loyal citizens of this nation 
grave concern regarding the future of our way of life. Many of the factors in 
the national and world scenes directly affect American education and call for 
pronouncements on educational policies and definite plans for cooperation be­
tween the state and nation on one hand and the public schools on the other.

Recognizing this fact, Governor Payne Ratner has decided to call a conference 
of e ducational leaders to be held in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol 
on Thursday, August 29th, the meeting to open at 10:00 a. m., for the purpose 
of discussing ways and means whereby the Kansas elementary and high schools 
and the state authorities can best cooperate in this national emergency.

In arranging this conference Governor Ratner felt that the Kansa.s State Teachers 
Association has been for more than three-quarters of a century the chief agency 
for the expression of educational sentiment of all the schools of Kansas. There­
fore he has asked the Kansas State Teachers Association to choose leaders in 
elementary and high school education who could serve as a group representative of 
the Kansas schools. As executive secretary of the Kansas State Teachers Associa­
tion I am tendering to you an invitation to attend this conference. I hope you 
will accept the invitation and plan to come prepared to contribute freely your 
own suggestions and opinions as to how the Kansas schools may best do their 
part in the present and coming crisis, and how the state may best assist the 
schools in this task.

This invitation is being extended to a group of Kansas school leaders representa­
tive of elementary and high school education, the core of which consists of the 
past presidents of the Kansas State Teachers Association, past state superintendents 
of public instruction, representatives of the present State Department of Educa­
tion, and the leading officials of the Kansas State Teachers Association at the 
present time. Enclosed you will find a list of persons invited to this con­
ference. Won’t you please give this problem some thought? Governor Ratner pro­
poses in this conference, over which he will preside, to try to bring about a 
crystalization of school opinion as to just how the schools of Kansas can best 
serve the state at this time, and how the state can assist the schools In this 
service. That the shadow darkens as it approaches there can be no doubt. Let’s 
not talk so much about Democracy but let’s do something about itl

Sincerely yours,
FLP-K
Enc.

F. L. Pinet, Executive Secretary.
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LIST OF EDUCATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES INVITED TO SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL 
CONFERENCE CALLED BY GOVERNOR RATNER FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 1940.

PRESIDENTS OF KANSAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
(Now living in Kansas, showing present addresses and year 
served as President of Kansas State Teachers Association. )

1939 Supt. Evan E. Evans............................. Winfield
1938 President W. A. Brandenburg, K.S.T.C.... .......Pittsburg
1937 Supt. G. H. Marshall....................  Ottawa
1936 Supt. R. V. Phinney..........     .Larned
1935 Miss Dale Zeller, K.S.T.C....................... Emporia
1934 Supt. L. H. Petit................................Chanute
1933 Supt. C. E. St. John.............................Arkansas City
1932 Supt. Ira J. Bright............................ Leavenworth
1930 Supt. Reese H. Hughes............................Parsons
1929 Prin. L. W. Brooks...............................Wichita
1928 Dean Mary P. Van Zile, Kansas State College.....Manhattan
1927 Supt. J. W. Gowans.... ........... ............ ..Hutchinson
1926 Pres. C. E. Rarick,Kansas State College......... Hays
1925 Supt. A. J. Stout, ........................... ...Topeka
1924 S. P. Rowland............................... ...Hutchinson
1923 Dean E. L. Holton, Kansas State College........ Manhattan
1922 Jess 17. Miley ................................. ..Topeka
1917 Dr. W, H. Johnson........ .......................Lawrence
1916 Supt. L. W. Mayberry.............................Wichita
1911 M. E. Pearson.,.......... ............... ..Kansas City
1905 President T. W, Butcher, K.S.T.C................Emporia

FORMER STATE SUPERINTENDENTS
(Showing years of service as State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and present address.)

1933-1938 W. T. Markham, State Board for Vocational Education,Topeka
1923-1926 Jess W. Miley, 1100 Garfield.............. ........ Topeka
1913-1918 Prof. W. D. Ross, Kansas State Teachers College.... Emporia

PRESENT GENERAL OFFICERS OF KANSAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

President: Supt. Ross W. Potwin.... ................. ......... McPherson
Executive Secretary: F. L. Pinet.... .........................Topeka
Assistant Secretary: C. 0. Wright...... ................. ....Topeka
Chairman of Board of Directors: Supt. F. L. Schlagle.........Kansas City
Treasurer: Supt. V. M. Liston............................. ...Fort Scott

REPRESENTATIVES OF STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

State Superintendent Geo. L. McClenny.............. .......... Topeka
Assistant State Superintendent W. A. Stacey............ .....Topeka

REPRESENTATIVES OF AFFILIATED GROUPS 
(State)

President of Kansas Congress of Parents and Teachers:
Mr* .IflmPR WVr r nnl p ?\T aw T?rr r* 1 n -n H "Rlrlo*. Tot-iaVa
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A u fi u .*31 2 3 , 194 0

Hr, ?. L. Pinet, Secretary 
State Teachers Association 
Topeka, tangas

Bear .'r. Pi net.:

This will reoly to your letter 
relative to the Conference Governor 
Ketner is calling for August 29, and 
.say ths.t I shall plan to be there.
Such a. Conference as proposed has sple 
die’ possibilities.

Sincerely

Hoes II. Hughes 
Super in tend exit

RHH-1940-084



Report 0n

Ti{E GOVEJi}IOBIS COIJITERENC}I O]d EDUCA?lOii AI.ID T]IT NATIO]{,{.L DE!'IIiISE

Topek-a, F'ansas, August 29, 194,0

Governor Pa1-ne Ra"Lner of Kansas in cooperation with the Kansas State
Teachers Assoclation called a special conf'erenee ou education and the
rrr.tional clefenso at ?npe1,a on Augrrst 29, 1940, Thtl represen*ative 1ea<lers
irr elenenta::y and sesc,nCarl/ educabion invited at the cuggestion of the
Kansas State Toachor-': Associati-cn laler$ s*lected bccausr,: of offices they
vrere holciing; or."ho,d fj.lled. Those who attr;:tdcd the conference wcre repre-
santatiyos of thr,' Str,r"i;r: Dcpartracnt of Lilucetion, formcr Statc Sr-rpcrinten-
dcnts, presioents o.f riffilial;st1 1a;i groups, anC pru*<:-r1t r-rnd past officials
of ti're Kan.sas St*.'i;c Tr',rachers A.sscciation" Tlr.6"" irrho wr,rr: abLe to attcnd
the confercncc, whicir me-i; in thc Suprcmc Court Clia:rrbcr e.t 1O arilI" 1^rcre :

Those In
Att<-rnda.ncc
,,1't Confercnce

Governor Paryno,?atncr,'Io1:;c1ca
Glcnn Archer, Si:crrtary to Govern,rr
Evein I" Eirans, V[infie1c1
G. Ii. Mar slxrl-l , Ottavra
DaIc Z<ilIer, Ernpor:ia
L. E" Prrtit, Chanutc
C. E. St. 'Tolrrt, Arkansas City
Irri J. Bright, Leavcn,vortli
Ree s Il. Hrighc s , Par sons
L" nY" Brooks, 'lrl-ichitc.
I,[s.ry P. Yan Zi1e , ],{ank:ttan
J. i{i" Gor,rre.ns, Hutchison
C. E" Rari.cll.r, iluys
Je sg ll',i . i,[ilc;r, Tcpc]ca
T. litr" Eutcher, Iftnporir

Gro. L. iuicClc-mt1r, Topeke
llf. A" Staco;r, fopel,;a
W" T" }larki:alr, TopekEr
Ilr:ss -1',i . Potn';in, l{cPhorson

" Sch1eg1c, Kansa,s City
" Liston, Fcrt Scott
. Blair, iMcPhcrson
. Pinet, Topeka
" Wright, Topeka

Mrs" J,:mr:s Whipplc, Topcka_
R, E. l/lohlcr, Ii[cPhcrson
11" E. Shcffcr, lilanhat'tan
T,lillir,.m G" Carr, ltriashington, D.C.

R.cpre scntativc of N" E" A.

F.L
v" i\/i

J" A
TTT

Govcrnor Governor Ratner ca]led tire mereting to orC(lr and requestcd Supto Ross
Cells Pot^urin, Prcsident o1l tlie Ka.nsas State Teachoi's Association, to sj-t vrith him
lVieeting to at thc chairxianrs table. The Go"rcrnor explained the purposc of'the conferc::ic
Ordcr was to discuss problcns an.d suggest ide.as ri:"l-e-tcd. to'Lhe National Defense

emcrgcncy" tt?he schools must tril:e a lerading part in';hc rcbirth of patrict-
isrn if we al'c to rctain dcnccracy irr thc world ert r"-l-1,rr Tho Govcrnor
suggcstcd. thn-t it j-s his d.es:irc thrt i:hc rovernmcnt and schools shonld vrork
'^-^-hcr for. thc good of thc natlon in thc fines'b spirit of understandingUUgU U

and coopcration, i:ic rcstr.ted his confidence that tho schools v,'i11 do thcir
fu1l part i:r msetirLg the d.efc:nso cnrjrgi-)nclr.

Commcnts By Suil1. !'. L" Schl.ngle of Kansas Cit;y repoi'ted on the netional Cefcnsc
F. L" empha-qis at thc ll. E. A. convention in ir,{i1wr.ulcee durin,q the surcner. rrlt is
Schlagle timc)-y thet the Schools acccl:t the problem of dc:fense" 1{lc must step up thc

tcmpo in ficl-d.s of citizcnship instruction. Through the childrcn wo nl'.)r
raach cvory hone in thc, s';r:tc and brins togothcr thc pcrpctuetion of dq--mo-

cratic thought" This rnust bc dono in lceeping with thc principlcs of
dcmccrac./. rt

Dro'$" G" Carr, Chc,ir::lan of thc Edr,.catione;1 Policics Ccnmission of
the }tr. E. A., wDS introduccd b.y the Gr:vernor and geve a sotrching analysis

Conrmcnts of *he cclucatiorra.l *spcctg of thc }Tational Dcfonse proiTr&m. trThe United
By Statos must bc prcpnrcd to s'Lan,o alonc as thc last bf 'Lhe great d.emocrs"cies.

nr. II"C" Threc phases of thc niitional- prograrr and thcir impact on ed-ucation wcre
Carr Of outlined *s military, ccono:ni-c ai:d mora.l or spit'itur.1 , fn e:r.ch phasc the
Tlic schocls iravo a aefi.nite cc,ntribution. fn thc :nilitLry phase thc schoolst
Eoucationalros:porrsi'bility is (:.) acvctciring rugg;cd hc*1-bh; (2) givj-ng competencc i.n
Policios mccha-nical s}:i}Is; (tr) tnlning in co':per*tivc ability; a:rd (4) dervr:loping
Co:urission intclligcnt loyr"It;r anc. dc,vo-bion to the vrray of democrc"cy. Thc schools tre.i.n

alL thc cl:ilciren of aL1 tlic pocplel and their: urilitar;; rcsponsibility rosts
with the first csscntial-c rcther thr:n.'Lrainil:.g forLtic direct bearing ,:f
arms. In breek-dc'arns cf'cu:'eccno:iric structr.rrc tlio schools have not suffi-
cicnt neans tc solv$ tll ti.c p::otrlcns, but'tlr.cy n-, giue thc peoplc an
cconcnic literaclr tluourgh vrhieh thc problcrts, "r,vith thc *.id of o'tlrcr agcncios
ma..r he solvcd by dernocra'L:ic i:rr;,a::s" The sehooLst rcsponsibility for intclli-Ire!/

gcrit loyr'.1ty r.rus't be dcvcl-cpcrl through an i:itcl-l-igcnt r.:nderstanding of thc
nnture of dcnoci'aci,', its dc--rclopncrnt a::d its im.j.ntcnamcc" This nray be
cichi-eved b.y consistcnt prlrctj.cc c,f }o;rl.lt;'r tc dcnccracy, e,nd. in-Li;11igcnt
cxplora.tion r:f roclr:rs l":r,r thc prc.etice cf l.iviuE ciei,r,-rcri"ticr1ly. 1{o rrlat-ber
how conpletci-y r,rt'm.cd wc i).r'c i-f ,--ru:'ilorll ilefc:risc is lnciri:rf, r,yc erc vulncrLbl
lirt e must cxplorc r-nd- usc the jrossib:-Li.ti<:s cf r,-'v;r'y rcsourcc a.raik-ble.
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Discussioas b17 rnonbcrs of the confc.,rcncr; follorred Dr. Carrls
analysis. ivi.Jinbors etave su6gcstions and tcld of procedures already
in effect, and generally agreed tha'c sc,me defj-nite course of action
shoulC bo outlinecl. Upon motion by F, L" Pinet ar:.d 'seconci by Evtin
E. Evans, the Govei'nor" rrrrs requested'bo appoint a eom:nj-ssion of niner
persons'Nc d-ra1q/ up recomnr,:ndations and to report to thr: conference
at 3;OC ,rtcloci; thc samo aft,:;rn<;on. Vote on the motion was defcrred
until other rnr:rribers ojl'thc confcrencc coulti spenk, but it ro,u's 1rrrt to
votc i::.nd passeci Iator in tiic confercncc"

s,rfc]isTrONS irRo],i TliI ?rL00R

I,Iic nus'b nakc trractj.ca.l , no"L !rhi.losopirical , at'Lo.cks and get
do',,,rt to'uhr; ronl issuo. ti'i'c i;l-rst pool our sLlggesticn..i &s a group a:rC
co:npiLc thcnr as quickly as poss;j.blo" Tho ph;rsical sctup in thc
schcols nc)w incl.udc voea'bio:ta.I a"p;ricttlturr:, pri::tiirg ano sheet nctal
co,.irscso Arranprcnrrnt ooulrl bc lladc so that oldcr boys rn.ight continuc
st,-rci.y for longcl'hou.rs or thc.; sirops mir.ht bc opi:nerl -L:o o'Lhcr boys,
c,liler fircr:I cr N.Y"A. Eroup$. But thc schools nust iravo- noney to pro-
vide Ldditicnal ir:.struc'Lors or ocr.iripmr:nt. Thc school.s :ney take
lcrcr"Ccrship in ci;rrilunity r:rgr.rLizations sctting up councils eind dc;ron-
stratingi thcir sigr:ificant use . Adult sducation progrr',rls in -i.hc co:,r-
nunlLl; sl:oul"c,l bc oxpllnded for o:rc cbjoctilre:, that j.E:, thc pe::petue"ti.c
of CLli:iocrs"cv., lll'c hcrvr: ncgleeterl -Lirc creotionr"l side cf 1oya1ty, The
sturly of l-j-tl,re'c,-r-ro s.llculrr largcly be centcr,-ld rLbcut the idel,lisr.r l:f'
del:.ocr:1c1,". t'or ClcCr,jllo, ttThc, 

i'",Ir.-rr l,r{lthouL c. Cour.r'Crlrtr cc.n we ll bc
str"id.iod" i'..L i'l+:rc or in bock rovic-*r clubs as wcl-l as at schr-rcl" 'Ihe
schocLs ci'irl 1c,:,r.cl. o'il:ei' orga:riz*ticns j-rrtr: si:,ii1ar aetivitrr, A gcn-
crirl r-u1d,lr's'fan.clirg of thc i.cfonsc i:rob1c:ns :aay 'bc cilrr.icd out
thraugh 'Lh.c l-ocrr1 schocls sponscri-:rri; citizcnst cori:ittccs whlch lnv
rlcvcLop r:cl,di.ri;lists, anrl with thc c.l,-cperatlon of servicc crnd" civic
Sr(,llilJS sr1.r!l:r.'1-lilr.o::.'irys'bc:"ic ocnpr.:tcit-L spo:1;ors. Iilach dcp"-rr"tncnt oi,
th<: schi),..,1 proilr*r is rcl,c'-bci dcf i:ii.t,:}y tc thc ccfcnsc t:rogrrJilc T::r

tl:<., hr:al'i;h problclts 'il.:ic tchuols shi;u1ri sDcpera'cc yiitlli existing rrr:Cii-rl:
orgali!,zatio::"s" In e11 tiic problcr,-Ls f;hcrr,- is rcal" nccd fe.r. strito
l eetd ci'shi l' .

rr: l

C oi,r:-icnt s
Ijy \,. .rr"

St. Joiur.

Cr::.,nents
B'v

1," T'i. Broolcs

Ontrrer:r*-.
Il. ' 1rl' rt
uJ t'.

I',.,ar"lchar:.i

fn r"cfr-r'c:i:1Cc -d:r thc statc:lLlnt ti:r:it thcrc arc Sj.x ni1lio:r
pcrsons in" 'chc llnitciL S'br:'i;e s v.rirc al"c 'iout cf stcptr tha schools slx:uLd
ask why" Ccr:tribu.ti:':g flctcrs ha''rc becn tho pruseirt cc,.:nonic sir,;u-
c.E; Jir", uhc .J,,,c.dt,rs cf rJ VCr:I lcrrt ;rni the leclt of 1or,raltv. A11 .f
thcsc cil,jri'rc'u bc laj.c'l- a'L thc rjoor :f' tirc se]:ools.

'l.[io shc"li :tocd- tl co;r.qucr or-rr fcar of thc wcrd indoctrlnl.+;c.
Tlic schotls vri1l. havc to inrjr-'ctrinr:te in tenchii:ig dcsrccracy. N,,w
t.i:at -lhe ]:.ousc is cn firc wc r:ir"rst tal,:c r1-'1- thc shor-t cuts pcssi"blc
anC sct r-rp a dcfc:i'rsc i::r all thrcc ar:pccts sui_:nos'rcd b;i Dr" Cnrr"
Tircrc is tirr"md<':r *.s::;<;1i as iiair,,::. i,.::i'blic hcrizon" rntcl.liEr:ncc iinr.L
enth.r.rsiai;:n aro Beccssnr.,. j-n i;'c"bcLcl:ir-r.g cur prcblcn" A distributi're
as,';igi.Lc:ltn of ccnscriptcd nin sircufu l:c uscd so that ir5-giiJ-y trc,irlcC
yt-'u:]S rileli t]'lir bc placcd r,',rhoro -i;llc j-r sl:il] s e"r:.c1 1:1tolligcnce :.iay be
usc.i tc *ccor:.p1-ish thc :..rcst" The "iiichita scl:.oi;.'l-s hc,vc Cr:.,,q,1,-,,trrU
ti.;.:'cug:li thr ;r6s"1"s ei stro:lg; vocatilni,.l denart:.en-i;, t1:rcing 1g00 boys
in tirc last fi:.,r yilc"rs, alri: n.:t r.vcri-g,; reccirtly of .i.lifty bcys 1v,;.cclc
llr in,:1us'i;ri.rr1- i;le;iti'rn;. Tl:e str.rrlc::its :.r.c teu6h,c ,chc 1a::guarc cf_, in-
rl,"tnt::;;', ir-;lic:"'r:,-'Licit, r,ir:ollc.;ticill drr,"w-inpt, anr)- ho,;r tc rcaci bluc prints
rs vrc-l-l- i:;s *i:ic l-c';r;a-l- t:'rri e ski"l-l o Sta'cc-wicLe -bmcic schoc 1s sntulci
bc os'Labiisi:ed "

Urlclcr "bnc i.q'br.tc Vccnticnal Educati.on Dr:r,artiae::.t -h,ro Cefonsc
sclic:o1s i:-re alr'c;.-1;,r i: cpc::r.,'l;i r-ll, :ii1c in Ka:rsas Ci.i:l anC !:nri in
Wicli:r-tri. Ci-;r:grcss apltrrrirriflbd fu:rcs ancw:bi.ng -bc i)15,000,000 lvl:i-c]:r
lvore r:',aik-: a.",.1''iiabLc witii.,-.u'L l.:i;ching llron Lccs.-!- fr;irc].sr t,: opcral;c
trade anrl techi:.ic:',1 sciri;tls -fo t:.,1--"in r:icn i.lyii-i b:,r.e f'or inriust:"ie s eri-
fS,C'tcd i:l tlr.., r:r"cdU"Ctj-c;n i:f :l:;l.tr,,ri:,---i- fr.,r ir.l"tir::ri:-'!.. clti'ol-Sc" gVcy tlt,_:
c'-u.]:'cry ycciiticnr:i scj:ic'c1ji aro oor;rr:-bi-r:6 cll.,. c.:rc1 nirlhb si-rif'bs,-r.nu
cYrinil]{ Scl:i.r.1e c"r: cr'ir.L7 rorni:.:.g sclro,, 1S hiivr, br:c::. c;S'te,blishCcl_ in thc
vocati-r:::n1. dcpar"t::rc:ii"i;s of ie:l gli Echriols r,rnicl: arc p.r:cf'cssicne)_ly
oquipnc,i, 1',i c :::.ucd- -br,. f o:"iau.La"c lrir i:1a::s and prcryr:i"rs i-:i this fj.e,Lc-,o

.Flqcrt.ffi
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During thc last vrur I rxlcle ripecches cn nLrticnal defcnsc. I
recent1y ehecked these notes and destroyed. them lest my children
read them and realize how mixed I ue.s ln rny thinking. Today r,rre must
r.uatch ti:.aa; we eontinue to think o}early in thi.s smerp:ency. The ta.sk
of the sclrool pec;plc is to keep poisr:. tJ[e mr:st find our rreak places
and attempt to strengthen then rathcrbhan tc makc a croadsides
attack o;r the wholc; problcm. litlc rnust build" up moralo and apprecintic
of the 'rirtues of dcmocracy in tire l.ife and soul of thc; chiLd. 1t[c

nust live so well r:rnd es'bablish so finc an economic lifr. that this
wiLl b<: our strrnEtcst Cefcnse.

}r1r. :ic0Ienny i"n'croduced 1,[r" Callahan, cne of his high school
supervisors wLlc has been wor3elng r:n the outline for an Americ*nisr
Courso. li{r. CalLo"he.n suggestod tiutt thls Lateriiil- :nigirt be incor*
porrr.ted as a part of 'LLre Constitu'bion Course ltow -ba:rght in the
Junior yerrr of the Senior high schccl.. Tiri-s naterial is the ourt-
grov,.bh of cLctir:i-,;y of the "A&erlcnrr Legion i:rld research by the stnte
conurit'l:eo. It will bc revien'cd er.nd. sr-:bjeo'bed to i-'urbher apprcvo"l.
}lr. Cnl1e'i:r.n suggested also tirat thcre r,""ight be anotlier contest in
the Krnsas schools formrrleti::g :rn :.ecoptabl"e rrAmerice'nts Creedrrt
witlr a seb of ency'clopccliae givcvt 'tl "hlrc prize winning school and
publiclftr ovcr thc statc givarr to tirc crer:cI"

Mrs. J*ncs tr'fhipplo, PresiCent cf thc l{ansas Ccngress of
Farcnts c.'r:iC TccLchors, spolcc of tltc neecl for AduLt Erlucation. The
cconcmic sitrration is:rot in tire liands of thel schocrls. The parcntst
respnn.sibili'r;1. shculC be to scc tl1:.t tho child.rcn are obcdicnt, anC
cooperr.iti.YC, f,i&d a:'c rvcl.l-fcd'Lo.relj;). to dcnoerac;; :nqst be taught c.t
homo as rryolI as at school . Paror:t ed.ucirtirn i:r u.ciu.lt oducation
should strcss thcsc things $nd inust be supportcd as a m.luabLc part
cf thc Ccf'cnsc progrrin"

ilc :mrst incloctr,i.iirrte" TLrc L:r"iblic school is predicntcd upiin
thc rcspo.tsibility to {iovci'nmi:'nto lrt ccrtaj'n cc"scs, sot:rc nc;opJ-cr
shcu]rl r".cb bc f'ri:o to eiioosc. Titc sc}:.co1s rrust indoctrinatcr cnd in
Cvory d.iser"r,ssion an'yu.'hcrc thc c;nehr#j"cln nust bc, ItAnof ica nust r,',iiu"'

14tr.; l:rust co,,rertc thc -.,..'ii.-'1,:, chi-1ri" T.l:.irs 111 pli::'.ses of dovelcp-
nont mrrst bc souird.ly bul}t. fhc cn,rtional as well as thc intellcc-
tual nust bo cducatcd ti:, Lhe rr,'ays of derrocratrc life. Cltizenship
training as it -bor"rcJ:es the e:rtire life cf the child r.rust receive
najor er,phasis"

Tl:cre are twl aspecte of c,ur sclution -bo the defense crler-
Sencyo Ono of theil si:.ould deaj. wi'bh ii:r:ied.iatc plans and the o'ther
v,rith long-tine plans. Our ir.rrediati: respoir-eibiliiy to youth is for
guidanco ln the friiilitc:red ancl confusc.d stato in 'rhicl: r:todcr.r:
society iras thror'a: 'bhe.,i. lYe shruld h.avc; scme organized channol ti;
inforn parcnts, 'bcacl:cre ar:ci +;lic pubiia in 'Lh,.: nr:n-hyster.ieal vra.y.
Our job is to rethi::k ail lvo do in schr:oI in rrdr:r'to givc a bet-bcr-
understandin8 of todays prciblerls and thc snlvap;ing of deu.ccraey.
Tc c,"o this jcb we must stert with prcsc:rt fa.ciLi-bics"

1\le nus't broa.derr cur pragrsJxo T,l: nust placc thc r:nplmsis
on r,'!'hat deurcerac;,,r rncai:so The ccor:c:ric situatir:n :rust bc adjusted.
'.lnd its il-ls rradlcated. In cur brcad.cr p:.ogroii we shculd bc train-
i.r"g seili-slrj.lLcd r:ie:r to hc skii-led in thc irc;y industrie so

lttle have alro';.iec rrirility (manl-iness) to ebb. Too many of us
take our athletics by proxy. lieaC rfThe Inner Threat, Our Ovrn
softnessrr in i:Ie.rpu:rrs for septerrrber. rt s&ys ?re have too nrrch pgas-
oLine, s'Lad.ia and luxu-ry. inie nrust not keep on trying to pump
acade:nie studies 5.nLo ru.pils..r'ho can be bettc:. equi-pped for life b;;
another tlpe of eCucation. Frir'i1y, lifc, gcrrcrnment an<i schr:oIs mu.s,c
alike'be strenirthonod"

Wo must accclrt the chslLci:.ge to
to mcct probLons cor:rag*orraIy, Tic nrust
call.

trlhe not tho easy road but
capltalizc idoalL i s,m vrhcrr i;,t<,'
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fhc sehools niust be placcd on the charging and not on the
defcnsivc sir1c. lffe must g;ct r:n 'uir,: constrr.rctivc side and rocgin
oui' rcr.l rrorko Offcr as mclrly coura{ls as prae'Lica'l , tcach spcci-
ficr.lIy: nccrl*d. skil"l i:: bo'r;h Tho sseondary a;rd adr-rlt program. TtIc

rni-ght nra.kc a lriclr-off in tcrieinrl cclurs<-:s for thr: two-tirirds of our
youtli"lCro dc not e;o on to ccllegc. Thc schooLs ncod not takc'r,he
blane for all of coe:ietyrs i1Is" t'k; arr-: a"Irec.dy rloing *nd have
been dcirrg rnu.ch in this d:ircct lir.c. Tiirctircr vrc get ntorc noncy or
not vre v;iIl-:'ir,-.ct th* prescnt neods as bcst lve oan.

Tirc seliool a.nd the govert:nsrrt ml:-st coopcratively do solrc-
thing spcc:i-flcs.1ly" Tfc nr:ct considcr ,rrirc't d,cfcnsc lrcr,ns to ti:c
.0':rc:'iclrr *rery of 1ifc. C]lariutc, l.i-kc rntrinficld rinrl V,lich.ita, has bccn
conducting a vocationll tra,.ln5-ng prorirl:a in i'Ls rcgula.r school
courf,e. T1:is wlth citizcnship trainlng wiil .iu.r:::.ish od.ucetional
cf.fort for n.r'tiona.l- dofcnso"

Thc probi-cm of the onc 'ucacitr.;r sc]:ool ]:.as not yet 'been

broirgh'L un. T;c ulust dovclop a statr:-widc progra::r that will con-
sidcr these :'ura-|" 'sshool-s crs 'uelI as the urben cni:tcrs. Ir,[atcrials
f'rr thc usc of rtrrel sehools rnus'b br: dcvcloped.

1lfllen our students cnroll th:is fall thoy will bc fc,cing
defcnsu servico, a3td wql mrlst knoiirr hort- tc, acLri'ise thc:1, Yc.utll is
distru'bcdl an<l the schiols nu,st be rcacly to cifcr them guidencc.I[c
nrust dcfi:lo crlr courso cf' rrction" Our progriln shoulcl be placcd
beforc aL1 thi; tcachers; rrs a suggcstion, publicity rury be carricd
in the KAi.ISAS tEACt{flR.

Citizcnship is a good deiil_ i.rcro than a school study; it nu.st
be raade a uB."/ cf living. Our schools nust be donocratic institu-
tions to givo deirocrcr.tic citizonship training. tr'fc ::rust neet the
necds cf tho houro

If Anci'icLn.is:rt is riqiit, -filliit; is -m"o,:i_1 wi.i:tr iniicci;r.inatlng
it? iryIc hevc hc,:n tr:c ru:ninclfi:l cf j;hc rn-lil.c of d.cnccrrcy nnd too
Lf rr,id tc cxirru::s j.'t.

Thc Govcrnor read a lc,ttcr 1p611 gi:pt, A. G. scr:roerlerncicr
of Dodge City oxprcssing intcrest iri thc r:ceting arld offering ilre
support of 1;hat school slrstclr to plens dcvclopcd for nr.ti_onel d.e-
feirse. i{r. schrocderr,rcicr t.i1d of the ci'uizenshi.p p}'oiTrarns in his
schools ir':. gradcs .four, fi-ve and siz;.

1-he Covcrnlrr eallc)d, upon Dr" C*rr to sr.;:rurarize tho clis-
cussiori oi' the :.iorning, and his conLents in outline follow:

The schooLs of the United.,gtates are in"rolved i_n a progran
of nationaL defensei invol.red deepl1,", not superficially. It
reaches right into the roots of educational theory and praetice.
Prob1em.s will- be solvcc, not in the authoritarian wa, but in Ure
Americen tracition" state leadership arrd stimulatioa are the
beginning of any prc{rem. Locai gciiools must exc,'cu-Le .bhe program.

Intelligence and emotion arc both involved, The new
Germany lLnd ft.r11' rcjeot rationalism. Thr:y consider. in'bellectual-
isn a vreakncss and action on1-r' acln,irabl-e. Ths.t is verbar intoxi-
cation" 'i,Te rau.s'l; develop the spark of the intellect in cach pcrsono
thcre must bc j"ntel-l-ectual apprecietion of d.crcocracy as well as
emotional- strengthcning.

Tho confcrcnce hes shornrrr. that therc is a great desirc for
wa:yrs and means r:nd some of the suggestions arc as follorrrs: (1)
ISroadcn tkie prograrl to incruclc adrrf i:s; (2) cr:lcbrate ancricein
Edrreetion w;ck -.i[ov. 10-16, crq;hasizing thc therne, ttEducation for
tha connocn r)cfenoe;rt (3) nxtcnsion of vocational edr.rcation-, e spac-
icr11y in thc inclustric;s of dofense r:rnil others,,,rhich aro a11iec1 , suclt
as, home rnaking, and nraking adjrrstraen'b in inclustr.y or business to
the trbsence of men r';ho sre calii:d for military scrvice; (+) uoucate
tcachers to mcot the problcrns of tire ncw profirrJn through spccial

I
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mcctings or study groupsi (5) Dcvr:lop e curriculum in citizerrship
eclucation closely rclater1 to problcms of tode'yi (6) Broadcn
oconornic education for bcttcr socir.l functicning; (Z) fnpnasizc
student parbi.cipati.on in school anci eonmuniLy life, (B) Dcvelop
contu"ct with prcss, :uovio, radio, and servicc and civic clubsi
(9) Obscrvc sitizcriship rccognition days--inciuctlol ccrcmoni.cs
must nct bc ell"owod to bccomc ar: cnpty ritual, but must bc an
oducational cvunt kept froc fron corune;rcial catcrpriso; (fO) ttrerc
must be no vri'bcli-hrmting. Accordi:rg to Mr. Mohlcrts warning, yrc

must hopo tLrat rronc cf us writc thin,gs now r.vhich in ton ycarc l'ra
will rvant to burn. T[e do r:.ot sent to dcstroy our dsnocretic i:r-
stitutions through the gr.risc of protccting ther:; (11) Thc citizon-
ship str"rdy rndc by thc N.E.A" in ni.nety of thc bost secondary
schooLs in thc Unitcd Sta"tcs lister thc best practices noi,(r in usc.
This report will bo a'railablo $oon arrd should bc cf vrlueo

0ptix.i.sn nnd confidonce in thc sshoclst po"st a.nd present
proccdures must bc maintaincd. Ihcy arc an e:caliplc of dcnocracy
and its accr:r.rplislurcnt. Thcy are i'bs finest cxanplc and its
surest dcfe:nsco Ksnsrs is the first state tc cei1l such a confor-
cr:r.ce &s this and the Nationr-1 Education Association vri1l ralatch
tire e:pcrinont with oonccrn. 'f',Ic should. liko sufficiont ccpics cf
the report to distribute to all states.

At thc clcse cf thc mcrning sossion, thc noticn r"lade
earlj-er j.n the ncotii:.g for the c-ppointmer:t oJ'n ccrr:ission of ninc
to ca.rry ftrrlnrd thc work of thc confcrence and to reporb at an
afternoon scssion was carried. Govcrnor Palmc Ratncr appcintcd thc
follcvring ai:d c.djourned. thc confercnce turtil three olclock: L.1.{.
Broolcsl Evr.--i E. Evl.ns, Rees H. Iiughcsr S. T. Ivlarkhanr, R. E. L{o}rler,
F. l" Schlo"gle,l$. E. Shr:ffcr, !iri;. Jancs flrhipnlo, and C. 0. Wright.

APTERNOON SESSTO};

A Prograr,r
Ilr Cutline
Is Drafted

Supt. F. L. Schlaglc scr"rod as chairmon cf tho comrissir:n
and C. 0. lYrigh'b as bccretary"

?hc Go',rcrnorts Co:nnissiol, tfter considerablo disoussion,
drafted ai: cutllnc prograri to prc;ent for the ccnsidcra'bion of thc
conforence. The prcgrcJrl'!vas d,iviciecl into two parts: an ir:rneciiatc
progra:r. on Edueation and the National Defense, and a long rangc
progran. These wcrc drc.vun up in topical outline forn with the ai-n
cf futurc cxpansion and filling in of details" Tho prograrxs follow.

T,I:IEDUITE PROGttA]vi TOR EDUC]I,TION .IND THE NATIONAI, DETENSE

t r'Io catiouc.l Trainirg
&r An increascd ininediate attention to vocational

courscs irftich have a defir.:.ite beo-ring on national
dcfenso, such as welding, shost :irctal work and
auto-nechanie s.

b. Hcarty coopcratioir with the occupatioi:al_ trr-rining
in schools that is ncr,'r being spcnsorecl by thc
national govcrir::rcnt "

Adult Educc,tion
Specirl c:;rphirsis to bc given to

a. Pirblic Fcr,..r'rs
b. Night Scircrls
c" Thc; tceching of apprcciaticn cf tho blcssings

of libcrty.
d. TraiTing for nvoiding hyster.ia. i:t pcriods r:fcrlst s.

20

th,.; Gcvcrnr:rrs Cc:iu:issiln on Educaticn and thc Nati,_.na1
Dcfcnsc which vrr.s naned at thc morning ccnfcrcnce net at a lunch-
eon dovn::.tow:r a:id thcn at 2 clclock in thc suprc::re court chanbor c;f

Irficeting of thc Capitol. ?hcsc prescnt rrcrc:
Coru:li- ssion on
Education and L, 1[. Brooks, -'.ifichita R. E. iIchler, ],{cPhcrscn
The National V[" G. Carr, ifashingtcn, D,C, F" L. Sch1aglc, Kansas City
Dofensc E'rirn E. Evats, Slinfi.cld ',{" E, Sheffor, }t:iiha'btar:

Rees H. ilughcs, Parsot:.s Ulrs. Jancs llhipplc, Topcka
tr''L T. ilfarkha;i, Tcpcka C" 0. l;'[rigi:t, Topcka
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3o In-service strrdy ancl discussiorl of educetion ancl the national dofensc
by tcacher groups.

Pa:nphlots 'urhich .,-re now bcing issu-ed by the Erlucati.onal Pol-icies
Conr.rission, The ;k:erican Cormcil on Education, tho Anerican Youth
Con::rission r:,nd othor agencics are armilablo for studlr-guides for
teachofs. It is proposcd tha'b tcachers throughout Kansas bo cn-
couraged to orga.nizc study groups to aid i:: nr"king the schooLs rnoro
offective in the prograr: of ns-tiorral dofense.

4 a Eneouragor*ent clf s'hnti:-lvide cbservation of "furorico.n Education Ifock,
Novenber 10-L6, 1940

?he thone of the vreckr trECucati.on fcr the Conrrron Defonsc,tt sorvcs
to Link the schcols, thc patriotic organizations and the cor"u:runity
in a study of defenso problens in relation to ocluoation.

I,oNC R$,JGE, riiocEd',,I roR Epuc4Trqg g Tlp rygTroj{,* DEryNSE

L. Econonic Educa'bion
Special c'Ltcntlon to modornizing; thc curriculLm in the light of
econornic dofe;nse necds'

C ivic Erlucation
Spccial attcnticn tc,:

rLr Teaching an undcrstanCing r:f Cenocracy.
b. Off'r:ring; prr'.oti-ce in denocratic livin;; through studant

govc r:-""rirent, stu.dent n"ct i'ri t i c s, r: tc,,
cr Dcvclt;piirg lc.rr;i)-t;y tc. dcnccracy through sehool instruction,

asseilblics, c.cIr:bra,ti"n ol' ircliciays, and obscrvancc of
eitizc;nship rccognitir:n deys.

3. IleaLth Ec'lucation' De-trtIoping ph1,si"o, education ancl. her.lth prograras in thc schocls.

4" Cultural trnd Moral Educatio::
Maintaining and enlarging bhc offcrings of thc schools in rclation
to the culturrrl hcritago nnd, thcr norll-spiritual rm.lucs of our
socicty. Coatinuecl attentio::r to school prograr.is i.n nusic, art ancl
literaturc "

report the Go;-i;rriorr s Cor,,r::rissicn rcccivcd. gencral approval
in the cliscussion that followecl its presontaticn by Chairr,Tan Sch1a61e.
ft was gencre"lly ai:recd that thc schools should contribute as oxtenslvc-
1y as possiblc i:r the progran. cs announceci and'bhat tho cnphasis woul"d
bc on using proscrrt facilities to attain as many objectives of eduoation
and the national defense as possible and not on the need for additional
fund.s. It was poirrted out, lrowever, that the school.s of the state shouLd
be ready to cooperate with the national governrnent to use all of the
fed.eral money that is avaiLs.ble for the defense program. The possibiLi-
ties of expanded activities in connection with government agencies such
as the $I.P.A. and the ll.Y.Ao wore rnentioned.

It was movod by Supt. L" H. Potlt of Chanute and seconded. by pr.
I[. E. Shoffcr that thr: Govcrnorrs Comndssion on Education and the
National Defonsc study the rulcs and rcgula'bions of thc Snith-Ilughes and
other federal vocational acts wi.th cr vi"ernr to enlarging vocationaL as-
pects of defense eclrr.cation in K*nsas. Mr:tion carried.. (See Note at
close of Report.)

It wers moved by Supt" C. E. St. John of Arkansas City and soconded
b)r L. H, Petit that thc Inr:ncciintc Program and the Long Range Proixram as
submittcd by tho (iovernorrs Corrmission on Educa'bion and the National
Dofenss bo acccptod, and that the Com:nission be continucd and authorizcC
to function ancl carry forward the purposcs of thc ecnference. Motion
carried

Dr. Ce.rr at this point complinented Gcvcrnor Payne Ratner for his
patriotic and cducationa.L interos'c in calling thc conference, and the
school lcaders on attendi.ng thc meeting. He said bhis wo.s tho first
conference of lts nature.. crLlod in thc nation, r:,nd lcerd.ers ovcr the
country would viratoh tl:c progra"In as it devt';Iopod ovcr the months a"hoad,
Dr' Carr asked to be kept inforrned of thc progrcss mad.e in Kansas on ed-
ucation and tho nation*l dcfensc, u&ich ire irras snrc woul,d develop from
the conferonco"

Discussion
Of The
Report

To Study
Provisions
0f National
VocationaL
Educati<itr

Governor t s
Commission
Report
Acceptcd and
Ccmrnission
Continucd

Dr. Carr
Commonde
Governor
Ar.d
SchooI
Lcadcrs

Governor Ratncr It was moved by Supt. C, E. St. John of Arkansas City and soccndcd b.
Ertended A Prin. L.T[. Bror:ks of 'Flichita t]r*t th<,. conference express its cippreciatiot'r
Vote of to Governor Ratner for his intcrest in education a:rd thc rra'bional defense
Approciationiand for his lnitiotlve i:r ealling thc confcrenec'
For Callin6 foiltidri66

t



Goverrt<>r
Ratncrt s

C losing
Rcmarks

Ncxt ltlteeting
0f Conrnission
Septanrbcr 14

Dr. Shoffcr
Tc l"[akc Study

The co;:ferenco, so tlie Sovcrnor st,atud, h.ar1 not just talked
but had takcn d-efinitc action. It hrid refutod thi: chr,rrgc that
pntriotism is r,. lost quality. Thc schoofs are acocpting tho challcng<
of the prosent need and o.rc showing ti:.at tlrcy cre roacly to keep on
mceting corrununity neods. The schools, bh.e Govcrnor. 1.rarned, face *
roal problem in kr:opi"ng th,:ir sharc of t]:e tax-fu-rrds cspecialLy
needed now in th.e inportant dofenso work vd:ich the schooJ-s must do,
The scht:ols mrrst intorest more citj.zi-.rnst groups in thoir program in
ovory scction of the stlte.

Thc Go'.rernor pointed out that it nighl; bc nr-,cessary for thc
schools to drop somc of Lhe things thoy are noly doing to assr:me
the ncw tasks c.f'scr:rico i-n thc hou-r of nationrl. defcnsei Hc also
strcsscd thc r:riod for' :.cal citlzer.sih-r.p training which .r.rill support
thc demoerlitic s;;ster,t of lii'e irnd i:;or;'ernf,tcrrt.

Govcrncr RrLtncr eloscd tho confercncc by urging that evory
chilc1 i'rho pnsscs thrrugh tho schooLs of Kansas be equi.ppecl to anslirt:r
by bhc civj.c life tre livos thc qnesticnsrtvrhat is Dernceracy? why
is Demoeracy?rr t4lhat cur denocracy is and vfiS-wc sherish it-muFt-b,;
taught in t-vcry schooL oi'Kansas. rf the sohools prescnt a stronp;ttwhat anc whlrrr prcffram in respect to ce::rocra,cv thc public urill l:now
that thc sohools arc coopera'bing ir: meotir:.g n:rticnal defonsc

::::::".ies 
in a ds:rooratic wa.v.

Repor*t .of tho C-onforence by:

,,{".. ,, , ,..t/ li i. -- {'., ? / / ( f. i,i :. , ./ti- ;-.-.,'
Glcnn Archer, Sccrctary tr-, the Govcrncr

C . c>, (d._,*l_i,:l

C. 0. I,irighb, S/""tJry tr: thc Commissicn

The conforenco closed w:i.th a eo:r.c1ur1:ing word froin Govornor
Ratner. Anong other things, he thar:.ked those who attended for
tlropplng tireir lrork and spondi:ig er d*y in Topoka on tlie discussion
of th.e vibal questio:r of natio::al dol"'ense, He e:xtended a word. of
appreoiation forLhe sorvicos of Dr. Yl'. G. Carr of thc ild"ucational
Policics Corn:ri:lssion of the NationaL lirlucation Association who camc
frcirr California i;r: attend the mecting. Thc G'ovcr:;ior cxplained
tha'b hc caLled bhc eonforenoe beoause ho fclt schools could offer
inracdiato and lolr-'hi-no contributj-one to thc defcnse prograrn and that
he "rrras arrxiorrs th:r"b thc schools in thj-s perlod rnainbain the public
confidence and displaSr r,"n active Loyaltv to democ::a.c',r. Thc Govcrnor
pointed out that tire schools crr::;. the $ood will of the people of
Kansas and that 'bhis conf idencc nuoL bc reintained.

At o. post-conforencc sessic;n. of bhe Govcrnorts Cornmission onEducation s.n,d the Nirbicnc.l Dofense it was docidod to have a neetingof the cor,*rissic-,n rt the ccpitol in Topeira cn saturd.ny, septembcr 14,at 10 a.m..

supf. lff. E" shcffor of L{anha'btan r,r-as roqu.ested to sturiy therogulations applying to vocational erlucation in Kansas and to conmun-ica-t.; witLi the Klr:.scrs Diroctcr cf Vocr_tional Education, C. M. lvli11cr,for thls purpcscl . It rr.s strggostcd also that Dr. Shcf'fer secure in-fr-.rrnatj-r>n on bhe vocstior:.al rc;;ukrtions in sister statos tc se.o ifo'bhcr n'yctluos for fcderal assistn:rcr: for vocaticnal eCucatio"-*igf.tbe nvallable for Kansasr



September 25, 1040

Mr. Carl Igel
Superintend ant of Schools 
Miime&polie, Kansas
Fear Yr, I gel s

I e,7i «ritiag this latter as Saperlnten- 
4sat of Schools in Governor Payne Batner* s home 
to-;;-., ami for t!i purpose of urgia-’ his re- 
election as G-ovorncrr of our State.

V • ' ' -■ V ■ . .. ... V. . - "

Mr. Beta or oar. a to Persons as a young lew 
yer, just out of college vlth debate experience 
and liiaeSlately .began holpLIig our- school debates 
Thru the years .siaeo,fep has been oet-lve in our 
Boy Scout program, our Parent Teacher activities 
and ha3 bean attorney for our Board of Pducetion

Of course, you ’"now of his work: in the 
3 on a to es Chair. an o" the Ydrrrtion Committee , 
end of his leadership in securing passage of the 
UCiiuoX Aid Lar. You proY bly know, too, thet 
since he has become Governor, he has said re­
peatedly that he considers Education the wost 
important function of Government, and this he 
has also proven by his attitude and action.

I hope you have had the opportunity to 
read, the statement for Education in the Repu­
blican platform. It is Governor Hatner’s state 
sent and it shows very clearly his relationship 
to and understandin of the program being spon­
sored by the Legislative Committee of the State 
Teachers Association.

You will note also'in comparing the Party 
Platforms, end in public addresses that the Bern- 
cratie candidate promises to take away from 
schools the "residue” of the Sales Tex. This is 
direct evidence of e lrck of understanding of 
the school financing and would produce unfavor­
able results in every school district in the 
State.
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Hr.Carl If.el- ; 2 September 25,1940

All school people rant Social- elfare pro­
vided for adequately ear decently, but no one 
vho is familiar with school finane in in Kansas 
??ill advocate its bein' added to the school 
property tax, nor far too hi■ h.

I hope you rill support Governor Retner 
for re-election. He is & man of character and 
ability, a splendid citizen, and a pood Gover­
nor. Also, no nan in public life in the State 
is so cell acquainted with and is so friendly 
to the program of the schools, and as school 
people so need his protection and his continued 
leadership.

I mm writing this letter to a number of 
school leaders through out the State whom 1 
thins vill be interested in the testimony of 
the Governor's home torn Jupo intendest, and I 
sm doing it in the interest both of the Gover­
nor sad our school program*

! Sincerely

Rons r. Hughes 
Superintendent2HH ral '
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Educational Planks in the Party Platforms
Analysis by C. O. Wright, Director of Department of Legislation, Public and 

Professional Relations, K. S. T. A., Topeka, Kansas

THE PLATFORMS of the two major parties for 1940 contain 
educational planks that will meet with much favor from all friends 
of the Kansas schools. The Republican educational planks, as will 
be seen from the statements on this page, are more extensive than 
the Democratic planks. The Republicans employ more rhetoric, go 
into greater detail, and are more specific in announcing their posi­
tion on education than are the Democrats. This is characteristic of 
the parties throughout their platforms, and the Democratic pro­
nouncement is very concise — in keeping with the wishes of the 
party’s candidate for governor, who stated that he "wanted a plat­
form short enough to remember after the election.”

EDUCATION IS NATIONAL DEFENSE
The Republican Party quite properly calls attention to the rela­

tion of education to our democracy in a period of national defense. 
Education is stated to be "one of the major functions of the state.” 
Universal education of "all our children is the greatest guarantee 
and safeguard of our democracy and future well-being.” This 
statement of the responsibility of the state for the education of 
children will meet with general approval.

DEMOCRATIC STATE PLATFORM 
1940

We favor progressive school legislation, including provisions for 
fair and reasonabls salaries, teachers’ retirement, free textbooks, non­
partisan election of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

We favor the payment of all moneys collected from the sales tax, 
except that amount allocated for school aid, be paid as a cash 
pension to our needy, aged, blind, crippled and dependent children. 
We favor the repeal of the present law which places a lien or claim 
upon the personal property or modest homestead of our citizens.

REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM 
Education 1940

The Republican Party again affirms its belief that democracy’s 
first line of defense is the program of education in the schools and it 
will continue to sponsor legislation needed to improve that program.

We shall submit to the voters for their approval in 1942 a con­
stitutional amendment removing the office of State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction from partisan politics.

We pledge our support to a complete recodification and unifica­
tion of the school laws.

We shall support a state-wide retirement law for school employes 
which will be consistent with the financial ability of the state, and 
which will contain provisions patterned after the best of those in the 
teacher-retirement laws that now prevail in eight large cities in Kan­
sas and more than half of the states.

Pursuant to a former pledge we have studied the question of free 
textbooks. Our study has convinced us that all school children are 
entitled to have textbooks furnished free, and we favor providing 
free textbooks on a basis that will be educationally and economically 
sound.

We propose that money needed to finance these measures be 
taken from the unused balance of the two-and-one-half-million-dollar- 
fund now earmarked for school aid.

We consider education to be one of the major functions of the 
state and believe that provision for proper education of all our chil­
dren is the greatest guarantee and safeguard of our democracy and 
future well-being.

TEACHER WELFARE, SCHOOL RETIREMENT
The Democrats favor "progressive school legislation” and un­

der this bracket include "fair and reasonable salaries” and "Teacher 
retirement.” The Republicans pledge support for "a state-wide 
retirement law for school employees which will be consistent with 
the financial ability of the state, and which will contain provisions 
patterned after the best of those in the teacher-retirement laws that 
now prevail in eight large cities in Kansas and more than half of the 
states.” The two parties are thus pledged to enact a school retire­
ment law in 1941. Two years ago both parties had planks which 
promised "a study of teacher retirement.” The study has gone for­
ward through the work of the legislative council during the past 
two years, and the parties in their declarations are now ready to act. 
On the basis of the platforms of 1940, the teachers are expecting 
the legislature which convenes in January, 1941, to enact a law pro­
viding for state-wide retirement of school employees.

NON-POLITICAL STATE SUPERINTENDENT
The Republicans wish to submit to the voters for their con­

sideration in 1942 a constitutional amendment which will remove 
the office of state superintendent of public instruction from partisan 
politics, and the Democrats "favor the non-partisan election of the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction.” The teachers have 
been working for a Commissioner of Education to replace the state 
superintendent, one who would be appointed by a responsible non­
political board. The platforms recognize the theory back of the 
proposal, though the term employed by the teachers is not used. 
The name, "Commissioner of Education,” carries the new concept 
of a professional officer, selected by appointment rather than by 
popular election, an official who can promote continuous policies 
with some guaranteed tenure, and who will be free from irritations 
and handicaps of political life. The Republican plank is more 
specifically in this direction, though the Democratic plank is not 
inconsistent with the proposal of the teachers who wish trained and 
continuous state leadership in education.

THE SALES TAX AND THE SCHOOLS
Both parties take stands on the sales tax and the schools. The 

significance of these planks can be understood only when a few 
facts are known. Approximately $10,000,000 are collected annually 
from the 2 per cent sales tax which was levied by the 1937 law. Of 
this sum approximately one-fourth was ear-marked for the schools 
under the elementary school aid law of 1937—that is, $2,500,000. 
By the formula of this law, however, the schools have been receiving 
less than that amount by direct aid—to be exact, only $1,927,829 
for the year of 1939-1940. This leaves a balance of approximately 
$600,000 in the sales tax fund originally designated for the schools. 
Social welfare receives directly from the sales tax approximately 
$3,600,000. What is left in the sales tax money constitutes a residue 
of approximately $4,500,000 which has been distributed to local
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taxing units for reducing general property taxes. Since schools 
take about 40 per cent of the local property taxes, school 
treasurers have received approximately 40 per cent of this 
residue money, which properly considered, goes to tax­
payers in the form of lower property taxes and not as aid to 
schools. However, if the school districts lose the 40 per cent 
of the residue, local school taxes must be increased that 
amount or school budgets drastically curtailed.

The Republicans do not mention the "residue” of the sales tax 
money, but "propose that the money needed to finance these meas­
ures (retirement, free texts and new school code) be taken from the 
unused balance of the two-and-one-half million dollar fund now 
earmarked for school aid.” Incidentally this unused balance of 
nearly $600,000, in the opinion of school leaders, would probably 
be sufficient for the purposes named. The Republican Party in pro­
posing this plank is consistent with recommendations of the teachers.

The Democratic plank in respect to the sales tax is not so 
favorable. The party platform says, "We favor the payment of all 
moneys collected from the sales tax, except that amount allocated 
for school aid, be paid as a cash pension to our needy, aged, blind, 
crippled and dependent children.” Do the Democrats mean the 
$2,500,000 earmarked in the law of 1937, or the $1,927,829 which 
the formula of the elementary school aid act gives the schools? 
This plank must be viewed with concern by all school peo­
ple. As to the residue, the Democrats favor taking all of approxi­
mately $4,500,000 for social welfare. As previously stated, if the 
school districts lose their 40 per cent of this money, general property 
taxes must be increased that amount, which would be a struggle in 
many districts. If general property taxes for school purposes 
could not be raised, the only alternative would be retrench­
ment in school budgets. This plank in the Democratic platform 
may be expected to meet with the opposition of school leaders.

SCHOOL CODE
The Republican platform pledges support to the new school 

code which is being drafted by the legislative council in co-operation 
with the state department, the Association of County Superin­
tendents and the Kansas State Teachers Association. Since much of 
the work on the school code is being done by Democrats, it may be 
assumed that party is not opposed to the developing code, but left 
it out in the interests of brevity.

FREE TEXTS
The Democratic Party lists among the school legislation it 

favors, the provision for free text books. The Republican platform 
calls attention to its former pledge to study the question, and 
announces that "the study convinces us that all school children are 
entitled to have textbooks furnished free.” The party favors "pro­
viding free textbooks on a basis that will be educationally and 
economically sound.” The educators of Kansas are willing to co­
operate with both parties in arranging a state system of free texts. 
The Kansas State Teachers Association Legislative Committee has 
appointed a sub-committee on free textbooks composed of Supt. 
F. L. Schlagle, Kansas City; Supt. W. E. Sheffer, Manhattan, and 
Supt. W. M. Richards, Emporia, which is ready to offer professional 
suggestions on this subject.

CONCLUSION
The most outstanding feature of the 1940 platforms, in com­

parison with those of former years, is the positive expression of both 
parties on the subjects of school retirement, state superintendent, 
sales tax and free texts. Both parties departed from a practice 
which had become far too common in past campaign years, that of 
"referring for study.” The points advanced in the platforms have 
been studied for years and the parties displayed real political and 
social wisdom in expressing positive endorsement of educational 
proposals.

—Reprint from "The Kansas Teacher ” October, 1940.
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What Other School Men Say

"I wish to take this opportunity (even
though I have supported the Democratic
party in the past) of expressing to you my
personal appreciation for the fine attitude
you have taken toward educational ad-
vancement in Kansas and I want to
assure you that the educational plank in
the Republican platform meets with the
whole-hearted approval of the people of
f{ansss."-George C. Stevens, Principal,
Clay County Community high school, Clay
Center, Kans.

"Contacts over the years have more and more
convinced me that Governor Ratner is a
genuine statesman who is concernetl that the
activ;ties of his office shall make the greatesf
possible contribution to the publ'e welfare.
X'he Governor has been a real friend of public
education."-A. G, Schroedermeier, Super-
intentlent, Dodge City Public Schools.

"f want personally to thank you in
behalf of the boys and girls of Jackson
County for the interest you have i.n our
schools. Your interest is manifested by
your leadership in a Safety Program, by
your National Defense Education Com-
mission, and by the School Aid Law as
sponsored by you. We know you are a
friend of education."-Ralph A. Patterson,
County Superintendent, Jackson County,
Past President State County Superintend-
ents' Association.

"Governor Batner's support of a constructive
legislative program for etlucation is well
llnown, antl school leaders can depend on his
Ieadership and sincerity. The school-aid bill
has been a life saver to many Kansas schools."

-Newell Terry, Superintendent of Schools,
Goodlantl, Kans.

"Evidence is available to show that
Governor Ratner has done more to
advance Kansas educationally in the areas
where needed than any other person who
has been governor of the state. Education
has a real friend in Governov !l2fng1."-
Ira O. Scott, Hays State College, former
Superintendent of Schools, Garden City,
Ka,nsas.

F,,.ld or
KANSAS SCHOOLS

Throughout the Years

Governor

PAYI{E RATI{ER
Re publ LCan

"The Preservation of Democracy
Tomorrow Eests With the School
Children of Toilay."

"Good, Goaernruerut Is Gaod, Politics"

-Pa1ne Ratrusr
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19 4A RepublLCan Platform

EDUCATION
"The Republican party again affirms

its belief that Democracy's first line of
defense is the program of education in the
schools; and it will continue to sponsor
legislation needed to improve that program.

"We shall submit to the voters for
their approval in lg42 a constitutional
amendment removing the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction
from partisan politics.

"We pledge our support to a complete
recodification and unification of the school
laws.

"We shall support a state-wide retire-
m'ent law for school employees which will
be consistent with the financial ability of
the state, and which will contain provisions
patterned after the best of those in the
teacher-retirement laws that now prevail
in eight large cities in Kansas and in more
than half of the states.

"Pursuant to a former pledge, we have
studied the question of free text books.
Our study has convineed us that all school
children are entitled to have textbooks
furnished free, and we favor providing free
textbooks on a basis that will be educa-
tionally and economically sound.

"We propose that money needed to
finance these measures be taken from the
unused balance of the 2{ million dollar fund
now earmarked for school aid.

"We consider education to be one of
the major functions of the state and believe
that provision for proper education of all
our children is the greatest guarantee and
safeguard of our dem'ocracy and future
well-being." 

_
This Eepresents The Yiews Of

GOVERNOR PAYNE RATNER

On Major Statewide Needs Of
Kansas Schools

ON

Govern or Payne Ratner
Has Been Active in Advancing The Best

Interests of Kansas Schools

Throughout the Years

Statement frorn Superintendent of Schools
in Parsons, Gov. Ratner's Ilome Town

"I write this note just at the beginning
of your campaign to wish you success and
pledge you my best efforts in your support.
You have been a good Governor. We school
people appreciate especially your leadership
and activity in the school program. Your
interest in schools has been well known for
years to those of us who.live in Parsons,
and it has been gratifying to note the
growing recognition of it all through the
state."-Rees H. Hughes, Superintendent.

Staternent About Payne Ratner, Nov. 3,

1939, by Dr. Williann Russell,
Dean, Teaehers College,

Columbia University, New York City
Made after an atldress by Governor Ratner before

Ilansas S,tate Teachers Association.

"f arh not accustomed to governor"s who
talk like that. Thank God we have got a
governor like that. Thank God for the
school system that produced him."

A, FBTEND OT'EDUCATION

The sehool people of Kansas owe a debt
of gratitude to Senator Payne H. Rafner of
Parsons, Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Education in the 1937 session of the
Kansas Legislature. No one in the 1937 session
of tlle l{ansas Legislature was more vitally,
more sincerely, or more honestly interested
in educational improvement through legisla-
tion than was Senator Ratner Unceas-
ingly he worked for the enactment of the
State Aid 8i11. He brought to this task
understanding, sympathy, brains, enthusiasm,
and other qualities which statesmen always
possess, but which politicians sometimes
overlook. What a fine thing it would be if
one of these days Kansas eould have as
governor such a man as Payne ll,atner.-
Kansas Teacher, May, 193?,
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Tuesday morning

Governor Payne Batner 
City

Dear Payne:

Just T note this morning to tell 
you that you have been a good Governor, end 
to say that we shall have confidence in our 
democratic form of government so long as men 
of your ty->:- rill continue to essu r the 
leadership.

Win or lose in.today's election 
your record ait the character of your leader­
ship will cause you to be recognized as one 
of Kansas outstanding Governors and statesmen 
We are proud o? you!

Sincerely

RHH-1940-090
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lESIS ASSOCIATION

l E SE IA OCT 315 WEST TENTH STREET
EXECUTIVE SECY

c. o. NWHRXU TOPEKA, KANSAS

December 3, 1940

Supt. Rees H. Hughes 

Parsons, Kansas 

Dear Reess

Enclosed is an editorial I have just written 

for the January number of the KANSAS TEACHER 

regarding Doctor Rarick's appointment on the 

State Board of Education. I hope this edi­

torial will not displease you and your governor. 

I have, as you know, only nine months more to 

live and during that nine months I propose to 

do what I can to play your governor’s game, 

even though it may not please our good friend, 

Mr. Richards.

Sincerely yours,

FLP*LC

RHH-1940-091



A GOOD AJPPOISTHBNT

In appointing Dr. 0. E&rick, president of Fort Hays Kansas 

State Collage, as a ®@muer of the State Board of Education, Governor 

Ratner has again acted wisely, for this recognition is richly deserved 

by the institution Boo tor Riurlek represents and is also richly deserved 

by Doctor K&rick as an individual, for Dootor iiariok is aora than 

merely one of the outstanding educational leaders of Kansas. He is an 

institution. For many years his voice h&a bo® lifted up, in season 

and out of season, in defense of she Kansas schools. Just as Dootor 

Rarick's father was a circuit rider traveling the plains of western 

Kansas half a century ago in the cause of religion, no Doctor Rarick 

has been an educational circuit rider for many many years, championing 

consolidation, improvement of rural schools, and too bett resent of 

educational facilities in ©very typo of school in Kansas, from a sod 

schoolhouse to the institutions of hi dr, or learning. Doctor K&rick is 

not only an educational liberal-ut an educational liberal whose 

leadership has been marked by rare wisdom and deep insight Into the 

educational problems which rise in & democracy. Here Is another 

white mark for Governor Rainer1s friends to chalk up on his score

F.L.P.board as governor
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Inaugural Address of
Goyernor Payne Ratner Janunry lE
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Inaugural Address of Governor Payne Ratner

TT IS no light responsibility to assume the administrative direction
tr of any branch of government at any time. In these days when

segments of our civilization are plunged into the flaming abyss of
war, when frameworks of government must be changed to fit chang-

ing times, when an aura of uncertainty and confusion prevails-it is

even more challenging. Yet, girded by a supreme faith in the ability
of our Kansas people to rise superior to whatever circumstance con-

fronts them, I accept my duty in the spirit of one who would walk
humbly and serve steadfastly.

For almost eighty years, Kansas has been something more than
merely a unit in the sisterhood of states. It has represented a state

of mind, a body of lofty ideals, a leadership that, sprang from the
hard-won experience of those who have faced difficulty at first hand

and who have not winced. The tragedies of its early years-even
before statehood-when it was torn by dissensions that came from
passionate differences of opinions have enriched its character and
left to all succeeding generations a precious legacy. Kansas. has

seen its domain expanded, has put to use countless of its native
possessions that lie richly upon and beneath its surface, has stably
upbuilt its institutions-always struggling against handicaps-and
has established the Kansas family home as a citadel of security,
democracy and enlightenment. Poets have thrilled at its beauties,

sweet singers have told of the glories of its sun-lit plains sweeping

away into infinitude, of the templed majesty of its hills-yet Kansas

has not been one given to vain boasting. It has recognized its errors

and shortcomings and striven resolutely to overcome them.
During the past two years while serving as your governor, it has

been my unswerving purpose to give Kansas an administration of its
affairs consistent with its growing importance as a sovereign statc,

and with due regard for the difficult problems that have ariscn. I
have sought and secured the counsel of many leaders learnccl in t
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variety of fields, and have endeavored to adapt their wisdom toward

a solution of our pressing social and economic puzzles. I am deeply

conscious of the unselfish cotiperation toward the cause of good gov-

ernment that has been offered on every hand. I, too, have been un-

sparing of my own time and energy. While I realize full well that

mistakes have been made, and that many of the policies adopted in

good faith have fallen short of the mark, I have been only too happy

to make my personal contribution in the firm hope that a proper

sor* of public service might be rendered to all groups and sections-

and that justice, as complete as human fallibility may accomplish,

might be accorded to all classes.

Perfection is always a relative term. Kansas has attained many

fruitful achievements-yet there can be no doubt, in the mind of any

thoughtful citizen that the struggle toward the heights must be main-

tained. True accomplishment lies not in easy contentmenb with t'he

present but by the exercise of initiative, persistence and courage in

the unfolding pages of the future. Therefore, today-as we face a

world lashed by brutality and tumult-it seems wholly fitting to call

upon the citizens of Kansas to re-dedicate themselves to our com-

mon task in fulfillment of a common destiny.

If this were a statistical compilation, it would be easy to relate

the mundane possessions of this state in the terms of agricultural

and mineral resources, of industrial enterprise, of loyal labor, of

location, of climate, and of health. The Great Benefactor has be-

stowed an opulent abundance upon our Kansas. But the challenge

of the present calls for something far surpassing such recital-for a

restoration of that closely-knit fidelity to proud principles which

moves mountains. Kansas is a land of pure bloods; it has never

been sullied by the infusion of decadent racesl its people have been

accustomed Lo gaze upon far horizons; factors afiecting its progress

have been mainly wholesome; the misery of congested centers does

not threaten it; the corruption of the criminal and the racketeer is

seldom known; in Kansas there are few extremely rich or extremely

poor. Here, then, in this vast crucible lie the human elements which

offer our most glowing hope. "The fining pot is for silver, the fur-

nace for gold." Kansas, by fusing its human excellence with undis-

mayed spirit and fortitude which have been outstanding character-

I

I

istics, will find abundantly present the precious metals so needful in

the grim tasks ahead.

I am profoundly assured that we of Kansas, cradled in this "home-
stead of the free," desire above all else to keep our state government

on the basis of the true representative form. It is unthinkable that
this people would wish to follow off the strange gods begotten by
degenerate doctrines somewhere present in the world which have

abolished human liberties, denied Deity and brought only the
shackles of oppression in their wake. In Kansas we are free to think
and speak freely. \{'e shall remain that way. Neither in the realms

of politics or of government itself shall there be any restraint. Hun-
dreds of our young men are now shouldering arms-presenting a liv-
ing bulwark between us and grave perils-and their welfare devolves

upon us, as far as we can give it. Many of our aged and other
citizens are in need and distress through no fault of their ownl their
plight requires our thoughtful care and attbntion. Between these

extremes lies a maze of matters pressing for action. Whatever de-

cisions are made will come through common counsel and by the
people speaking through their own freely-chosen deputies.

In the approaching period of economic upheaval and turmoil, it is
possible that the American way of life-so dear to Kansas hearts-
may be threatened, for mad dogs of lust and cruelty have been

Ioosed in the world. Kansas, lying in the nation's center, has been

proud to offer for national defense the products of its fields and
mines, the skill of its craftsmen and the rugged strength of those to
carry arms. Kansas would keep unfettered that land "whose arc ol'

sky has been darkened by no war hawk." There is nothing in Kan-
sas "to feed fat the pessimist, nothing to alarm the timid, or to makc
ashamed the loyal-hearLed." But here again we must exercise con-

celn. Kansans, as well as others of our countrymen, will doubflcss

be called upon to make sacrifices, to take shorb shrift for a timc, to
set aside luxuries for needs. The summons, crystal-clear, falls uporr

our ears as men and women for a searching and a re-dedication oI
ourselves as individuals. The moral fibres expand only in singlc
hearts and "The Way" to broadened life and service opens ahcad by
exemplification of the simple, and yet superb, virtrres.

The footsteps of the true-hearted have been rniglit,y in Kansns

t4I t5l
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ovcr Llrc llcctiug ycrtrs. Wc of Llris gctrcrtl,ion srr,lut,o tlrosc wlro lr6vc
wrought the achievements of the past, but it is also.oltr high dutv
and privilege to emulate their courage and devotion. We must
pledge ourselves to establish the work of their hands and to strive
unceasingly that this prairie empire attain an enduring eminence-
forged from the stuff of dreams. The real glory of Kansas, the
flowering of its civilization, the aspiration of the pioneers-lies
ahead. It will come to pass because in the composition of Kansas
are no cowards or sluggards. Here we view the world with no sense

of detachment, for we are "involved with mankind," seeking always
a sounder and more perfect government and the assurance of con-

ditions that will bring to pass man's age-old desire for Liberty,
Justice, Peace and Pursuit of Happiness.

Causes creating chauge in the world days ahead have struck in
the "mid-dance of pulsing life." That we will go along no more as

we have gone there can be no doubt. Perhaps we ourselves are re-

sponsible for some of these causes-and we must manfully bear that
responsibility. But whatever the reason and whatever the outcome,

I am confident that we of Kansas will march through the portals

of the new regime-heads high and hearts stout, with a spirit and

zeal that brook no fear.

PRINTED BY KANSAS STATE PNINT]lIG PLANT

W. C. AUSTIN, S]ATE PRINTER

TOPEKA !O4I
t8-7271

@

t6l

I





RHH-1941-102  (3 pages + note clipped to front)







i

i

'{e.
L'r ^u\-\.

r0lttht.

It rill r.qplr. abgut
to make the larr operatlve. I'o11

i,;'.t" i:.hi?.EIr rryhl.oh 1o61sate the gr
as ls represe::tod ln thig neasure"

threa nnd oue-half (3*) d*!.'futs*i;i,,:-,,
orlng are sone facts, PrePared
oat aaed ln Kattsa6 far some

{
r! T

i
t
1

t
t

I

\t

\

*r$

'r*

\

il

{

\

\

RHH-1941-103RHH-1941-103



January 17, 1941

Senator Wilford Riegle 
State House 
Topeka, Kansas
Dear Senator Riegle;

I have just read the list of 
the Senate Committee assignments. School 
people over the State will be happy in 
your appointment as Chairman of the 
Educational Committee, We have con­
fidence in your leadership.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent

RHH:ml

RHH-1941-104



DODGE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

DODGE CITY, KANSAS

A, G. SCH ROE DERM El ER

January 18, 1941

Hr. Rees H, Hughes,
Superintendent of Schools,
Parsons, Kansas.

Dear Mr. Hughest

I shall he glad to accept the invitation to attend the dinner meeting at 
Hutchinson on Friday evening, January 31, which is sponsored by the IT. T. A. 
Boy Residence Center and Mechanical Project. The work being carried for­
ward in these projects should be most interesting to public school executives 
as there is need for close correlation with the public schools. I shall be 
happy to be your guest at this meeting.

Concerning the part of the school code, which relates to the high school 
finance measure, permit me to say that I went over the preliminary draft in 
the form of a mimeographed copy which was distributed on October 1. At that 
time I made several suggestions and I note that these suggestions have been 
incorporated in the regular report to the legislative council under date of 
December 14, At that time I was particularly concerned that in section 
72-3003 as written in the mimeographed report, that the wording ’’high school
extension courses” be retained as it now appears in the original law. My
purpose was to make sure that junior, college teachers as well as high school 
teachers would be used as the basis for fixing the county high school levy.
If you will examine your mimeographed report, you will see that the wording 
"high school extension courses, if any” was stricken from the section. The 
printed report under date December 14, on pages 200, 201, and 202 now contains 
the wording which will include the junior college.

On page 292 of the mimeographed report of October 1, there were two new 
sections which, in my judgment, were very important for the law. In studying
the printed report of December 14, I am not able to discover these new
sections. Instead, on page 207, section 120, there is a reference concern­
ing the junior college which seems to be most important. This section, in 
my judgment, injures the law since it restricts the junior college to the 
county in which it is located and makes no provision whereby an adjoining 
county can co-operate, even though it may desire to do so. The sections in 
the mimeographed report on page 292 should have been retained. These sections 
indicate that junior college students residing in the county should be treat­
ed as high school pupils. It then goes on in another section and makes 
provision for adjoining counties to also arrange for the junior college 
pupils to be treated as high school pupils. As near as I understand, section
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Mr* Bees H. Hughes - page 3

120 in the printed report does not make this provision. Instead, I think 
it infers that junior college pupils can only come under the law in the 
county in which the junior college is located.

I realise this proposed high school law is rather complicated and it may he 
that I have overlooked that part of the law which would permit junior college 
students in adjoining counties to come under the law, if the authorities in 
their county preferred to have them do so.

The junior college communities should have a meeting at an early date to 
consider this law and arrange for our support of this measure, providing 
we can remove some of the restrictions which seem to he placed on the 
junior college.

I shall he glad to here from you further on this matter.

Very sincerely yours.

it* G. Schroedermeier, Supt.

AGS sea
cc/Mr. Amos Glad

Mr. -0. 0. Wright
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tannery 20, 1941

Mr. A. G. Schroedermeier 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dodge City, Kansas
Dear Mr. Schroedermeier:

Following the receipt of your let­
ter this morning, and also one in the same 
mail from Mr. Liston, I am writing to Mr. 
E. A. Funk, President of the Junior Col­
lege organization. I am suggesting to 
him that some of the time be given in the 
meeting in Hutchinson for discussion of 
the Junior College legislation, and, also, 
that he appoint a Committee that will be 
prepared to lead in the discussion and to 
follow the procedure through the Legis­
lature .

Sincerely yours

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent

RHH:ml
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Qfc I
TiAEMItS ASSOCDATD0KI
F. L. PI NET

EXECUTIVE BEC'Y

a. a. WRIGHT
ASST. SECRETARY

315 WEST TENTH STREET 
TOPEKA, KANSAS

February 3, 1941

Supt. Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

Enclosed find 
on Governor Ratner. I 
first I wrote was No. 1 
to print one of them in 
which one I should use. 
No. 2, since it is less

two editorials which I have written 
have marked these "1” and M2". The 
and the second was No. 2. I want 
the KANSAS TEACHER but am not sure 

As I think about the matter I prefer 
personal than the other.

Please read these editorials and return them to 
me, letting me know which one you think is preferable.

Sincerely yours,

F. L. Pinet
FLP:0 
Enel. 2
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February 4, 1941

Mr. Frank L. Pinet, Secretary 
State Teachers -Association 
Topeka, Kansas
Dear Frank;

1 like both of your editorials, and 
I think probably because I read it first, 
number one would be my preference. Either 
however will do the job, end I think will 
be generally appreciated by everyone con­
cerned* Surely those you read the Governor's 
statement on Education in his message to the 
Legislature are convinced that he is s real 
friend tf the schools.

It might be well to re-print his state­
ment on Education in the Kansas Teachers, es 
a greet majority of the school people through 
out the State, probably none outside of the 
large cities and those on Wright's mailing list 
have not seen it.

With best wishes, I am,
Tours very truly

Rees B. Hughes
Superintendent
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Manhattan Public Schools

Ma na htnPPnub hlicSos�cs�cs�

���t�����b ���h�h

March 26, 1941

Mr, Rees Hughes 
c/o C, 0, Wright 
315 W. Tenth 
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Mr, Hughes:

The carbon copy enclosed is self-explanatory,
I think. May I make this additional observation for 
emphasis. If the Senate would accept Mr. Converse's 
proposed changes, then while the Senate would be 
working upon the bill his mind would be free for 
thinking about the subject of retirement and high 
school equalization. Whether this is sound think­
ing or not you will know.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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March 26, 1941

Mr. W. A, Stacey, Assistant 
State Superintendent 
State House 
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Mr. Staceys

When I was in Topeka Monday I talked for a few minutes 
with Mr. Converse. He was very interested in the subject of trans- 
portation and thought all we needed was to set up a law to pro­
vide for a line half ;way between two high school. This, as we 
both know, is faulty. We talked about several other matters 
relating to the subject, and when I left him I had the assignment 
of drafting out the ideas which we discussed. When I completed 
these it seemed to me it was worthwhile to confer with him in 
Topeka. This I did yesterday afternoon. I thought there was 
necessity of attempting to get him away from the half way line 
proposition. In our discussion yesterday afternoon I discovered 
that he is very well impressed with the bill which you drafted 
with a few exceptions® I discussed two amendments to this bill 
which, at the time at least, seared to appeal to Mr. Converse 
and to make the bill altogether acceptable to him. I think you 
would approve of these amendments also. Briefly they are:

1. Provision for determining transportation boundary 
lines when a difference may arise between only two 
districts. As the bill is written, unless I read it 
wrongly, there is no provision for such a situation 
unless 25% of the voters of the county petition for 
a transportation committee. Frequently it is the 
case that most of the voters of the county are not 
concerned about a quarrel between two districts.
Hence, the suggested amendment makes provision for 
these differences by proposing exactly the same 
procedure as you set up for the transportation com­
mittee except that the committee may be appointed 
upon the request of either party to the dispute.

2. This amendment provides for the .solution of diffi­
culties involving high schools located In two or 
more counties® Mr. Converse feels, and I agree, 
that the present draft does not make provision 
for such a situation.
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Mr, Stacey - 2

I think the draft which I left will take care of 
both of these situations, I am sure both amendments can be 
worded more advantageously than my phrasing.

There is one more difficulty and that relates to 
community high school counties. At this late stage of the 
legislative session, it would seem wisest to forget about 
these counties because already sixteen or seventeen of them 
are reasonably well cared for.

It occurs to me that you might wish to discuss 
this entire matter with Mr, Converse. If Mr. Converse and 
you agree upon these changes, he might then have whoever is 
caring for the bill in the Senate accept the amendments in 
the Senate. Then, if the House would pass favorably upon the 
bill as it comes from the Senate, time would be saved.

I think there is a psychological value in this,
Mr. Converse is especially concerned about solving the trans­
portation difficulties. If we could help him do so, he might 
be more kindly disposed toward the retirement and high school 
equalization measures.

Do with this what you think best, that may be to 
drop it in the waste basket,

Sincerely yours,

WES:et
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Manhattan Public Schools

Ma na htnPPnub hlicSos�cs�cs�

MANHATTAN, KANSAS

April 8, 1941

Mr* Rees Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Hr* Hughes:

Allow me to congratulate you most 
sincerely for the high quality of leadership which 
you manifested in bringing the Legislature to the 
acceptance of the Teacher's Retirement Bill. In 
doing this you performed a great service for edu- 
ce-tion in Kansas. I, as one of the members of the 
profession, wish you to know that I deeply appre­
ciate the very great amount of time, of energy and 
the devotion which you gave to this cause.

Sincerely yours,

Superintendent
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Thanks for your kind letter of April 8. I 
shall always feel it was a privilege to have 
been a member of the Legislative Committee

I appreciate greatly the 
opportunity it gave me to work with all of 
the rest of you,

X have intended to write you since receiv­
ing your letter in Topeka relative to the 
work you were called to do on the 'Trans­
portation Bill, X understood your situ­
ation and I appreciated your attitude and 
help.

We made a very honest effort to direct our 
engeries toward securing passage of the 
Retirement and Equalization Bills, and I 
felt quite sure up to the last night that 
they would be accepted. However, the Equal­
isation Bill "took a bad turn*' during 
that last night session in the Senate, and 
there seemed to be no way to save it.

With best wishes, X am,

Sincerely

Rees H, Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools

RHII: Id
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HIAWATHA CITY SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT

HIAWATHA, KANSAS
\

M. F. STARK
HAWTHORNE PLACE

Mr He63 Hughes 
Supt. City Schools 
Parsons, Kansas.
Dear Rees:

This is lust a line to let you know that I appreciate 
the splendid work you have done as Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee of the Kansas State. Teacher’s Association. 1 have 
felt for years that we owed^to the profession to secure a sound 
Retirement system in Kansas for Kansas Teachers. You may recall 
that I was on the Legislative Committee and made the first motion 
to make that our Major Issue for the irork of that Committee. Now 
it is an accomplished fact and every teacher in the state of Kansa 
should feel grateful to you fellows on the Committee who have work 
ed so hard and so long on the program, I know that it has taken 
sacrifice, expense, and long hours of trying work on your part.
You have made an excellent Chairman and carried on this work the 
past two years as few schoolmen in the state could, or would, 
have done. I want to be among the first to express my apprec­
iation of that work.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I just wrote 
to Supt. Phinney of Larned regarding the future organization 
and work of the Retirement Board and the setting up of the 
office, I believe that it needs no explanation. If you feel 
qs 1 do about it, I hope that you will contact Phinney and see 
if he can be urged to accept either the position as Secretary 
or the place on the Board reserved for a school man. I feel 
that It would be best for the program if he could be Secretary. 
That requires someone who is capable of analyzing situations, 
working out desirable changes, presenting them clearly, and 
helping to sell them to the profession and the general public. 
Phinney can do that as he has demonstrated.

With best personal regards, I am
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April 10, 1941

r'upt* H* V, Phinney 
Lamed, Kansas

Dear Mr, Phlrmcys

Well, the session Is over at last and no doubt you 
are enjoying a chance to "uniax" for a change* This has been 
a real battle and w© didn* t get what wo wanted but I feel that 
w© rui.de real progress In getting the principle of Retirement 
adopted and some sort of a start made on that program, I 
feel that our chance now of working out a more desirable pro­
gram Is much better than it would bo If we had not secured 
this bill,

I want to express my sincere appreciation of the 
splendid \?ork you have done on this program. Very fov; school 
people in the state appreciate* as % do, the great amount of 
work tills has taken on your part, >d about your efforts, your 
continued hard drive, and your Intelligent study back of the 
program it would not have had a chance. You have mad© a real 
contribution to the teaching profession In ifcansas, and to the. 
teachers themselves, t want you to know that I appreciate 
It very much.

This brings me to another point 1 have had In mind 
since tills thing went thru. That la the matter of © man for 
Executive Secretary who understands the program and who hm 
the necessary legislative contacts and technique to get things 
don© In the state legislature* He realise that much needs to 
b© don© on this program yet and that this work Is ©von more 
important than the office work Itself, W® need two things 
on this program right now and now Is the time to so© that we 
get them set-up if there is any possible way of doing It, If 
you would consider it I should’ like'to see you chosen as 
'•Executive Secretary for this job. If you could not afford 
to take the position as Secretary 1 should Ilk© to se© you 
placed on the hoard as the school man member, I would much 
rather see you as Secretary for that Is the key position.

The salary is low but I believe that you could afford 
to take it with the thought that this could be remedied In the 
next session. Even if it were not the obligations {that Is money 
costs to do the things demanded in an administrative position) 
are such that this position with part of your travel expenses 
paid, etc, would make up for the difference in salary.
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oupt, H. v. Phtnney 2 4-19-40

You and I have worked together on this from the 
beginning and perhaps have as good a working knowledge of the 
program, the method of* working with the profession and legis­
lators, Its needs, etc. as anyone In the state. You have done 
nest of It of course. I think that we are as directly Interested 
as any two people In the state. I should like to see you 
continue with the work you have started so well. I was In 
Topeka this week and talked to o, o. Wright about It. I have 
also talked to other school men and they agree that w® have a 
job ahead of us yet and that you would be the man to continue 
It. X hope you will continue the work for the Association 
and the members of the profession.

With best personal regards, I on

Sincerely yours,

•rl. P. Stark, 
Superintendent.

13PSJVBC
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Mr. M. F. Stark 
Superintendent of Schools 
Hiawatha, Kansas
Bear Mr. Starkt
Thanks for your letter of April 10. I as 
sure that every member of our Committee is 
happy in the enactment of the new State-wide 
Teacher Retirement lew. I trust that it 
represents the beginning of a program that 
will mean much to the profession in Kansas.
I am well aware of the splendid work you 
and Mr, Phinney have been doing through the 
years on the program.
I should be very glad to see Mr. Phinney 
named as the executive or a member of the 
Board ss you suggested. Surely no one in 
Kansas is better acquainted with the rosi­
er: 1 teacher retirement program than he, 
end his appointment would, add confidence 
to the new system for the State,
With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely

Rees B» Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools
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NEODESHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OLENN A. DELAY, SUPERINTENDENT

NEODESHA, KANSAS

April 10, 1941

Supt. R, H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas,

Dear Rees:

I believe this letter will catch you now at your Parsons 
address. The purpose of this brief epistle is to express 
in some small way my appreciation of the very fine work 
which you have done in the past weeks and months in pro­
moting our legislative program.

I know that you are disappointed in that the programViis- 
not more completely or more fully realized in the legis­
lative session. That is perfectly understandable but 
I am sure that as the years go by the achievements in 
the last three months will be recognized as epoch mak­
ing. I realize the truth of what you have said that 
if it hadn't been for the power of the administration 
placed fully behind the program we wouldn't even have 
got started. I realize, also, that if it hadn't been 
for your work the start would never have arrived.

If the teachers of Kansas knew the whole situation they 
will extend credit and gratitude where it is due. So 
please accept this little posy as a sincere expression 
of appreciation.

Cordially,

GAD:PJ
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April 15, 1941

Mr. Glenn Archer
e/o of the Governor’s Office
Topeka, Kansas
Lear Mr.Archer:

Thanks for your good letter. The 
teachers of Kansas, if they only knew all, 
should feel forever grateful and greatly 
obligated to the Governor and all of the 
rest of jou who compos© the Administrative 
Staff for all of your efforts in their 
(our) behalf. I appreciated vary much 
my opportunity to work with you ell.

I hope you will continue in M po­
sition which will enable you to direct 
the activities relative to schools in 
the coming legislative sessions. I want 
to talk over some plans with you in the 
near future, Perhe os, we may have the 
opportunity when we ere having that "steak 
dinner".

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools

K H:ml

RHH-1941-117



April 16, 1941

Mr. Glenn DeLay 
Superintendent of Schools 
Neodeshe, Kansas

Pear Glenn:
Thanks for your letter of April.

I appreciate your hind expression "neatly, 
and it is my only regret that re vrere not • 
successful in securing passage of the 
1: uelization Bill os ws hoped untilethe 
last hours of the Session.

I have e note from. Hoy Hog! and sug­
gesting that I pick you up for the trip 
to Wichita on Friday, of this week. If 
agreeable with you, I shall clan to stop 
for you between 7:00 end 7:30 Friday 
Bornin~.

Sincerely

Seea H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools
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9l ■MSSAS STATE 
TEAEHiKS ASSOCIATION
F. L. pinet 315 WEST TENTH STREET

EXECUTIVE SECY

c.o.wright TOPEKA, KANSAS
ASST. SECRETARY

April 16, 1941

Supt. Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas

My dear Mr. Hughesr

Enclosed find a group of editorials which 
I have written for the May issue of the KANSAS TEACHER 
Please give me your judgment on these editorials, for 
this is my last issue of the KANSAS TEACHER I want it 
be as free from blame as possible.

Sincerely yours,

FLP:0
Enel.

£8
 *
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"THIRTY"

After an expanse of & quarter of a century, the senior editor of the 

Kansas Teacher -writes, as did newspaper men of the elder days, the word 

"Thirty." In these twenty-five years the senior editor has endeavored 

to express the sentiments of the school people of Kansas with such command 

of the English language as he has possessed. Whether he has succeeded ofc 

not, it is for someone else to say. Looking back oiter the twenty-five years, 

he knows that he has made many, many mistakes. Occasionally he has been 

right. Many times he has been wrong. At times he has called a spade a 

spade when it should have been called a garden utensil. During this period 

he has been rich in friends. During this eriod he has been fortunate in 

aoeummulating choice enemies to have reminded him from time to time that 

every human being is, after all, only an unfeathered biped. Ho hopes 

that there has been more good than evil in what he has done and he now 

lays down the pen and the sword with an unmeasurable sense of relief, with 

the faith and the hope that the institution he has served for a quarter 

of a century may prosper and go on to bigger and better things.—F.L.P.

RHH-1941-119  (first editorial)



"Jedge” Phianey

In summing up values in rids final issue of the Kansas Teacher for 

which tii® senior editor is responsible, it would not be fitting to strife® 

the final note without son® sort of a gesture attesting to the love and 

esteem due Supt. K. ¥. Phinney of Lamed. Ho other school man is Kansas 

has doie as much for the teacher retirement idea as has Roy Phi •may. Ho 

other school man la Kansas has devoted so many hours, days, and weeks in 

the planning of a workable design for teacher retirement. Few men hsv® 

bean as demoted to the welfare of the Kansas State Teachers Association 

as has been Roy Fhinney* Few school man have encompassed such wisdom, 

such probity of judgment, such patience, such constancy in the cause of 

teacher welfare as has Ro; Phi.ney. If there were more men like Roy 

Fhinnay -there would be no cause for concern as to the ultimate triumph 

of democracy in America, That is why the senior editor of this journal 

has had the temerity to call him "Jedge*, remembering as he does with 

affectionate regard the eternal verities of Irving Cobb's MJudge Priest." —F*L.P,

RHH-1941-119  (second editorial)



A LOYAL ALLY

Whatever rejoicing there may be with the passage of the teacher retirement 

bill, it should not be forgotten that had it not been for the friendship of 

Governor Payne Ratner, the teacher retirement bill could not possibly have 

passed. For many years the writer of this editorial has pointed out to the 

members of the Kansas State Teachers Association that never have they had 

& friend as loyal and strong as Governor Payne Ratner, There have been 

governors in the past who have spoken fair words to the school people and 

then when the crisis came were busy looking out the window at the landscape.
This has never been U&ot Payner Ratner. lhatever his faults may be, he 

has given steadfast and unreluctant loyalty to the cause of better schools 

in Kansas. Let every teacher remember this. In the recant session of the 

legislature every force, every power, every Influence that Governor Ratner 

could marshall, were thrown into the balance to help the school program. 

There is something about this man Ratner that reminds one of the old dictum 

that existed in the medieval days among the nobility, noblisss oblige.

As senator and as governor, Payne Ratner has never failed the teachers of 

Kansas. Let this fact be written on the hearts of the teachers of Kansas

with undying remembrance. -- F.L.P.

RHH-1941-119  (third editorial)
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OTTAWA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

OTTAWA, KANSAS

April 18, 1941

Mr. Rees Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Rees:

I want to let you know that while results seem 
small I deeply appreciate the work of you and your Committee. 
I think I know pretty well what you have been through. I 
hardly know what more you could have done in the way of 
organization than was done.

I suppose you, like all the rest to whom I have 
talked, are disappointed in the Retirement Bill as it went 
through. I think that while some of us understand that 
progress has been made many do not, and there is a great 
deal of bitterness over the matter, especially among older 
teachers. This attitude is not expressed so much toward the 
Governor as toward the Legislature and especially toward the 
Republican party. Surely the Democrats have a chance to do 
something two years from now unless the present temper 
changes.

I think everyone realizes that the Committee 
worked hard and kept everyone informed as to what was going 
on. My teachers were very active in their efforts to assist.

GBM/s

With personal best wishes, I am

“X

)

\
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April 19, 1941

Mr.- George H. Marshall 
Superintendsnt of Schools 
Ottawa, Kansas
Deer George;
The n vs for your letter received this morning. I 
think your analysis of the results of the work 
of the Legislative Committee is fairly accurate, 
and you are well av?are of the problems and dif­
ficulties that arose. 1 think every member of 
the Legislative Committee did about all that 
the Association may expect from him. It surely 
was a privilege to be Chairman of such a loyal 
group. The Governor and his Administrative 
group gave us their full support end the Retire­
ment Bill could not have been enacted without 
it.
Row it seems to me that ©very school adminis­
trator in the State who is any way interested 
in school legislation should analyse the re­
corded vote of the members of the Legislature 
on the various school issues. There in will 
be found a very accurate factor indicating why 
desirable school legislation is difficult to 
secure. If the member of the Senate or House 
goes to the Legislature without bain * informed • 
by the local school representatives, there is 
little reasons for them to expect him to vote 
favorable when he gets to the Legislature. Of 
course, you know how time that is.
Thanks again for your letter, and I am fully 
convinced after working in the program thia- 
year, that the school Equalization Law is easily 
vxithin their grasp when the school people them­
selves will work on it.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools

RHH:ml
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copies to:

lari G. Moore,, Wichita- 
Representative 

Albert H. Cole, Holton 
Senator

Asa F.Converse, We 11svilie 
April 21, 1941 Representative

Mr. Albert Cole 
State Senator 
Holton, Kansas

Dear Senator Cole:
I suoo ct that by this tins you art beginning to get 
caught co vith some of the home duties after being 
away so Iona, t nc c s yon view your work in the. Legis­
lature in retron >eet, I hooe that you will realize how- 
much v- school 500 -1- o:;p3*ecie ir-. your loyalty end ac­
tive support of the school tills. -

Our three major propos? 1 loti repent, High School 
Iflnsmcinv, end. m mono ado; unto State 1 apartment of 
Mac at ion are all vital to the wolf are of ’Tan see 
Schools. Ahlie wo are Alsopoo inted in the.failure 
of the Legislature to enact t'.to three into suitable 
laws, ve e.Iso realize that the enactivnt o~ tie Re­
tirement lav provided a -i eft aits stop forward. We 
too roali re that that -as a a so ml i shed only because 
of the no'n'n yon seer - fee other load era dir in its 
behalf, end I am sure that tea.cheers of Kansas will 
express, increasingly as the your? :o on, their ap­
preciation to you.
I want also to express rry pars oral a opr ocii tion for 
the consideration you ye re to no non the other mem­
bers of the Legislative Committee* of the fas chore 
Association. It was a privilege.to ret better ee- 
uainted with you, and wo arc confident that the 

work in the Kansas Legislatures will be veil di­
rected as long as men of your type - ill continue in 
the membership.

Sincerely

Eees H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools

RHH:al
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April 21, 1941

Kr. George A.' Swift 
Superintendent of Schools 
Holton, Kansas
Dear George:

Thanks for your good letter of 
the loth, and I appreciate the expres­
sion from you and your teachers. Khile 
we were quite disappointed when the High 
School Equalisation Bill finally passed 
out, we do believe that the enactment 
of the Retirement Lew will prove bene­
ficial to schools end teachers in Kansas.

It has been a privilege to he a 
member of the Legislative Committee,and 
the opportunity it has given to pet bet­
ter acquainted with school men like your­
self thru out the State, has been an ex­
perience I shall Ion-- remember and cherish.

Sincerely

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent

RHH:ml

RHH-1941-123



HARPER CITY SCHOOLS

ERIC T. TEBOW, 
Superintendent of Schools

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

HARPER, KANSAS

April 22, 1941

Superintendent Rees H. Hughes 
Parsons, Kansas

Dear Mr. Hughess

I should like to express my appreciation and that 
of the Harper teachers for your fine work on the Legis­
lative Committee of the Kansas State Teachers Associa­
tion during the legislative session just closed and the 
preparation for action during the session*

Your committee was largely responsible for the 
success. Not all achievement can be measured by the 
enactments at this particular session.

With kindest appreciation, I am

Most cordially,

Erie T. Tebow,
Supe rint endenfc

RHH-1941-124



/ pri 1 28, 1941

Mr. Eric T.Tebow 
Superintendent of Schools 
Harper, Kansas
Dear Eric:

Thanks for your good letter of 
April 22. The Legislative Committee took 
its assignment seriously, and I shall al­
ways feel that the opportunity to work with 
the other members was an exceptional per­
sonal privilege.

he were disappointed in the fail­
ure of the Equalization Bill, but I trust 
that the state-wide Retirement Law will 
prove beneficial to teachers as well es 
the schools.

We certainly appreciated your at­
titude and splendid support for the pro­
gram.

Sincerely

RIIH: ml

Rees H. Hughes 
Superintendent of Schools
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Mare than eae hund.red year! ago the flrst lnstitutlom., deflnitoly
designatod. for teacher-trainlng, made lts appeeranco. It was a

nerraal sohoel with a twe-year c@urse ef tralniag. This wqs

fellewed by a three-year end later, a four-year. e@urse with

suitable dlplomas deslgnatlng the completlon of varlous levels

ln the trainkrg. $ventually these nenmal scheels grew lnto
teaehers ee11eges, with authorlty te eenfor apprepriate clegrees.

Durlng theso $a!ae years the raptdly lpereaslng sehooL atteaet&nco,

. the cxpanslon ef the currlculura, and the enlarging pr@gram in the

public schoels were refleeted. in the d.emands for better tralneil

he repicl rlse r in aollasiato lastltu-teaehers. fhe repid rlse arad erpansLea in aollagiat
tiess for the speoifie purpese of preparing teachers was tbe

aatural outeeae. '

I-{A.STER! S DEGRffi RSqUIRmffiNTS--

Withln the past twonty-flvo yoars it has beeerae in-
ereaslngly aeeessary, fer those e1igi.bIe for elapl€ynent ln the

best public scheel- pesltlens, to have a flftb year ef eolJ-ege-

prepa.ratory trainLng and the equivalent of a mlsterrs dogree.

As you know, ln Kansas, the State Beard of Eciueatlon requlres

all sehool adrainistraters te hold a u.asterts ilegree, and. a

mastef's degree ls a neeessary prerequislto fer toachors whe

wlsh ts be consid.ered. for raany of the better teachlng pesltleas
within eur state. Thls praetice in Kansas is typleal of th.e

trend throughout tho natlen. Thls faet has resurted ln a very

deflnite trend, ln the better teacher-training lnstitutions,
teward the lneluslen of esurses leadlag to a sasterrs degree.

TTYEMTY-ETGIIT TEACI{ER-TRA.INTNG INSTITUT]ONS IIA1E 4DDED THE
i

MASYIilRTS DEGRSE CItr'S'fiRING $I$CE L920; fIl{ENfY+-CII{H 0r Tr{EM IIS T}tr
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Thls paragraph, taken frem the Lgl*Z Ctrleage feaehers

Gellege repert, is typleal ef the trend, where better-tralned
teaohere are required. sGraduate c@urses have beea effered

fer m.any years but the grad.uate eurriculr:e. lead.in"g ta the

Hlastert s degree was net iatraduced uatll 1938. Thls Brqgrala

ls desiflag4 tc praJi4e F{q{essi.on-al trainins fer thqqe whe wish

to teaeh ln Chicago seheols.n

ffe are eeafiilent that lf graduate stud.y sheuld be

dlsceatlaued. ne$r, and. the present trenils ln teaeher-od.ucati.ea

oentinue, lt weul{. be enly a few years uet11 the aetLon weuld

be reversedl aad grad.uate study weuld agaln beoeme a part ef the

Teachers 0e11ege offerlng ln Kansas.

trIS TEACIffiftS OOL3,36E AS A P}?OFfifiSTOI{At $O}iOOL--

I think ne ene w1"11 qu"estlen the faot t,hat the

teaehers eellege is generally recogaized" as the prefesslenal

teasher-tralnlag instituti@s. As stroh, lt sheuld be ergaaizea

so as te prepare teaehers fer their best prefessle::al respoasi-

bil-ittes. ?his, today, requi"res a rnastef ts d.egree"

Dean Flersont s plaa would have teaehers attend a

teaehers cellege fer feur years and. then t,ransfer te aaether

lnstltutlelr, net priearily teaeher-tralning, for the flfth year,

It weuld seeui just as plausible te suggest that @ne etuctying in
a rsedj-oal sehool transfer te anetler iastltutiea, not prfuaarily

a medlsal- schoel, fer hls last year ef study ef s.ed.ieiae, er that
a law student be cempelled to transfer out of his law school te

eeraSrleta the last year ef his e@urse. Leaders in tha prefesslea
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belLeve there ls prefe$sisnal influenoe, s.nd ate@spbere and

aseoeiatien te be had in the teaehers eol-lege that ls Just &s

ear:d.uelve te suocossful teacher-training as there ls a deslr-
able prafessioaal atraes.phere ln the seheeL of, me€ieiae, law,

er eagiaeerlng.

$fi,GASIZATICIN T'OE FRE-FNO3'SSSTO}TAI TRAI$I$+.-

f wlsh, aLso, ta call attentien te anotkar definlte
trend la the arganlzation of professlEaal trelnlng seheels. 

.

Mediciae, aad law, and eagtraeering, requlre a pre3-llglnary p*ried

ef s@ere two to four yeers of general and pre-Brefesstonal college

wsrk befere entrance to the strictly professional school.

t'here le a slstlar tres.d in the erganizatien fer the professienal

edueattea ef teachers. ft prevlf,es fer two ysars ef geaeral er

pre-prefessieaal cellege ed.ueatlea, felLewed by three y6ars ef

prefessienal trainlng. In thls plau, lt le pesslble te

arrange a oLesely related., unified pr€gra"rn ef preparatiea aad

trainlag, euJ-ainatlng ln the ftfth year wlth the granting ef

the rnasterts d.egree" fn this way there ls previded a three-

year centlauity ef prefosslenal study, based. up@B ttare years

ef llberal edueation. Jt is a ra€rre thereugh, aRd eeapletc plan

fer edueatlen fer teaehlng than le tlre plan that adds a ftfth
Fear te e feur*year eellege o@urse n lrrespeatlve ef where taken.

Ybe curuent eataleg ef Geerge Feabe0y CIelloge fer
Teaehers says ef the three-year eontlnuity of prefessieasl

study:

;3"H -ffiX"J;.:r.l'*":Iffi3*ffifr $; i' ;3" -
oatienal ssrvtee aad leadership, Thg
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ttqelq-;lurpss_e is to lntegrate, relate
"-il-:.,j,3i,:*a g.rl 5.,11. bt: l: r,; tlon ef
eac rS nter one l,i s1s

tu-
u ti; :.i l) r so ered.

ll r..,'.'l1i ary segBen

?TTTSBIIRG SURBOI}hTDED BY JUNTOR COLI,EGES--

The c@?aparatively reeent expe.n$lsn @f me.ny of the

public-seheel organizations, surraundlng the fec.ehors OolLege

in Pittsburg, seems partlcularly to make the trend tewqrd

thls plan of organlzatten vr€rthy of your eenslderatlon. iie

are surrounded by ten large public junlor colIeges, whlch are

offeriag twe years of general oeI-lege ed.ucatien to stud.ents

withln the &.reas ln urhleh they are located. their graduates,

in increaslng nurabers, ere eomlng to the Pj-ttsburg Teachers

Callege for thelr senior eellege work, including graduate

e@urses, If CIeaa Piersonts reoemrnendatlon, relative to the

.eentrall zatlan ef all graduate lyork in the Universlty, si:.auld.

be ad.opted., then it weuld be logical fer us to belleve that a

large maJority of these Jurelor cellege grad.uates would. not

eeasider eontinuiag any of their work here in the Plttsburg

Teachers Co1lego, even though they resld.e in this ar.ee.. It
weuld not seems atilvisablo for thes, ia plannlng their prefessienal

e@urse, to transfer frera the Jualor Oellege te another college
't

wbere they could" uffitf remaln for only twe rs.ere.:yQars, and then

be reqr.llreil to ge to another lnstitutlon fer the third year of

their professlonal trainlng. 0rl the eentrary, we believe the

iteveleplng pattera @f ed.ucation in Kansas, including Junier

c6l1e6es, lnd.ieates very elearly that the teachers celleges

ll'l J:- a_-1 {rl
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MA,Sfl&B'S BBGRgE TI{ EDUCATIOT{ A ffiACHiTqg sgGftffi*-

. ft slrould.o a1se, b8 aBted.--and thls represeRts

a very iepertant trend-*the pastorts iiegreo la educatiea Ls

a ticias&isg degree. Its purpose is te improve instruettl*, aadl

expaad. the abillty ef the teaeher te S.nterpret te students.

It ls a prefessienal d egree and ean best be earaed 1n the

atmesphere ef a teaaher-trainlng lnstitutiea" In the large

ualverslty, the sasterr s degreo ts generally recognized as

a rssearoh degree and ls basic tn eeur$ss leadlag te ether

advaneed d.egrees. Thls type ef d.egree Bay have little value

in the aotual lmprovenent of teaching in the publie sehaels,

aad the reeerd.s show that few teachers use it as a stepplng

stene te ether d.egrees. Teaehers sheuld. be elleeurase(L ts
seeure the sasterts dsgree fsr the purp€se ef fuapravlag ie
teaehlag" Thie ls a funetien ef the Teachers f,elI-ego. The

Teaah.ers f,elleges are aet aspiring ts be Universitles, There

1s ne enider.ree ef a trend. tn that d,ireet,ien" Their faeultl.es,

laberaterles;and llbrary faellities ere ad.equatels equ$pped
" 't

to d^e geod. werk en the graduate leve1 fer .a.nfrdstsr's degree

ln teaeher-training" That is thelr ebjective.

rEAOI{IN* DEGREE IH KA$S4,5 STATS THACiffiRS COLI,EGES-.

},iere than tea years age the Beard of Rogents tra

Kansas autherized, the Teaehers 0ellegee te effer graduate werk

sheulel set up a streag three-year unifled eurrioeLirs ef pro-

fesslenal trainlag fer those junior co11e6e graduates whe *1*h,r.



leadtng te the naasterr s d"egree in liaited teacher-tralntng
: : .i* .- :1 : I "' r. '

fieleLs, and lt is reperted that *fr**ay'mere than a lhausand

of t,hose degrees have been earned. Stx huadrecl eighty-flve
ef therra have been oonferred 1n th.e Kansas State Teachers Cel-

lege ln Flttsburg, and lt 1s lnterestlng and. slgniflcant te

report that more than 500 of those, r,ho have earned. them, are

now engaged 1n schoel work--7l ere school superlatend.ents,

74 are seheel prlnclpals, 6? are oollege teachers, and. nearly

300 are teachers ln the seeondary ano elementary fields. burely

these flgures indicate that the master's degrees earaed here do

lead to teaehlng and, more@ver, the typo of teaohing and school-

admlnlstrative pesitiens our graduates held ls evidenee that

they have been well- tralned.. The masterrs degree, earned ln
Kaneas State Teachers Collegos, ls a g;ood teachlng degree . I

If ever there 1s any indieatlon that the quallty
of the degree is lnferior then we, to@, shalt be ready to
joln wlth Dean Flerson ln recomsending its dlscsntlnuance,

TI{E PITTSBLIRG DEPARTT.ffiNT OF TNDUSTRIAI & VOCATIO}TAI EDUCATION

lYe are of the oplnlon that Dean Plersen everlooked

entlrely the Departnnent of fndustrlal and ''Foeatlonal Eduoatlon

here ln the State Teachers College at Pittsburg, Thls clepart-

ment represents ene of the maJor functlons of the College es

n@w eenstituted, and the speetfic functl@n whlch ari-Slnally

brought thls College into exist,enee.

. Also, trnd.er the provislons of .the 3-aw, passed la
LgL7, the Kansas State Teaehers Co3-1ege in Plttsburg has bedn

efflelally deslgnated by the State Bcarit fer Veeatlenal Ed.ucatien
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as th.e rlnstltutlen fer the trainlag ef teaehers of trad,6 and

industrial edueation in Kansas.ft Sraduates @f eur Industrial
Departnent are found.teaehing ln pra-ctlcaIly every stat4. in the

union, and we consider as evldence of the efflclency and quality,
of both &he graduate and undergraduate program in our industrial
educatlen, that after nearly ferty yes.rs @f Erowth and erp€rience

the calls fer graduates eoll.e fresn an ever-wld.ening territery.
The hlgh quallty of the graduate pr@grsrg, 1a thls

departmeut, ls lndlcated somewhat by the faet that d.urlng the

past three er four years, seven of eur mastert s degree graduates

ln fndustrlal iritucation have been appolnted to responsible posi-

tions 'ln the fallewing o€&.leges and unlversities:
The Texas "tate A. & 1\{. Cellege
tbxas Teehuologloal 0o11ege
Callfernia state Ce11ege, Santa Earbara
state Teachers College, Charl-estan, flllnois
$tete Teaehers eellege, Comroerce, Texas
State Teachers College, Clarksville, Tennessee
State Seaehers Cel1ege, Cellinsbaro, Texas

Deaa Piersonrs recorffirerldation, if carried eut, to
transfer graduate werk in Indust,rial Educatlen from Pittsburg

te anether institutien assumes a staggering burd.en of e xpense

because tar L) years there have been gradual aclditiens ln equlp-

ment and faollities fer danducti-ng that departrceat here. N@

other state instltutien pessesses either the undergraduate pr€-

gram in this fieldn that 1s essentlal to ra@re advanced work, er

the necessary facllltles for the graduate program.

i?hiIe 1t alght be posslbl-o to duplieate fu,r another

lnstituti-en, at considerable e:rpense, the equipmer:.t and personnel

ln Industrial Educatien, it would require yeers ef effort to dup-

licate the prestige netr enjoyed by the Kansas State Teaehers Ce1-

lege in Plttsburg which. has been built up by d0 years ef eutstandlng
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suec€ss and achlerrement 1n thls field.
The Bepartsent of Industrial Edueatlen is eE6 ef the

leadlng departrnents in its fterd ln the untted $tates. on the
westr I1o other institut,ion in this entire region approaches it ln
equtpraent, porsonnel, and prestige, exeept the carifornls state
Teachers college at santa Barbare. 0n the north, the nearest

eemparable ltstitutloa ls titeut fnstitute in Wlsoonsln; on the

east, the nearest comparable lnstitutien is Eradley Folytechnlo

Tastitute in fIIlneis. There ls no coaparable institute in the

South, Southwest, or $outheast. fs lnterfere wtth an instltutlon
that has'aehieved such a unique status, and is servlng a terrltory
so. extenslve, by dlvldtng a::.d, transferring eertaln of lts essential
features olsewh8re ls ind"eed a ruaJor @peratien ln educatlon dis-
rsantling that should be undertaken only after most nature dellbera-
tlen. f regret that Dean Piersen everlooked the werk ef thls
departaent, in the Egachers Cellege in Pittsburg.

}1ihile thls Bay appear to be rather a leugthy and

extenslve stateurent relative to eur offering in the Industrial
Arts Bepartneent, .there are also a number sf ether departraents

that have developed,through the years, e ca1iber of lnstruction
antl t eaeher-training that is equally noteworthy, even though they

have net gained the national recegnitien that has been aecerded

thls particular department of L{echanloal Arts and fndustrlal
Iilueation.

The stand.ing of the institution, and the quality

of tts work ln beth undergraduate and graduat&':d-j-vislons is
d"- bv its beins=Wqrpffi cluded the

A.g%tr'^ a1)

I

further indica
t-uz*.hia;wq

te

Central Ailseciatien of Col1eges

I
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and Universities, the American As

and r*-fisrngn- /t{t M
soelatien ef Teaclrers 0o11eges,

lon,*^fr* tcb*u.t"^e.

MASTER' S DEGREI REOJTRE&iU$T FoR BETrE'R p0Sfgr0I{S--

As stated earller, a regulatlon of the State Beard

ef Ed.ueatien prevld,es that all school adrelnlstrators ia the

state &.ust hold the nasterr s degree. If Teachers Celleges EqrE-

are not authorlzed to grant

that degree, then the Teaehers ColJ-eges eannot traln sehool

admlnlstrators. Thls surely does not seem legicaI. AIso,

rnany ef the better school systems in the stste will empley

oaly teachers whe have the equlvalent ef the raasterr s degree

aad, .in raany oth€rsn will allow the hlgher salary level.
iTitheut prevlslens to glve that degree, the Teachers Colleges

in the state esuld. not expect attendanee froaa these teachers

to ilesire the better teaching pesi-tlons. feachers Colleges,

net penmitted to give approp'rlate e@urses lead,ing to the

raastbrts degree, einp$y eannot fu1flll all their fuactloas

as Teacher-tralning calleges

}RESENCE OT GRA'I]ATts $OAK, STRSNGT}IEI{S U$DERGHA3I].{TE OtrFERTIfGS.

The fear that gracluate work will cletract fros the

uadergraduate work ls unwarranted. i?e belleve a study will show

that graeluate work raises vory raaterially the levo1 of the under-

graduate offerlng. The undergraduates have the services of a

better trained. faculty, and a more extensive library of an

u..".*lriu.ted literature in teacher-educatien. A pajerity of those

who do grasterr s degree rarerk in eur teechers college are teachers
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directly frora the scheelreom. fhe centrlbutions they brlng frera

practical school experiences is a charaeteristlc aspeet of the

teaeher-tralning institutlan and provld.es an allveness te the
problerns at teacher-educatlon that weuld not ipr€vail if graduate

study w€re ellmlnated. This ls aot our oplnlon alenel it ls
verifled by the exBeriences ef the other teaehers eelleges in
the Anerieen Assoelati€n. The strongest teachers eelleges,

these rend.erlng the great.est service at. the undergraduate 1eveI,

and all those whleh within ttre past t,en years have re-orgenized

their pregrales, are offerlng graduate work. The weaker teachers

eolleges, genere.lly, aro those rarirlch. have been unable to get

ready fer graduate instruction.

Cffi'I?NAIIZATIE$ OF GRA'UA,]I8 EORK I,TIG EAVTI,IG ONE SUPER-HIG}I1'fAY
ACEOSS STATE--

It would seem fair te suggest that eentralization

sf teaeher education in one institutien ln Kansas night be

llkened to the construetlon ef sne super-hlghway &er@ss the

state. It would provlde sorre exeellent service for those

ci-tizens near enough to use it. It weuld be e:qpenslve and

streng, it rnlght, attraet natlonal notice, but at the s&me tine,
1n ter:es of the type of service the peeple of the state needed,

would. net be adequate er most efficient.

DfSCONIINUA-NOE 0f' GRAIUATE !?ORK 'mIILn BE A },{0\rS BACtr:YARD FOR
KA}qSAS TEAC}ERS COILEGES--

lYe take pride in the fact that eur ewn leaders ln
Kansas early recognlzed. that provisiou for graduate work was

neeessary in the evolving pregrem for teacher-education. the

number ef gratruates and the thousand.s ef 4hers, who have pursued
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graduat6 st&Hy in Kansas Seachers follegesl have establlshed proof

fer the cemectness ef thelr visioa. Surlag the twelve years

graduate werk has been offered, efficient organlzations have been

developed. To dlscentinue graduate work now would break faith
with all ef those whe have taken graduate c@urses.. ft lyculd

disceust the value ef thelr d.egrees. 'ihe graduates, the fermer

students, end. the friends ef the teachers eell-eges weuld be

greatly dlsappointecl if grad.uate study were d.isaontinued. Such

aetlen would" be a dlstinet blew to the Teachers Colleges in Kansas

and. certainly would rere@ve thera frem the high standing they new

held araeng the teaeher-training lnstitutions of Ameriea.

I trust t,he Board, before taklng aeti.on to dlscont,inue

grad.uate werk in the Teaehers 0e1le6es, will revlew very fully the
I

prebable effeet sueh .aeti.en would have on the Teach.ers Celleges

and. glve censLdere.tiea, as wel1, t@ the msst suitable ergaaizatiea

fer prefosslenal eduoatien ef teaehers in Kansas.

SIII',8{.AIfZAfIO$--

1. Ihere are eertain trends ln the orgaaizatlen for prefesslenal-

training ef teachers that are net shown in Sean Piersenf s

report. .

2. ?he fundaraental purpese fer whleh feaohers Celleges have been

erganlzed is to appreprlately trala teaehers for publie setreols.

3, Inereasiag eemplexlty ef the pregrap ef the raedern public

schsele is maklng lt necessary fer administratlve lead.ers

alrd teaehers te have extend,ed preparati"en and this lneludes a
fi.fth year ef eo11e6e stud.y.

l*, In erd.er te previde this grewlag den*ando teach.er-tralnlag

lnstitutiens, throughout the nation, are rapldly addlng the
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flfth year with pr@vlsions to grant the reasterts d.egree.

There is a growing trend in all prefessions te eenter the

profbsslonal tralnlng in professlonal schoels. It ls true

1n medielne, law, engineering. Teachers Colloges should

be the prefesslenal sciloels for educatiag teachers

Thero is a grewlng tondency ln t,he professlenal sch@ols t@

dlvide the work lnte lewer-dlvision, two-to-four years ef

general pre-professlanal college education, follewed by the

stipulated years af strictly professlanal train&ng. fh.is

plan is al-se found 1n teacher-training institutlens that

are modernlzlng thelr erganlzatlen. It provldes twe years

of generaL edueatlen, Hlevrer-divisien, r fellowed by three

years of professional tralnlng, rupper-dlvlslonr'r leading

te e mastert s degree in teaeher educatLen.

fhe Lncreaslng number ef large publlc Junler coll-eges ln thls
area makes this tfpe of organlzatlon particularLy noteworthy

fer the Teachers Cellege in Flttsburg.

The Mastert s degree in Llducatien ls a teaehlng degree--net <)

1
a, researeh degree. The teaeher-training instltutlons tn ;
Kansasr es f lnterpret them, have no deslre te beeere.e

universitles. 0n the other hand, they do have the desire

te eontiaue to be eor*plete teaeher-traiaing tnstituti@as.

Kansas Teaohers Colleges have granteil n@re than 10OO rnaste?'s

degrees, ancl a large aaJorlty are n@w renderlng effeetive
professlenal servlee tn public schsoJ- pesitions.

fhe Departm.ent of fnd.ustrlal Educatlon in the Plttsburg

Teaohers Cel3-ege is net noted 1n the report.

I
{

10.

13.
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The i{astert s d.egroe is requlrement f or all sehaol admlnistra-

tors, arrd fer teeehers ln better posltlorls. It would. be

ineonsistent lf teaehers colleges csuld aot effer thisi cre-

clential.
Graduate work ln a modern teacher-training instltutlon
ralses the level ef the undergraituate offerlng. The preseneo

ef eld.et teachers lmpreves tbe quality of leadershlp ancl

experioneecl teaohers lnnprove the prefesslenal atra.osphere.

Dlscanttnuatlen of grailuate work would greatJ-y dlseount the

vaLue ef the graduate dogreee that have been cenferred and

would therefore be a buffet to these whe have worked for
theu in geod falth.
Dlsoontlnuanoe of graduate stud.y ln the Teachers Celleges

would eerapletety ehange the outlook for their present and

future provlsLons fer teacher-education.

. -#'
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